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Quick Draw 
Dinner with Sinners 
 

 

PREPARING FOR SUNDAY: 

 

As a child, I was fully convinced that the toy store was a modern day Eden. It had all that 

I could ever hope for—Nerf guns and Legos, coloring books and trading cards, bouncy balls and 

candy. It was paradise. 

But like the biblical Eden, this, too, had one restriction: “With every toy in the toy store 

thou may play, but thou art not to stray from my side; for in the day that thou strayeth, thou shalt 

surely be delivered into the hands of kidnappers.” I’m sure my mom didn’t speak like King 

James, but that’s how I remember it. 

On one particularly memorable trip to the toy store, I decided to rebel. I wandered off 

from my mom while she tried to stop my two-year-old brother from taking a plastic baseball bat 

to the Barbie display. After a few minutes, I realized that my little moment of independence had, 

in fact, resulted in what felt like an irreconcilable separation between me and my mom. I had 

expected freedom, but I experienced fear. Within a few minutes (though it seemed like hours), I 

could hear my mom calling my name. She was looking for me. She was seeking the rebellious 

little girl that had strayed from the safety of her side. 

Like a mother searching for her rebellious child, Jesus comes seeking sinners. He 

doesn’t leave them to wander aimlessly. He does not abandon them. He does not condemn 

them. Instead, He searches after His precious children and invites them to come back to Him. 

As the writer of Hebrews said, “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts 

as you did in the rebellion.” Instead, come back to the safety of His side. 

 

 

Casey Jordan 

GO! Contributor 

BIG IDEA: Jesus wants me to love everyone. 

BIBLE BASIS: Matthew 9:9-13 

KEY VERSE: “Love your neighbor as you love yourself.” Mark 12:31 (NIrV) 
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Helping Quiet Kids to Open Up 
 

Cricket. Cricket. Cricket. This is the sound that emanates from a group filled with quiet kids. Fortunately, 

it’s not often that you’ll have a group made up entirely of kids who are “vocally challenged.” Quiet kids are 

often deep thinkers with quiet spirits. That’s not a bad thing at all! Nevertheless, it’s important that you 

create a safe environment where (with a little bit of encouragement) they’ll be willing to share their 

thoughts and feelings with others. This gives them the opportunity to voice their struggles, challenges, 

fears, hopes, and dreams. You never want to force a kid to share, so here are a few tips that will help 

encourage them to share.  

 

Engage them outside of group. Some kids need to know and trust you before they’re willing to open up 

in a group. Take some time during drop-off or pick-up time to talk one-on-one with your quiet kids. As they 

become more comfortable with you, they’ll be more likely to share during group time. 

 

Seat the kids in a circle. When kids are seated in a clump rather than a circle, it’s easy for kids with less 

inclination for sharing to hide or get lost in the back of the cluster. 

 

Call on quiet kids directly. Sometimes quiet kids need to feel invited into a conversation. When you call 

on a kid directly, it communicates that you want them to be a part of the group and that you’re interested 

in what they have to say. 

 

Be okay with silence. It might take some kids a moment to put words to their thoughts. That’s okay! 

Don’t feel the need to “rescue” them too quickly. If they can’t or don’t want to join the conversation just 

yet, that’s okay too. But don’t let that be the last time you call on them. 

 

Affirm them after sharing. For some kids, sharing aloud in a group is a huge emotional and social risk. If 

you affirm them after sharing, it greatly increases the chance they’ll share again. A simple, “Wow! I love 

the way you think!” or “Great answer—thanks for sharing!” will often do the trick. 
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Schedule 1st Service 2nd Service 
Play Time Activities 
Attendance, Play Time Activity (see small group 
section). 
9:00 DROP OFF: In Classrooms 
10:30 DROP OFF: In Large Group Room  
(Do Play time activity as kids come into the room) 

8:45-9:15 10:15-10:45 

Large Group Lesson 
Worship, Offering, Big Idea, Bible Verse, Story Time 
Rules, Super Duper Bible Box, Big Bible Story 

