
Jesus Loves 
Zacchaeus
Bible Story
Luke 19:1-10

Teacher Challenge
Zacchaeus probably wasn’t religious; being the chief
tax collector for the city of Jericho (and cheating its
taxpayers) likely took up most of his time and kept
him in a category all by himself! But when Jesus’ love
surprised Zacchaeus, he was changed completely! 

The power of Jesus’ surprising love picked Zacchaeus out of the crowd by name. It astounded the
crowd as He invited Himself to the home of the one man in town NO ONE wanted to visit! Jesus said
nothing about Zacchaeus’ sin. His loving acceptance brought such a change to Zacchaeus’ heart that 
repentance followed!  

� When has Jesus stopped you to surprise you with His amazing love?

� What’s a way to show that same gracious love to those you know regardless of others’ opinions?

It’s easy to feel unloved and unworthy of Jesus because of things we’ve done or things we haven’t
done. But let Him stop you with His love and forgiveness! Then freely live out His loving acceptance
and surprising love to the little ones you teach!

Teacher’s Planning
1. Choose which centers you

will provide and the order 
in which children will par-
ticipate in them. For tips 
on schedule planning, see 
page 9.

2. Plan who will lead each cen-
ter, making sure to have one
adult for approximately every
six children. For staffing tips
and ideas, see page 12.

© 2010 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted to original purchaser only. Growing with God Leader’s Guide • 225

Lesson 25

God’s Word“You are kind and forgiving, O Lord.” (See Psalm 86:5.) 

God’s Word and MeJesus loves me and forgives me when I do wrong.
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Play to Learn
Active Game Center: 
Circle Toss

Collect
Bible, beanbag.

Do
1. Children sit in a circle. Say, “Jesus loves

(Evan).” Toss the beanbag to Evan. Evan 
then says “Jesus loves (another child’s
name)” and tosses beanbag to that child.

2. Continue until all children have been named.

Talk About
� The Bible says, “You are kind and forgiving, O

Lord.” “Lord” is another name for Jesus. Jesus
loves us and when we ask, He forgives us for the
wrong things we do. Let’s play a game that will
help us remember Jesus’ love.

� Alexandra, has anyone ever been unkind to you?
Sometimes it’s hard to be forgiving when people
are unkind. But Jesus always forgives us when we
do wrong things.

� Pray briefly, Dear Jesus, thank You for loving us.
Thank You for forgiving us when we do wrong
things. We love You.

For Younger Children
Toss beanbag to child, who then tosses beanbag back to you. Continue in this way until you have
tossed beanbag to all children.

For Older Children
After each round, change the phrase children say, incorporating words from the Bible verse (“Jesus is
kind to . . . ,” “Jesus forgives . . . ,” etc.).
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Play to Learn
Art Center: 
Paper Trees

Collect
Bible, brown wrapping paper, ruler, scissors, 
green construction paper, light-colored con-
struction paper, glue.

Prepare
For each child, from brown wrapping paper cut
one 3x6-inch (7.5x15-cm) strip (for tree trunk) and
several 1x3-inch (2.5x7.5-cm) strips (for tree branches). 

Do
1. Children twist brown paper to make tree trunks and branches and glue them to a sheet of light-

colored construction paper.

2. Children tear green construction paper and glue pieces to paper trunk and branches as leaves.

Talk About
� In today’s Bible story, a man named Zacchaeus

climbed up in a tree so that he could see Jesus. Later 
in the story, Zacchaeus wanted Jesus to forgive him
for all of the wrong things he had done. Jesus did for-
give him! Let’s make a picture of a tree to remind us
of how Zacchaeus met Jesus.

� The Bible says, “You are kind and forgiving, O Lord.”
“Lord” is another name for Jesus. Jesus loves us and
forgives us for the wrong things we do. All we have 
to do is ask. 

� Pray briefly, Dear Jesus, we are sorry for the wrong
things we do. Please forgive us. We love You.

For Younger Children
Instead of expecting children to twist brown paper to make tree trunks and branches, before class,
draw tree trunk and branches on construction paper. Tear green construction paper before class. 
Children glue torn green construction paper to tree outline.

For Older Children
Give each child a person shape cut from construction paper. Child colors figure to represent Zacchaeus
and glues figure next to or in tree.
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Construction Center: 
Road to Jericho

Collect
Bible, blocks, small leafy branch, play dough, 
toy people.

