
February 12th, 2023 
Grades 1st-4th 
 
 

Bible Teaching: Jesus and the Children 

Bible Passage: Luke 18:15-17   
brite* Idea: Jesus loves kids.  

 
Memory Verse: Luke 18:16a  
 

But Jesus called them to Him, saying, “Let the children come to Me."  
 
He Question: What do we have to do for Jesus to love us?    
We don’t do anything. Jesus loves us first and loves us no matter what. 

 

We Question: Does Jesus only love the good kids?  
In Jesus' eyes, there aren't "good kids" and "bad kids." Jesus loves every single 

kid exactly as they are. When we understand how much Jesus loves us, we live 

our lives to honor Him. 

  

Me Question: What does God want me to know about Him 
and what does this mean for me?  
Kids will be given the opportunity to reflect on the truth they learned about God and 
respond accordingly.  
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Video 
Say: Let’s watch today’s video. Watch the intro video (Time 4:16) 

 

Teaching Intro  
Slide 2 Supplies: None 
 
Prep: None 
 
Instructions: Tell kids that you will say “Jesus loves all kids who…” and then you will finish with 
a description. If that description matches them, they should stand up and move to sit on a 
different colored dot.  
 
Say the following statements, allowing time for kids to switch chairs:  
 

● Jesus loves all the kids who are wearing blue.  
● Jesus loves all the kids who have short hair.  
● Jesus loves all the kids who have long hair.  
● Jesus loves all the kids who are wearing jewelry.  
● Jesus loves all the kids who like to read.  
● Jesus loves all the kids who like sports.  
● Jesus loves all the kids who have been on an airplane.  
● Jesus loves all the kids who have ridden in a car. 
● Jesus loves all kids whose name has a vowel in it. 
● Jesus loves all kids who like to play games. 
● Jesus loves all the kids with a nose.  

 
Say: Did you notice that every single one of you moved in this game? There is a great reason 
for that! Jesus loves all kids, as we will see in our story today. 
 
 
Slide 5 Today we will answer these two questions: 

 

What do we have to do for Jesus to love us? 

Does Jesus only love the good kids?  

 

And at the end of our time today, the question you will be able to answer is: 
 
What does God want me to know about Him, and what does this mean for me? 

 

 

Find It in the Bible 

The Bible is real and true. God gave us the Bible so that we could know Him. The Bible is filled 

with many books and stories, but it’s all a part of one BIG story – God’s Story.  

How does this relate to God’s bigger story?  



 

Creation: God is the Creator of all things, and He is very good. 

Fall: Adam and Eve sinned and disobeyed God. Sin broke the world and people were 

separated from God. All people have sinned so the relationship with God is broken for each of 

us. 

Redemption: People could not fix their sin problem on their own. God promised all throughout 

the Old Testament that He would send a Rescuer, a Messiah, to save the people from their sin. 

He sent His Son, Jesus. Jesus lived a perfect life and died on the cross to take the punishment 

for our sins. 

Restoration: When we trust in Jesus as our Savior, our relationship with God can be made 

right again. We don’t do anything to earn it and we don’t deserve it. God restores us through His 

grace. One day, Jesus will return and restore the whole broken world, making it new again. 

Slide 5 Where is this in the Bible?  

Say: Luke is one of the Gospels, the first four books in the New Testament. The book 

of Luke tells the story of Jesus’ life. In last week’s story, we learned about a woman 

who was so grateful for Jesus’ forgiveness, but the other people didn’t understand. 

Today, we will see how Jesus loved another group of people, and His closest friends 

didn’t even understand. 

Open a Bible and show the kids the title page for the book of Luke. Then show them 

how to get to today’s Bible passage (Luke 18:15-17).  

 

Bible Teaching: Jesus and the Children 

Lets watch our lesson video for today and then after that we will go over our review 

questions! 

 

Lesson Video: 3:04 

 

Bible Teaching: Review  
 
Slide 9-15 Use the PowerPoint slides to ask the review questions. Kids will answer by 
singing the word “True” in a super dramatic voice or saying “False” and putting their 
hands on their hips like a brave knight. 
 

1. Parents began to bring their children for Jesus to babysit them. (False) 
The parents wanted Jesus to bless their children.  
 

