
JESUS
ASKED

Q U E S T I O N S Who do you say I am?
Matthew 16:13-20, Mark 8:27, Luke 9:19
Small Group Lesson Week of October 24th
Allen Tyger

Series Overview
Richard Rohr says, “Answers give us more of a feeling of success and closure...Easy answers instead of hard 
questions allow us to try to change others instead of allowing God to change us.”
 
Getting Started
What’s the hardest test you have ever had to take? What made it so hard? How did you do? 

Main Text
Read Matthew 16:13-20
 
Watch Video
 
Digging Deeper
Give an example of a time you knew the right information but failed to apply it in real life (passed the quiz but 
failed the field test). 
 
How often does that happen with the Bible? Do you ever learn something and fail to apply it? 
 
Why do you think Jesus asks His disciples this question? 
 
Allen quotes AJ Swaboda describing the difference between orthodoxy and orthopraxy. 
What is the difference? (Right thinking/beliefs vs. Right actions/practices)
 
What are the dangers of a faith that is all orthodoxy? 

What about a faith that is all orthopraxy? 

Why is it important that followers of Jesus pass the quiz (right doctrine) and the field test (right practice)? 

Read James 1:22-25 & 2:14-19
What does James tell us about our orthopraxy? 

Now read 1 Timothy 4:16
What does Paul mean by “watch your life and doctrine”? 
 
Next Steps
Identifying if you tend to lean more toward orthodoxy or orthopraxy. Why do you think you are that way? 
(Family of origin, legalistic background, social activism, your access to teaching, access to others living out their 
faith.)

Acknowledge your strengths to your group. Note how your natural tendency has helped you grow closer to 
Jesus. 

Acknowledge your weaknesses to your group. Note where you struggle in this balance of knowledge and 
action. 

Pray for one another. Pray for us all to be encouraged by our strengths and challenged by our weaknesses.  

How can your group pray for you?