Do
1. Children use blocks to outline a long road.

Children place end of branch in a lump of 
play dough and place next to road.

2. Children use toy people to act out the Bible story. (Be prepared to retell the 
Bible story several times as children come and go from the Construction Center.) 

Talk About
� In our Bible story today, Jesus came walking

down the road into Jericho. There were many
people wanting to see Jesus. Zacchaeus was
too short to see Jesus, so he climbed a tree.
Zacchaeus had done wrong things. But Jesus
wanted to come to his house anyway. Jesus
was kind and forgave Zacchaeus. Let’s build
the road that Jesus walked along.

� Jesus was kind to Zacchaeus. We can be kind
to others, too. Savannah, Jack needs a long
block. What can you do to be kind to Jack?
You can pass Jack some blocks! 

� The Bible says, “You are kind and forgiving,
O Lord.” “Lord” is another name for Jesus.
Jesus will forgive us when we do unkind
things. All we have to do is be sorry and 
ask Him to forgive us.

� Pray briefly, Dear Jesus, we’re sorry for the
unkind things we do. Please forgive us. 

For Younger Children
Children use blocks to build constructions of their own choice. For young children, joy comes from the
process of arranging the blocks and not in the quality of the finished product. Use conversation ideas
above to link children’s activity to being kind and loving.

For Older Children
Provide cardboard boxes and empty cereal boxes. Children use boxes to build the town of Jericho.
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Play to Learn
Dramatic Play Center: 
Money Matters

Collect
Bible, toy money, empty grocery containers and
boxes, shopping bags; optional—Lesson 25 Money
Matters Patterns from Growing with God CD-ROM,
green card stock, scissors.

Prepare
(Optional: Make several copies of Money Matters
Patterns on green card stock and cut out.)

Do
Children play with money, acting out situations when money would be used. Children can pretend to
be moms or dads giving children an allowance. Other children can set up a store, while others set up a
bank where children can deposit and withdraw money. 

Talk About
� In today’s Bible story, a man named Zac-

chaeus had a LOT of money. Zacchaeus
had done wrong by taking this money
from other people. But Jesus was kind
to Zacchaeus and forgave Zacchaeus for
the wrong things he had done. Let’s use
this pretend money to do good!

� Steven, you are buying a lot of groceries!
How can you do good with all the food
you bought? You can invite others to
share in the meal!

� Jenny, how will you use your money? It is good to give money to our church to help peo-
ple who are in need. 

� The Bible says, “You are kind and forgiving, O Lord.” Jesus loves and forgives us when we
do wrong. Pray briefly, Dear Jesus, thank You for loving us. We’re glad that when we ask,
You forgive us for the wrong things we do.

For Younger Children
Provide several money banks (that can be easily opened) or cardboard boxes with slits for children to
put money into.

For Older Children
Children use toy clothing and toy dishes to set up a yard sale. Provide stickers and markers for children
to make price tags. Children take turns being sellers and buyers.
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Listen to Learn
Luke 19:1-10

Collect
Bible, Bible Story 42 pictures from God’s Story for
Me Poster Pack #2, Preschool Music #2 DVD or CD
and player, small leafy branch or classroom object.

Greet Each Other
Lead children in a game similar to Hot Potato.
Children sit cross-legged in a circle and pass the
branch or classroom object around the circle while
you play “Jesus Loves Me” (track 7 on CD). When
you stop the music, the child with the branch or 
classroom object says, “Jesus loves me and you!” 
Repeat several times.

Tell the Story
Open your Bible to Luke 19. Tell the story using the pictured motions (keywords in bold) or show Bible
Story 42 pictures.

What would you do if you had lots of money?  Let’s listen to hear about a man who had lots
of money.

Zacchaeus had a LOT of money. He had a lot of money because he took money that
did NOT belong to him! 

Zacchaeus had done many wrong things by taking this money. People did not like
him because of all the times he had taken money that was not his.

One day Jesus came to the town where Zacchaeus lived. I want to go see Jesus, he 
decided. Off he hurried to the road where Jesus was walking. 

A large crowd of people had come to see Jesus. So when Zacchaeus got there, he
couldn’t see Jesus! Zacchaeus was very short. Even on tiptoe he could not see 
over the crowd of people. 