2. The disciples tried to send the parents and kids away. (True) 
We don’t really know why, but the disciples must have thought Jesus had better things to 
do than spend time with kids. They told the parents to leave. 
 

3. Jesus was very relieved that the kids were being sent away. (False) 



Jesus was indignant—He was really, really mad! He wanted kids brought to Him. Jesus 
loves kids. 
 

4. Jesus said, “Let the children come to Me, but the kingdom of heaven belongs to the 
grown ups.” (False) 
Jesus said that the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these - meaning the children!  
 

5. Jesus told the kids to stay six feet away from Him. (False) 
Jesus took the children in His arms. He showed everyone that He loved and accepted 
the kids.  
 

6. In Jesus' eyes, there aren't "good kids" and "bad kids." (True) 
Jesus loves every single kid just as they are.  
 

7. We must work really hard and be really good for Jesus to love us. (False) 
We don’t earn Jesus’ love. He loved us first and loves us no matter what.   

 

Bible Teaching: Wrap-Up  
 
The brite* idea for the day is: Jesus loves kids. 
 

Slide 17 Memory Verse: But Jesus called them to Him, saying, “Let the children 

come to Me."  Luke 18:16a 

 
Slide 18-19 He Question: What do we have to do for Jesus to love us?    
We don’t do anything. Jesus loves us first and loves us no matter what. 

 

We Question: Does Jesus only love the good kids?  
In Jesus' eyes, there aren't "good kids" and "bad kids." Jesus loves every single 

kid exactly as they are. When we understand how much Jesus loves us, we live 

our lives to honor Him. 

  

Me Question: What does God want me to know about Him and what does this 
mean for me?  
Kids will be given the opportunity to reflect on the truth they learned about God and 
respond accordingly.  
 

Teaching Wrap-Up 
Sometimes the world may not treat kids as very important. The disciples certainly didn’t. But 
Jesus’ kingdom is upside down from the world’s kingdom. Jesus made it clear that He loved 
kids and wanted them close to Him. Those kids didn’t have to do anything to make Jesus want 
them to come to Him. He loved them first, and He loved you first too. He wants you to draw 
close to Him, no matter who you are or what you’ve done. He loves you.  
 
 



Prayer 
 

God, thank You that kids are important to You. You see us. You love us. You want us to be 
close to You. Help us always remember that You welcome us. Amen. 
 

DISMISS TO SMALL GROUP ROOMS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lesson extras such as videos, teaching slides & printables go to: 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14N7PBTUHELlfpRoqTh462aGE1euxxGwa?usp=sharing 

For Worship Videos and Actions go to: 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-75tq1i2zoo3ioooz3DCXz6UykatbE06?usp=sharing  

 

Countdown Timer with Questions start when they get in groups 

• Does Jesus only love us when we are good or happy? 

• What are some ways we can show our love for Jesus? 

• What was the best and worst part of your week? 

• How did you grow as a resilient disciple of Jesus? 
 

Memory Verse: But Jesus called them to Him, saying, “Let the children come to Me."  

Luke 18:16 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Believing Experience  
Goal: For kids to discover who God is by engaging with the Bible 

 

 
Title:  Memory Verse Move Forward 

 

Supplies: Bible 

 

Prep: Establish a starting line and a finish line. 

 

Instructions:  

1. Lead kids to find Luke 18:16a in their Bible. Read the verse aloud together.  

2. Discuss: Who did Jesus want to come to Him?  

3. Discuss: Did He say which kids He wanted, such as the good kids or smart kids?  

4. Discuss: How can kids know if Jesus loves them or not? 

5. Have kids line up at a starting line and designate a finish line.  

SMALL GROUPS-SCHEDULE 1st Service 2nd Service 
Large Group Worship 
Welcome, Singing, Announcements, Baptisms, Communion, 
Offering, Belong Questions (forming small groups) 

9:00-9:20 10:30-10:50 

Large Group Teaching 
Teaching Intro, Today’s Questions, Brite Idea, Prayer, Find it in 
the Bible, Bible Passage, Point to Jesus, Memory Verse, Teaching 
Wrap Up 

9:20-9:40 10:50-11:10 

Small Group Experiences 
Believe, Become, Shine 

9:40-10:05 11:10-11:35 

Regather in Large Group for 
Dismissal 

10:05-10:10  11:35-11:40 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14N7PBTUHELlfpRoqTh462aGE1euxxGwa?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-75tq1i2zoo3ioooz3DCXz6UykatbE06?usp=sharing


6. Say: I am going to say the first part of our verse: “Jesus called them to Him saying…” 

and then pause. You will need to wait and see what I say next. If I say, “Let the children 

come to me.” then you can move forward until I start speaking again. If I say something 

different, you will stay in your spot and say, “Wrong!” 

