
Preschool

Lesson Prepared by Tiffany Blum
Little Ones, Northside Christian Church

Lesson 12

Jesus Loves Zacchaeus
Based on: Luke 19:1-10

“I will be glad and rejoice in your love.”

Psalm 31:7



Teacher Preparation

Supplies

Lesson 12 Teacher Guide - GL Preschool Year 2 Winter-

You can use the  Teacher Preparation Sheet  to help plan for this lesson.

You can order the Preschool Music #2 CD or physical copies of lesson posters and other

resources while supplies last by calling 800-446-7735.

Who?

Zacchaeus, Jesus

What?

When Jesus met Zacchaeus and went to his home for dinner, Jesus taught Zacchaeus that He is

loving and forgiving (Luke 19:1-10)

When & Where?

During the final weeks of Jesus' life, in the city of Jericho

Why?

To help children understand that Jesus loves them and will help them be kind to others

Goals For Each Child

Tell a way Jesus was kind and showed love to Zacchaeus1.
Demonstrate love and kindness to another child2.
Show gladness because of Jesus' love3.
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Teacher Challenge

Luke 19:1-10.

How does the story of Jesus' forgiveness of Zacchaeus encourage you? How can it make a

difference in the lives of the children you teach?

Zacchaeus probably wasnt religious; being the chief tax collector for the city of Jericho (and

cheating its taxpayers) likely took up most of his time and kept him in a category all by himself!

But when Jesus' love surprised Zacchaeus, he was changed completely!

The power of Jesus' surprising love picked Zacchaeus out by name. Jesus astounded the crowd

as He invited Himself to the home of the one man in town NO ONE wanted to visit! Jesus said

nothing about Zacchaeus's sin. His loving acceptance brought such a change to Zacchaeus's

heart that repentance followed!

When has Jesus stopped you to surprise you with His amazing love?-

What's a way to show that same gracious love to those you know, regardless of
others' opinions?

-

It's easy to feel unloved and unworthy of Jesus because of things we've done or things we haven't

done. But let Him stop you with His love and forgiveness! Then freely live out His loving

acceptance and surprising love to everyone you know, especially the little ones you teach!
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30 minutes

Play to Learn

Teachers guide small groups of children in one or more activities

Bible Story Activities

Art Center

Supplies

Bible-

Toilet-paper tubes-

Scissors-

Small paper plates-

Green tissue paper-

Glue sticks-

Prepare

Cut cardboard tubes in half. Then cut two slits at one end of each cardboard tube. Cut paper

plates in half.

Do

Give each child a paper plate half to cover with tissue paper. When children are finished, help

them insert their plates into the slits in the tubes to make trees. Talk about what Zacchaeus had

to do to see Jesus.

Teaching Tip

If you do not have cardboard tubes, have children glue a craft stick to the back of the paper plate

to make the tree trunk.

Tip For Younger ChildrenChildren color the paper plate half with green crayon instead of covering with tissue paper.Blocks CenterUse of this document is subject to the terms and conditions at https://disciplr.com/terms.
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Supplies

Bible-

Blocks-

Sheets of cardboard-

Small tree branch standing upright in a lump of play dough-

Toy people-

Do

Children arrange blocks to build a road and houses. Children place cardboard on top of houses

to make roofs and place tree branch by road to make a Bible story scene. Children use toy

people to act out the Bible story.

Teaching Tip

Provide several tree branches in play dough for children to use in their story scene.

Tip For Younger Children

Some children may simply want to stack blocks on top of each other. As children play freely, use

the Talk About ideas.

Talk About

In our Bible story today, Zacchaeus was too short to see Jesus, so he climbed
a tree. Zacchaeus had done wrong things. But Jesus wanted to come to his
house anyway. Jesus was kind. He showed that He loved Zacchaeus.

-

Open Bible. The Bible says, "I will be glad and rejoice in your love." Zacchaeus
was glad to learn that Jesus loved him. We can be glad that Jesus loves us,
too.

-

What can you do to show love and be kind to someone in class? At home? At
the park?

