
February 19th, 2023 
Grades 1st-4th  
 
 

Bible Teaching: Bartimaeus 
Bible Passage: Luke 18:35-42, Mark 10:46-52   

brite* Idea: Jesus hears us when we call out to Him. 

 
Memory Verse: Jeremiah 29:12 
 

Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will hear you.  
 

 

He Question: What can we ask Jesus?  
Jesus cares about our struggles and we can ask Jesus anything, anytime. We 

should seek to pray according to His will, or in line with what He wants. 
 

We Question: Does Jesus always answer us right away? 

Jesus always hears and always answers, but that doesn't mean He always does 

what we ask. His answer may be "no" or "not yet.”  

 

Me Question: What does God want me to know about 

Him and what does this mean for me? 
Kids will be given the opportunity to reflect on the truth they learned about God and 
respond accordingly.  
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Teaching Intro  
 

Slide 2 Supplies: Noise-canceling headphones or earbuds with music playing 
 
Prep: None 
 
Instructions: Pick one kid at a time to put on the headphones or earbuds. Make sure the music 
volume is loud enough where they can’t hear you.  
 
Pick a second kid to whisper the phrases below. The kid with the headphones will try to guess 
what they are saying.  
 
Phrases: cheeseburger with fries, llamas in pajamas, fly to the moon, have mercy on me 
 
Say: Was it easy to hear what your friends were saying to you? Obviously it was a challenge, 
but you all did a good job trying. Today we are learning about how Jesus always hears us when 
we call out to Him. 
 
 
Slide 4 Today we will answer these two questions: 

 

What can we ask Jesus?  

Does Jesus always answer us right away?  

 

And at the end of our time today, the question you will be able to answer is: 
 
What does God want me to know about Him and what does this mean for me?  

 

Find It in the Bible 

The Bible is real and true. God gave us the Bible so that we could know Him. The Bible is filled 

with many books and stories, but it’s all a part of one BIG story – God’s Story.  

How does this relate to God’s bigger story?  

Creation: God is the Creator of all things, and He is very good. 

Fall: Adam and Eve sinned and disobeyed God. Sin broke the world and people were 

separated from God. All people have sinned so the relationship with God is broken for each of 

us. 

Redemption: People could not fix their sin problem on their own. God promised all throughout 

the Old Testament that He would send a Rescuer, a Messiah, to save the people from their sin. 

He sent His Son, Jesus. Jesus lived a perfect life and died on the cross to take the punishment 

for our sins. 

Restoration: When we trust in Jesus as our Savior, our relationship with God can be made 

right again. We don’t do anything to earn it and we don’t deserve it. God restores us through His 

grace. One day, Jesus will return and restore the whole broken world, making it new again. 



Where is this in the Bible?  

Slide 5 Say: Luke is one of the Gospels, the first four books of the New Testament. 

The Gospels tell us about Jesus’ life. In last week’s story, we learned about how Jesus 

welcomed children to Him. Today, we will see how Jesus heard the cry of someone 

else who needed Him. 

Open a Bible and show the kids the title page for the book of Luke. Then show them 

how to get to today’s Bible passage (Luke 18:35-42, Mark 10:46-52).  

 

Video 
Say: Let’s watch today’s video. Watch the intro video (Time 4:39) 

 

Bible Teaching: Bartimaeus 

Supplies: A small bell or object that you can wear or hold and it will make noise as you walk 

  

Say: One day, Jesus and His disciples were walking along the road close to Jericho. There was 

a blind man named Bartimaeus sitting by the side of the road.  

 

Have kids create a “roadway” by lining up in parallel lines. Make the roadway about six feet 

wide. 

 

Say: In those times, people who were blind didn’t get a lot of help. They had to beg on the side 

of the road to try to get what they needed. Bartimaeus was asking everyone who walked by for 

money.  

 

Have kids close their eyes, and keep them closed. Have them pause for a moment to think 

about what it might be like to be blind beside a road, asking for money. Explain that kids will 

keep their eyes closed until you tell them otherwise. 

  

Say: All of a sudden, Bartimaeus heard a crowd passing by. He asked those around him why 

there were so many people.  

 

Lead kids in making a crowd noise with their voices. 

  

Say: “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by,” they told him. 

  

The man had heard of Jesus. Everyone had by then. He knew Jesus was special. He believed 

Jesus could help him.  

  

Have kids make more crowd sounds and continue as you speak this paragraph. These crowd 

sounds shouldn’t be too loud, but you’ll speak loudly and yell Bartimaeus’ line so kids can hear 

over their crowd sounds. 



 

Read Luke 18:38-39 directly from your Bible, “And he cried out, “Jesus, Son of David, have 

mercy on me!” 39 And those who were in front rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried 

out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 

 

Bartimaeus was showing that He knew Jesus was the Messiah, the One God had promised to 

rescue them. 

  

 

Have kids shout “Have mercy on me! And then explain that you’ll walk along the “road” and 

they’ll try to listen for you. If they can’t hear you near them, they’ll whisper “Have mercy,” but as 

you get closer, they’ll continue to raise their voices. Before beginning, do two passes along the 

road without kids saying the line so they can get a feel for what the bell or other object sounds 

like when you’re near or far. Then begin, and continue until kids are able to regulate their “cries” 

according to where you are on the road. Then have kids stop. 