7. Repeat the phrases, saying the wrong thing and saying the whole verse, encouraging 

kids to move accordingly.  

8. Continue until kids reach the finish line. Repeat as time allows.  

9. Say the verse all together one more time. 

10. Discuss: Why would it be good to remember this verse? 

 

 

Activity Wrap-Up: Jesus loves every single kid. If we ever doubt that, we can remember this 
verse and remember that God’s Word is always true. Jesus loves you, not because of anything 
you’ve done or haven’t done. He loves you just like you are. 

 

Becoming Experience 
Goal: For kids to learn to follow Jesus by applying faith to their lives 

 
 
Title: Jesus Loves Me When I… 

  

Supplies: Printable page (1 per kid), writing utensils, heart stickers (8 per kid) 

 

Prep: Print copies of the printable page for each kid. 

 

Instructions: 

1. Pass out a Jesus loves me printable and heart stickers to each kid. 

2. Say: We have learned today that Jesus loves kids. Let’s spend a few minutes thinking 

about when He loves us. Your page has several pictures of situations kids might be in. 

Place a heart sticker on every picture that shows a time that Jesus loves that kid.  

3. Allow kids a few minutes to place their stickers.  

4. Ask: Which scenes have heart stickers on them? 

5. Ask: Would it be possible to think of a situation that we wouldn’t put a sticker on? Why 

not? 

6. Say: Jesus loves us in every single situation we could ever be in. There is nothing we 

could do that would make Him stop loving us. He loves us so much that He died for our 

sins so that we could live forever with Him. 

7. Lead kids to use the writing utensils to draw their own scene in the last box.  

8. Allow kids to share their scenes and then add a heart sticker to them.  

 

Activity Wrap Up: Jesus loves every single kid exactly as they are. When we understand how 
much Jesus loves us, we live our life to honor Him. This week let’s remember how much Jesus 
loves us and how much He loves every kid around us. 

 
 



Small Group Wrap Up 
 
Supplies Needed: Take Home page (1 per kid), writing utensils 
 
Prep: None 

 
Me Question - Younger Kids  
Say: We are going to take a few minutes to think about what we have learned today about 
Jesus. God wants us to love Him even more as we learn more about who He is.   

 

Pass out the Take Home printable. Instruct kids to think about what they’ve learned about God 

today and draw/write an answer to “What does God want me to know about Him?” 

 

Me Question - Older Kids  
Say: When we learn new things about following Jesus, it’s good to think about how we can 
respond. You could tell God “Thank You” or “I’m sorry.” You could tell Him something you want 
to do differently. You have a chance to respond to God right now. 
 

Pass out the Take Home printable. Instruct kids to think about what they’ve learned about God 

today and draw/write an answer to “What does this mean for me?” 

 
Choose Your Challenge 
Say: We want to respond to God and remember what He has taught us today. We also want to 
use what He’s taught us during the coming week. As we become more like Jesus, our lives 
change! 
 
Read the challenges from the Take Home Sheet aloud. Ask kids to mark which one they want to 
choose for this week.  

 
Prayer: God, thank You for loving us more than we know, no matter what. Help us share 

Your love with all of the kids around us. Amen. 

 

Say Goodbye 
Tell kids goodbye and thank them for being a part of your group.  

- As kids wait to be picked up, encourage them to complete the activities on the 
back of the Take Home sheet. As kids work, ask relationship-building questions, 
such as, “What are you looking forward to this week?” or “What do you do for 
fun?” 

- As parents pick up, look for opportunities to connect with them, pointing out the 
Take Home sheet their child is bringing home.  

 