-

Bible Verse Activities
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Dramatic Play Center

Supplies

Bible-

Different types of uncooked pasta-

Bowls-

Do

Children pretend to make a pasta dinner as you talk about ways to show love and kindness to

others.

Enrichment Ideas

Children wear aprons as they pour pasta.1.
Provide paper plates for children to glue pasta onto.2.

Tip For Younger Children

Children play with toy food instead of pasta.

Game Center

Supplies

Bible-

Stuffed animals-

Do

Give each child a stuffed animal to hold. Play "Jesus Loves You and Me" as children march

around in a circle holding their animals. When you stop the music, invite children to trade

animals with someone else. Continue as time permits. Talk about ways to show God's love.

Teaching Tip
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If you do not have enough stuffed animals for every child to have one, also use toy animals or

other objects.

Tip For Younger Children

When you stop the music, children freeze but do not trade animals.

Talk About

Refer to open Bible. The Bible says, "I will be glad and rejoice in your love."
Jesus always loves us. Because of Jesus' love, we can show love to others,
too.

-

Katie, what is a kind and loving thing you can do when someone needs a
stuffed animal? That's right! Sharing a stuffed animal with your friend is
kind. That is a way to show love.

-

Kyle, who can you be kind to today? When you play cars with your brother,
what is something kind you can do?

-

Pray with children, Thank You, Jesus, for loving us. Please help us be kind to
others. Amen.

-

Use of this document is subject to the terms and conditions at https://disciplr.com/terms.

Northside Christian Church, Little Ones
Lesson prepared by Tiffany Blum 7



15 minutes

Listen to Learn

Supplies

Bible-

Callie puppet-

Small tree branch-

Flannel board-

Optional—God's Story for Me Bible storybook-

Story Figures 53-57 - GL PreK/K Year 2 Winter-

One teacher leads this large-group time to guide children in hearing and understanding the Bible

story and Bible verse

Come Together

Children sit in a semicircle in front of you. Clap a simple rhythmic pattern (short-long, short-

long, short-long). Children imitate your rhythmic clapping. Clap the pattern with children

echoing pattern; then increase the rhythm's speed and encourage children to echo faster speed.

Repeat with a new pattern.

Bible Verse

Open Bible to Psalm 31:7. The Bible says, "I will be glad and rejoice in your love."
Jesus loves us! I am glad for His love. Who are some other people who can be glad
for Jesus' love? Tyler and Andrew can be glad and rejoice in Jesus' love. Repeat until

all children's names have been used.

Prayer

I'm glad Jesus loves us. He is kind to us. Let's tell Jesus "Thank You" for His love
and kindness. Lead children in saying, "Thank You" together. Then end the prayer by saying,

Dear Jesus, thank You for loving us. Please help us show love and be kind to other
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people, too. Amen.

Teaching Tip

Some children may not be ready to join in repeating words with you. But they are learning, and

they will enjoy being invited to participate.

Song

This song tells us reasons we can be glad. Play "Jesus Loves You and Me" several times,

inviting children to sing along with you.

Puppet Time

Supplies

"Bird Watching" Puppet Script - GL Preschool Year 2 Winter-

Use Callie puppet to perform the puppet script on the last page of this lesson.

Bird Watching

(Note: Play both parts, changing your voice for the puppet. Or you may have a helper
play one of the parts.)
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Callie: Hi, Teacher!

Leader: Hi, Callie! Did you have a good week?

Callie: It was okay.

Leader: Why did you only have an "okay" week?

Callie: Well, I got stuck in a tree.

Leader: You did?! Someone in our Bible story today climbed a tree. But he didn't get stuck. He

just wanted to see better. Getting stuck sounds scary.

Callie: It was!

Leader: Well, what happened?

Callie: I was sitting in my favorite spot looking out the window. All of a sudden I saw a bird land

on a tree branch. (Gets distracted. ) Do you like birds, Teacher?

Leader: I do like birds. It is fun to watch them fly.