9:15-9:45 10:45-11:10 

Small Group Activities 
Application Activity, Bible Memorization Activity, GO! 
Deeper Activity 
9:00 PICK UP: In Classrooms 
10:30 Pick UP: In Large Group Room 
2 HOUR KIDS: ROOM 6 

9:45-10:15 11:10-11:35 

 

    
 

BEFORE THE LESSON: 

PLAY DOUGH DINNER PARTY 
Supplies: Play dough, popsicle or craft sticks (4–5), dinner play set (1)  
 
Directions: Invite some children to have a play dough dinner party with you. Give each child a 
piece of play dough and tell them to create their favorite food. When finished creating the food, 
have a pretend dinner party. Encourage the children to cut off pieces of their play dough food 
and share it with the others. 
 
Say: In today’s true Bible story, Jesus throws a dinner party, but not everyone is happy about it. 
We’ll find out why in a little bit. We’ll also learn that Jesus wants us to love everyone!  
 
Question: If you had a dinner party, who would you invite? What would you eat? 
 
 

 

DINNER WITH SINNERS (Application Activity) 

Supplies: Paper plate (1 per child), baking sheet (1 per group), goldfish crackers (approx. 20 

per child), dice (1 per group) 

Directions: Give each child a paper plate and have them sit in a circle. In the middle of the 

circle, place a baking sheet. Spread a layer of goldfish crackers on the backing sheet. Tell the 

children that for every correct answer the group gives, one child will get to roll the dice. (The 

answer to the question is always “yes.”) After answering each question, choose a child to roll 

the dice one time for the entire group, then allow the children to take that many goldfish 
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crackers from the baking sheet and place them on their plate. Tell the children not to eat their 

goldfish crackers before you tell them to. 

 
Questions: Does Jesus want you to love someone who… 

• Says a mean word? 

• Takes something that doesn’t belong to them? 

• Pushes their sister down? 

• Tells a lie to the teacher? 

• Hits another kid? 

• Yells at their mom? 
 
Say: The truth is, we’ve all made bad choices like these before, but Jesus still wants us to love 
each other and spend time with each other. In fact, I think we should have a dinner party with 
our goldfish crackers right now. (Allow the children to eat their goldfish crackers.) 
                                                                                                         

 
BLUBBERING BALLOON (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Supplies: Balloon (1 per group) 
 
Today’s Bible verse: 
“Love (hug yourself) your neighbor (point toward children) as you love (hug yourself) yourself 
(point to self).” Mark 12:31 (extend hands like you’re holding a book). 
 
Directions: Practice the above verse with the children a few times. When ready, blow up a 
balloon. Pinch it closed, but do not tie it off. Count to three, then release the balloon so that it 
flutters and flies through the air. Challenge the children to recite the entire verse before the 
balloon runs out of air and falls to the ground. Repeat multiple times. If the children struggle to 
finish the verse before the balloon runs out of air, give them a head start before releasing the 
balloon. 
 
 

FORGIVE ME (Response to God Activity) 
Supplies: GO! Home Guide (printed on back of coloring sheet, 1 per child), crayons. 
 
Directions: Give each child a GO! Home Guide and some crayons or markers. The sheet will 
have a space for children to draw. Tell the children to draw a picture of a cross. While they’re 
drawing, ask the children to tell about a time they made a bad choice.  
 
Say: Jesus loves us so much that He died on the cross for us. When we tell Jesus about our 
bad choices and ask Him to forgive us, He makes those sins go away. Let’s say a prayer to 
God. We can tell Him about our bad choices and ask Him to forgive us. 
 
Prayer: Begin by asking if any of the children would like to pray. Allow any children who want to 
pray the opportunity to do so. When they’re finished, pray that God would forgive you and the 
children for the bad choices you’ve made and tell Jesus thank you for dying on the cross for us. 
 
 
 