  

Say: Jesus heard Bartimaeus crying out and stopped. He told His disciples to bring the blind 

man to Him. “What do you want Me to do for you?” Jesus asked. 

  

“Lord, help me see!” Bartimaeus said. 

  

Read Luke 18:42 directly from your Bible, “And Jesus said to him, “Recover your sight; your faith 

has made you well.” 

 

Invite kids to open their eyes. 

  

Say: Immediately Bartimaeus could see! He followed Jesus and gave glory to God. Everyone 

who saw what happened praised God.  

 

Lead kids to clap and cheer for Jesus. 

  

Say: Even in the middle of a massive crowd, and even though Jesus was traveling somewhere 

else, He heard Bartimaeus cry out to Him. Jesus took the time to stop and speak to Bartimaeus 

and heal him. Jesus heard Bartimaeus, and He hears us when we call out to Him. 

  

Romans 10:13 says, “Whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” Just like 

Bartimaeus called on Jesus to heal his blindness, every single one of us must call on Jesus to 

be saved from our sins. The wrong things we do separate us from a relationship with God. We 

must be saved from that. We can’t save ourselves. We can’t fix our own sin problem. Only 

Jesus can do that. When we call out to Jesus, He is faithful to forgive us of our sins. (1 John 

1:9) 

 

 



Bible Teaching: Review  
 
Slides 10-16 Bring two kids to the front and place two crowns in front of them. After you 
read the question, the kid who grabs their crown first and answers correctly, wins, and 
stays in their spot. The other kid will sit down and another contestant will play.  
 

1. What was Bartimaeus doing when Jesus came along?  
Begging for money on the side of the road - This was common practice for those who 
were blind at that time. 

 
2. What did Bartimaeus call Jesus that showed he knew Jesus was the Messiah?  

Jesus, Son of David - Somehow Bartimaeus knew that Jesus was the One that God had 
promised would rescue them.  
 

3. What did the people around tell Bartimaeus to do when he was calling out to Jesus?  
They told him to be quiet.  

 
4. What did Baritmaeus say when Jesus asked what he wanted?  

Bartimaeus wanted to see. 
 

5. What did Bartimaeus do after he was healed?  
Followed Jesus and glorified God.  
 

6. Does Jesus always answer us right away?  
 Jesus always hears and always answers, but that doesn't mean He 

always does what we ask. His answer may be "no" or "not yet".  

 

7. What can we ask Jesus?  

Jesus cares about our struggles and we can ask Jesus anything, anytime. We 

should seek to pray according to His will, or in line with what He wants. 

 

Bible Teaching: Wrap-Up 
The brite* idea for the day is: Jesus hears us when we call out to Him. 
 

Slide 17 Memory Verse: Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, 

and I will hear you. Jeremiah 29:12 

 

Slide 18-19 He Question: What can we ask Jesus?  

Jesus cares about our struggles and we can ask Jesus anything, anytime. We 

should seek to pray according to His will, or in line with what He wants. 

 

We Question: Does Jesus always answer us right away? Jesus always hears 

and always answers, but that doesn't mean He always does what we ask. His 

answer may be "no" or "not yet.”  



 

Me Question: What does God want me to know about Him and what does 

this mean for me? 

Kids will be given the opportunity to reflect on the truth they learned about God and 
respond accordingly.  
 

Teaching Wrap-Up 

Jesus heard Bartimaeus when he called out from the side of the road. Others told him to be 
quiet, but Jesus heard him. See, in His upside-down kingdom, Jesus always hears us when we 
call. Jesus healed Bartimaeus because of his faith. Jesus hears us when we call out to Him. We 
can call out to Him anytime, about anything. He may not always answer exactly like we want, 
but He always hears us and always knows what is best. Praise God that we have a Savior who 
hears us when we call! 
 

Prayer: God, we thank You that You love us and You hear us. You care about our struggles.  

You aren’t a God who can’t hear us or who doesn’t care what we have to say. Help us call out to 
You. Help us talk to You all the time. We love You. Amen. 
 

 
 
DISMISS TO SMALL GROUP ROOMS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lesson extras such as videos, teaching slides & printables go to: 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14N7PBTUHELlfpRoqTh462aGE1euxxGwa?usp=sharing 

For Worship Videos and Actions go to: 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-75tq1i2zoo3ioooz3DCXz6UykatbE06?usp=sharing  

 

Countdown Timer with Questions start when they get in groups 

• What has been the furthest place you have traveled 

• How did it feel to be so far away from home? 

• What was the best and worst part of your week? 

• How did you grow as a resilient disciple of Jesus? 
 