Callie: (Sighs.) Yeah, I like watching them fly, too. But I was afraid that the bird would fly away

before I got a closer look.

Leader: Oh, so is that when you climbed the tree?

Callie: Yes! The door was open. I ran outside and climbed the tree faster and faster. But you will

never guess what happened.

Leader: What?

Callie: The bird flew away. (Sighs again.) AND all of the sudden I realized how high I was and I

got scared!
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Leader: What did you do?

Callie: I saw someone walking by the tree. So I said, "M-e-e-o-o-w!"

Leader: What did the person do?

Callie: He looked up at me but then walked away. (Sighs.) I felt sad. BUT then he came back!

And he had a tall metal thing with steps on it. (Sounds very confused.) Do you know what it is? I

don't know the word. A lidder? A lodder?

Leader: A ladder?

Callie: Yes! That's it! A ladder. The person climbed the ladder and then carried me down.

Leader: That sounds like a kind person.

Callie: Yes! He made me want to be kind and help someone else. Was there a kind person in

your Bible story today?

Leader: Oh yes! (Speaks to children.) Who was the kind person who talked to Zacchaeus in our

Bible story? (Pauses for children to respond.) And after Jesus was kind to Zacchaeus, Zacchaeus

wanted to be kind to other people, too.

Callie: Hey! That's great!

Bible Story

Jesus Loves Zacchaeus | Luke 19:1-10

Use small tree branch and Figures 53-57 to help tell the Bible story on the next page.

Teaching Tip

Take a few moments at the beginning of your large-group time to make sure that children are

sitting comfortably and are able to see you and the visual aids you will be using.
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Introduction

Show small tree branch. Have you ever seen someone climb a tree? Volunteers answer.

Listen to our story to find out why a man named Zacchaeus climbed a tree. (Hold

your Bible open to Luke 19 as you tell the following story.)

Zacchaeus Wants A Look

Zacchaeus had a LOT of money. He had a lot of money because he took money that did NOT

belong to him! Zacchaeus had been unkind. People did not like him because of all the times he

had taken money that was not his.

One day, Jesus came to the town where Zacchaeus lived. The people crowded the road, waiting

to see Jesus. I want to see Jesus, too Zacchaeus decided. He hurried to the road where Jesus was

walking.

Zacchaeus Finds A Tree

But when Zacchaeus got there, he could NOT see Jesus. Zacchaeus was not very tall. There were

so many people who wanted to see Jesus. Even when he stood on tiptoe, Zacchaeus couldn't see

over the people.

But then Zacchaeus had an idea. He ran to a big tree. He climbed up-up-UP the tree. Now he

could see over all the people!

Zacchaeus could see Jesus. Jesus came closer and closer—until Jesus was right under the tree!

Jesus stopped and looked up at Zacchaeus.

Jesus Shows Love

"Come down, Zacchaeus," said Jesus. "I want to stay at your house today." Zacchaeus climbed

down, down, down from that tree. He was surprised that Jesus talked to him! But Zacchaeus was

very glad to have Jesus come to his house.

Zacchaeus Plans To Do Right

Zacchaeus must have been surprised that Jesus wanted to come to his house. He thought about

the unkind things he had done. He thought about the money he had wrongly taken from people.

Zacchaeus was sorry he had taken the money. Zacchaeus told Jesus he wanted to give back the

money he had taken. And he wanted to give money to poor people, too! Jesus was not angry at

him, even though Zacchaeus had done wrong things. Jesus was kind to him. Jesus loved

Use of this document is subject to the terms and conditions at https://disciplr.com/terms.
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Zacchaeus. And Zacchaeus loved Jesus!

Conclusion

Jesus loved Zacchaeus and was kind to him. We know that Jesus loves us, too.
Jesus will help us be kind and show His love to others. I'm so glad for Jesus' love.
The Bible says, "I will be glad and rejoice in your love." (Optional: Review story by

using pages 403-408 in God's Story for Me Bible storybook.)

