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Audition Information for Speaking Parts 
The Night Shift Before Christmas 

Sunday, October 2nd Auditions are for SPEAKING PARTS ONLY 

 

Speaking Parts 

We are glad your child is interested in auditioning for an extra part in the musical “The Night 

Shift Before Christmas” If your child would like a non-speaking part (like person at the manger 

scene or other acting parts that don’t require speaking aloud), there is no need to audition.  These 

parts do not require additional practices and will be assigned and learned during regular choir 

rehearsals.  Please know that not everyone who auditions gets a speaking part but we do try to 

offer everyone some type of part.   

 

Auditions for 2022 will be VERY different than in previous years.  So if your child is a choir 

veteran please read VERY carefully so you understand this year’s audition process.   

 

STEPS TO SIGN UP FOR AUDITIONS 
1. Make sure your child is eligible.  This means your child is in 2nd-6th grade and can 

commit to the dress rehearsal on Dec 10 (no coming late or leaving early).   Please also 

make sure that you child WANTS a speaking part.  Please do not make your child 

audition for an extra speaking part if they are not interested and willing to put in the work 

it requires.   

2. See the online Audition Form for available 30-minute audition time slots.  On Oct 2, 

your child will need to be dropped off 5 minutes before their time slot and picked up at 

the end of the 30 minutes.  Options for audition times will be: 3:00-3:30, 3:30-4:00, 4:00-

4:30, 4:30-5:00.  Feel free to bring dinner or snacks or hang out in the student lobby with 

your kids until regular choir rehearsal at 5:30.    

3. Read through the Audition Scene and have your child choose ONE character to 

portray at auditions:  Owner, Waiter/Waitress, Trainee, or Customer.  Be sure to check 

the online audition form and sign up BEFORE your child starts memorizing.  There are 

only TWO slots for each character at each 30 minute audition time.  So once the “Owner” 

character is taken twice at all 4 time slots your child would need to select another 

character to portray.   

4. The online Audition Form will be open Sept 18 after practice.  The deadline to fill out the 

audition form online is Sept 28. 

 

STEPS TO PREPARE FOR AUDITIONS 
1.  ALL KIDS AUDITIONING WILL BE ASKED TO SING HAPPY BIRTHDAY, even 

though they are auditioning for a speaking part.  A character could have a small solo that 

goes with their part, so we need to hear everyone sing.   

  Happy Birthday to you!  Happy Birthday to you!  Happy Birthday Dear Jesus, 

Happy Birthday to you! 

 

2.  AFTER YOU HAVE SIGNED UP for auditions, re-read though the audition scene and 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe86lKYmHTMVMRH7JbY4iCsP5NFkz25_pTVlAOOvE4VoMmIwA/viewform?usp=sf_link
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begin learning the part of the character you selected when signing up.  Then 

MEMORIZE that character’s lines and be prepared to embody that character to the 

best of your ability.  Speak, act, sound, make facial expressions, use body language and 

you can even dress like you think that character would.  No matter which character you 

portray at auditions, you are automatically eligible any role and could be cast as a 

different character. In other words, just because you read the part of “Customer” during 

the audition, it does not mean that is the only part we will consider you for. 

   

3.   If you are cast for a speaking part, YOU WILL HAVE 2-7 REQUIRED EXTRA 

REHEARSALS (depending on the size of role) from the list below and all speaking 

parts are required there for the entirety of the dress rehearsal on Dec 10.  
Sun, Oct. 9th – 3:30-5:30 pm 

Sun, Oct. 16th – 3:30-5:30 pm 

Sun, Oct. 23rd – 3:30-5:30 pm 

Sun, Nov. 6th – 3:30-5:30 pm 

Sun, Nov. 13th – 3:30-5:30 pm 

Sun, Nov. 20th – 3:30-5:30 pm 

Sun, Dec. 4th – 3:30-5:30 pm 

 

(During the above practices please provide a light supper or snack for your child to eat 

between 5:10-5:30. Lunchables and chips will be provided for anyone without a 

supper/snack.) 
 

We cannot emphasize enough how important PRACTICE IS TO THE OUTCOME OF 

YOUR AUDITION.  We will be looking for those kids who have put time and effort into 

their audition because having a key role in a musical takes lots of hard work.  Audition 

results will be emailed to parents and scripts will be passed out the following Sunday. 
Thanks for your support!  You pray for us and we’ll pray for you.  Have fun and enjoy the 

experience!    
 

- Tiffany & Garrett  

Online Audition Form: www.northsidechristianchurch.net/christmasprogram 
 

Additional Audition Tips for Kids 
• Be prepared…practice, practice, practice so you’ll be most comfortable. 

• When singing, don’t fidget/grab shirt, twist back and forth. 

• Raise your eyebrows and sing with energy…it will help you stay on pitch. 