Memory Verse: Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will hear 

you. Jeremiah 29:12 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Believing Experience  
Goal: For kids to discover who God is by engaging with the Bible 

 

 
Title: Be My Echo 

Supplies: None 

Prep: Bibles 

 

Instructions:  

1. Lead kids to find Jeremiah 29:12 in their Bible. Read the verse aloud together. 

2. Discuss: Who is the “me” and “I” in this verse referring to? What about the “you”? 

3. Discuss: Try to put this verse in your own words.  

4. Discuss: When would be a good situation to remember this verse?  

5. Have the kids line up. Stand somewhere all kids can easily see you. 

6. Say: Today we learned from our story that Jesus heard and answered Bartimaeus when 

he called. In this game, you are going to hear and answer me by becoming my echo. 

Whatever I say, you repeat back to me. 

SMALL GROUPS-SCHEDULE 1st Service 2nd Service 
Large Group Worship 
Welcome, Singing, Announcements, Baptisms, Communion, 
Offering, Belong Questions (forming small groups) 

9:00-9:20 10:30-10:50 

Large Group Teaching 
Teaching Intro, Today’s Questions, Brite Idea, Prayer, Find it in 
the Bible, Bible Passage, Point to Jesus, Memory Verse, Teaching 
Wrap Up 

9:20-9:40 10:50-11:10 

Small Group Experiences 
Believe, Become, Shine 

9:40-10:05 11:10-11:35 

Regather in Large Group for 
Dismissal 

10:05-10:10  11:35-11:40 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14N7PBTUHELlfpRoqTh462aGE1euxxGwa?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-75tq1i2zoo3ioooz3DCXz6UykatbE06?usp=sharing


7. Start by repeating a short phrase from the verse to each kid. (Ex: Say, “Then you will 

call” to the first kid, “upon me” to the second kid, “and come” to the third kid, “and pray to 

me,” to the fourth kid, “and I will hear you” to the fifth kid, “Jeremiah 29:11” to the sixth 

kid) 

8. Build your way up to repeating the entire verse to each kid. 

9. Then repeat the verse together as a group. 

10. Discuss: What does this verse tell us about God? 

11. Discuss: What does this verse tell us about how we can talk with God? 

 

Activity Wrap-Up: Take time this week to think about the awesome promise God gives us 
through His Word, that when we call on Him, He hears us! As much as our parents and friends 
care about us, even they cannot hear us when we call any time and any place—only God can 
do that. 

 
Becoming Experience  

Goal: For kids to learn to follow Jesus by applying faith to their lives 
 

 
Title: Scripture Journey 

  

Supplies: Printable page (1 copy) 

 

Prep:  Post the printable “Scripture Journey” pages around the room.  

 

Instructions: 

1. Say: Today, we learned that God hears our prayers any time, any place. The Bible is full 

of Scripture that agrees with this promise. We are going to explore a few of those today 

by following my directions to move through this journey. 

2. Give kids instructions on how to move their bodies between each station (Ex: hop like a 

bunny, fly like an airplane, slither like a snake, row in a boat, etc.) 

3. At each station, read the Scripture reference together and ask the following questions.  

4. Discuss: What does this verse tell us about God? 

5. Discuss: What does this verse teach us about prayer?  

6. After visiting each station, gather kids back together.  

7. Discuss: Which Scripture was your favorite? Why? 

8. Discuss: What would you tell someone if they said God doesn’t listen to us when we 

pray? 

Activity Wrap-Up: Jesus cares about our struggles and we can ask Him anything, anytime. He 
always hears us. This week, remember that you can call out to Him, no matter what is going on 
around you, and no matter where you are.  

 
 



Small Group Wrap Up 

Supplies Needed: Take Home page (1 per kid), writing utensils 
Prep: None 
 

Me Question - Younger Kids  
Say: We are going to take a few minutes to think about what we have learned today about 
Jesus. God wants us to love Him even more as we learn more about who He is.   

 

Pass out the Take Home printable. Instruct kids to think about what they’ve learned about God 

today and draw/write an answer to “What does God want me to know about Him?” 

 

Me Question - Older Kids  
Say: When we learn new things about following Jesus, it’s good to think about how we can 
respond. You could tell God “Thank You” or “I’m sorry.” You could tell Him something you want 
to do differently. You have a chance to respond to God right now. 
 

Pass out the Take Home printable. Instruct kids to think about what they’ve learned about God 

today and draw/write an answer to “What does this mean for me?” 

 

Choose Your Challenge 
Say: We want to respond to God and remember what He has taught us today. We also want to 
use what He’s taught us during the coming week. As we become more like Jesus, our lives 
change! 
 
Read the challenges from the Take Home Sheet aloud. Ask kids to mark which one they want to 
choose for this week.  
 

Prayer:  
Dear God, thank you that you hear us when we call. Help us remember that we can talk to you 
anywhere, any time. You are so good to us and we trust you. Amen. 
 

Say Goodbye 
Tell kids goodbye and thank them for being a part of your group.  

- As kids wait to be picked up, encourage them to complete the activities on the 
back of the Take Home sheet. As kids work, ask relationship-building questions, 
such as, “What are you looking forward to this week?” or “What do you do for 
fun?” 

- As parents pick up, look for opportunities to connect with them, pointing out the 
Take Home sheet their child is bringing home. 

 

 

 