Creative Bible Storytelling Idea

Use blocks to make a path and a house. Set an artificial or real plant next to the block road. Use

toy people to tell the Bible story. Hide Zacchaeus in the tree until Jesus walks under tree.

Use of this document is subject to the terms and conditions at https://disciplr.com/terms.
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15 minutes

Talk to Learn

Teachers guide small groups of children to complete TalkTime activity pages and other activities as

time allows

TalkTime Activity Page

Supplies

Bible-

Markers or crayons-

Lesson 12 TalkTime Activity Page - GL Preschool Year 2 Winter-

Activity Stickers - GL Preschool Year 2 Winter-

Do

Hand out TalkTime activity pages and demonstrate how to complete the page. Distribute sticker

pages and crayons or markers. As children complete their own page, talk about the items on the

page.

Family Funtime Page

Show page 1 of Lesson 12 Family FunTime, review the conversation suggestions, and give the

papers to children to take home.

Bible Story Game

Do

Today in our Bible story, Jesus showed love to Zacchaeus. Jesus was kind to him,
even though Zacchaeus had been unkind to others. God shows love to us, too. He
loves us, even when we are not kind to others. Let's say a poem and do motions to
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remember this story. Children repeat phrases and do the pictured motions. Repeat as time

and interest allow.

Zacchaeus heard the people say, 
"Jesus is coming here today." 
Zacchaeus thought, What will I do? 
For I want to see Jesus, too.
He thought of just the way to see—
Zacchaeus climbed into a tree!
When Jesus saw him in the tree,
He said, "Please come down here to me.
I want to be your friend today."
Zacchaeus hurried to obey.

Music Fun

During transition times, invite children to sing along as they listen to "Jesus Loves You and Me",

"Welcome, Hello!" and/or "Good-Bye for Now".

Talk About

Why couldn't Zacchaeus see Jesus? What did Zacchaeus do?-

Zacchaeus had been unkind to many people. Zacchaeus did not think Jesus
would want to talk to him because he had been unkind.

-

What did Jesus say to Zacchaeus when Zacchaeus was in the tree? How did
Jesus show love and kindness to Zacchaeus?

-

What did Zacchaeus want to do after he learned about Jesus' love?-

Jesus loves us, too. We can tell Jesus that we are glad for His love. Lead
children in a brief prayer.

-
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Disciplr Digital Product End User License Agreement
This single use/download print edition digital work (“Work”) is protected by copyright and
other laws. By downloading this copy of the Work, you agree to be bound by these terms.
Your use also is subject to the Disciplr Terms of Use located at https://disciplr.com/terms.
 
This is a downloadable/digital product—no physical product will ship. Downloadable
products cannot be returned, sold, or relicensed. See the Disciplr Terms of Use for
information about obtaining a replacement for corrupted files.
 
This Work is licensed, not sold, to Northside Christian Church (“Subscriber”)
during the Term of the Subscriber's active subscription to Disciplr.com,
according to the following restrictions:
 

Subscriber may use the Work only during Subscriber's active subscription to
Disciplr.com. Upon termination or expiration of Subscriber's subscription,
Subscriber must delete and destroy all copies of the Work.
 
Subscriber has the limited, nonexclusive, nontransferable, nonsublicensable right to
download (to a single computer or mobile device), display, use and perform on a
computer or mobile device, and print and distribute printed classroom copies of the
Work in connection with its noncommercial ministry and for the purpose(s) for
which the Work is provided only.
 
Subscriber may make as many printed copies of the Work as are needed for its class
size and uses.
 
Each copy of the Work must be a true and complete copy, including all copyright and
trademark notices, and Subscriber may not (and may not permit others to) alter,
change, edit, or make derivative works of all or part of the Work.
 
Subscriber may not extract any portion of the Work for any use except as permitted
herein.
 
Subscriber may not sell or charge for copies of the Work, and may not share the
Work outside of the licensed classroom.
 
Subscriber may not post the Work (or any portion of it) online, in social media or on
a website without prior written permission (except for a short quotation in
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Disciplr reserves the right to terminate this EULA upon written (including emailed)
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