• Even though you are only singing Happy Birthday, do so with confidence and make sure 

that shows on your face. 

• When speaking, make sure your hands and feet are following the acting coming out of 

your mouth. Put your whole self into the part. 

• Make eye contact with other characters and judges. 

• Smile and relax as best you can. 

• If you mess up, know that you can try again. 

• Be creative. Give your character personality.  

• Have fun and enjoy the experience. 

• Be on time. Running late will make you more nervous 
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Audition Scene  
The Night Shift Before Christmas 

 
Setting 

The scene is set in Bethlehem the year and the night that Jesus was born (though he hasn’t 
been born yet).  The characters are at a local restaurant: Bethlehem’s 24 hour Falafel House, 
during the night shift. The owner is considering not staying open during the night shift 
anymore because nothing exciting ever happens in Bethlehem.   

Character Descriptions 

(For the Audition the character names have been replaced with these generic descriptions so 
they can be played by both boys and girls). 

Waiter/Waitress: The head person in charge of Bethlehem’s 24 hour Falafel House.  A gruff 
person with a heart of gold, following God and training a new night shift waiter/waitress 
(trainee). 

Owner: The Falafel House owner and cook.  Not exactly sure what to believe about the coming 
Messiah.  

Trainee:  Newest employee of the falafel house restaurant.  Believes in prophecy about the 
coming Messiah with a child-like faith. 

Customer:  In town for the census and comes into the Falafel House as a customer. Also 
believes in the prophecies about the coming Messiah. 

Audition Scene – Lines need to be memorized 

Waiter (Waitress): Ah, the kids must have left these after school this afternoon.  They’ll be 
panicked. 

Owner:  What are those? 

Trainee:  Oh, it’s called “social media”.  The kids send message to each other.  It’s the 
new craze. 

Owner:  How does it work? 

Waiter:  Technology again.  This think is called papyrus and this thing is called a pen.  
They write notes.  It’s just amazing.  Someone across the room can know what 
you were thinking just minutes ago. 

Owner:  New-fangled “technology.” 
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(A customer enters the restaurant) 

Waiter:  Can I help you, stranger?  You’re new here in Bethlehem. 

Customer:  I’m in for the census.  Staying over at the Bethlehem-Western.  I ordered the 
pizza to go? 

Waiter:  What hotel? 

Customer:  The Beth-Western 

Waiter:  Beth-Wethtern 

Customer:  Bethlehem.  Western.  Beth-Western. 

Waiter:  Oh.  I don’t remember any order to go. 

Customer:  Falafel and anchovy pizza? 

(Waiter looks through receipts and finds the order) 

Waiter:  Here it is!  I’m’ so sorry!  I forgot to put the order in. We’ll make it right now.   

Customer:  That’s alright. I can wait. 

Waiter:  (Slightly confused) Sorry I was distracted.  (Walks to the owner and drops off 
the order) 

Owner:  What’s up with you tonight?  You don’t usually make mistakes. 

Waiter:    I guess I’m just thinking about the couple who came in here at the beginning 
of the shift.  They didn’t have a penny to their name and they had no place to 
stay. 

Trainee:   The girl who was going to have a baby? 

Waiter:  That’s the one.  I’m just worried sick about her. 

Owner:  At least they’re not hungry anymore.  We threw so much free food on their 
table; they might not be hungry for a week. 

Trainee:  (To the waiter) Aw, you’re a softie! 

Waiter:  I suppose I am.  Tell anybody and I’ll break your arm.  (Looking out the 
window) I just hate to think of them outside in the dark, all alone.  

Trainee:  You don’t even know them.  Why does it bother you so much? 

Waiter:  Our current King Herod and his soldiers rule with an iron fist. I think, one day, 
when God’s Messiah comes, He’ll be gentle and caring. 
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(Eruption of disagreeing opinions from the owner and the customer) 

Customer: Gentle?!  Jeremiah said He’ll be a conqueror!  He will defeat nations and 
assemble all of the scattered people of Judah!  He’s gonna be a warrior! 

Owner: Warrior?! Isaiah says He’ll be a judge! And He will have the Spirit of wisdom 
and understanding of knowledge and the fear of the Lord!  

Customer: He may be a priest because Isaiah says that righteousness will be His belt and 
faithfulness the sash around His waist!  

Trainee: Regardless of what He’s going to be like the Messiah will be from here.  And 
He’ll be from the line of David, and He’ll be a King. 

Owner: But is He really going to be born in Bethlehem? 

Trainee: Micah Says, “But you Bethlehem though you are small among the clans of 
Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose 
origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

Customer: It’s been hundreds of years since that was written.  Why are you so sure it’s 
still true? 

Trainee: Because God promised it.  And God always keeps His promises. 

 

 

 