But then Zacchaeus had an idea. He ran to a big tree. And he climbed up-up-UP the
tree. Now he could see over all the people!

Zacchaeus could see Jesus. Jesus came closer and closer—until Jesus was right under
the tree! Jesus stopped and looked up at Zacchaeus.

“Come down, Zacchaeus,” said Jesus. “I want to stay at your house today.” Zacchaeus
climbed down-down-down from that tree. He was surprised that Jesus talked to him!
But Zacchaeus was very glad to have Jesus come to his house.

Jesus loves me! Zacchaeus must have thought. He thought about the wrong things he
had done. He thought about the money he had wrongly taken away from people. Zac-
chaeus told Jesus he wanted to give back the money he had taken. And he wanted to
give money to the poor people, too! Zacchaeus had learned to love Jesus. Jesus was
not angry at him, even though Zacchaeus had done wrong things. Jesus was kind and
forgiving to him.
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Talk About the Story
What wrong thing did Zacchaeus do? (Zacchaeus had taken money that did not belong to him.)
Jesus showed Zacchaeus that He loved him, even though Zacchaeus had done wrong things.
Jesus loves us, too! Jesus will forgive us for the wrong things we do. When we feel sorry we
did something wrong, what should we do? (Tell Jesus we are sorry. Ask Jesus to forgive us.) What
will Jesus do? (Forgive us.)

Sing to God
Let’s sing a song about Jesus. Lead children in singing song “Jesus Loves You and Me” (on DVD or
track 8 on CD). This song tells us that Jesus listens when we pray. That means when we pray
and ask Jesus to forgive us for the wrong things we do, Jesus is listening! Jesus loves us and
forgives us when we ask Him to.

Hear and Say God’s Word
Holding your Bible open to Psalm 86:5, say verse
aloud. “Lord” is another name for Jesus. This
verse tells us that Jesus is kind and forgiv-
ing. He will forgive us when we do wrong.
All we have to do is ask. Lead children in re-
peating the verse by echoing phrases after you:
“You are kind/and forgiving/O Lord.” Repeat 
several times.

Pray to God
Dear God, sometimes we do wrong things. But we want to do what is right. Thank You for
loving us always. Thank You for forgiving us when we are sorry for the wrong things we do.
In Jesus’ name, amen.

Praise to God
Stand in a circle with the children and say, I’m so glad that Jesus is kind and forgiving. I’m going
to jump up and down! Children copy your motion. The child standing next to you says, I’m so glad
that Jesus is kind and forgiving. I’m going to (wiggle my fingers). Continue going around the circle
until each child has had a turn. (Younger children copy your motions instead of suggesting their own.)
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Option: Vary the manner in which you andthe children speak (loudly, softly, whisper-ing, low, high, etc.). 
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Talk to Learn
Bible Story Activity Pages Center
Collect
A copy of Activity 42 from The Big Book of Bible Story
Activity Pages #2 for yourself and each child, scissors,
crayons or markers; optional—small leaves, glue.

Do
Lead children to complete pages following the instruc-
tions. (Optional: Children glue leaves to tree.) Use the
conversation suggestions as children complete their
pages and retell the story. 

Preschool Puzzle Center
Collect
Copies of Bible Story Puzzle 25, Bible Verse
Puzzle 25 and/or Challenge Puzzle 25 from 
The Big Book of Preschool Puzzles #2 for each
child; pencils, crayons or markers.

Do
Children complete the puzzles and color pages. Use
the conversation suggestions on the pages.

Read-Aloud Story Center
Collect
A copy of Story Picture 25 from The Big Book of Read-
Aloud Stories #2 for yourself and each child, crayons
or markers.

Do
Read the story and distribute pictures. Use the 
conversation suggestions as children complete 
their pages.
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• Child cuts as indicated and colors scenes. 
• Child folds page so that tree pops up in Scene 2.
• Child turns pages to retell story.

Name ________________

fo
ld

Scene 3

��

Scene 1

Fold to inside.

Fold to
 in

sid
e.

“You are kind
and forgiving, 

O Lord.”
(See Psalm 86:5.)

Bible Story Activity 42

“You are kind and forgiving, O Lord.”(See Psalm 86:5.)
Color the picture. Fold the page. Show one scene at a time to retell the story.

Scene 2

fold
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