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Read the story on
the next page and 
on pages 164-168 in
God’s Story for Me
Bible storybook.

let’s
talk

Today I learned: 
Samuel did what was right because

he loved God. Obeying is one way 

to show our love for God!

Ask me:
What are ways we can

obey God? What are

some things we do to

show we love God?

For Younger Children

“I love the Lord.” 
Psalm 116:1

For Older Children

“We must 
obey God.” 
Acts 5:29

I see a boy kneeling. Who is the boy?
Samuel is putting oil on David’s head 

to show that God had chosen 
David to be the new king.
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Bible Story
1 Samuel 16:1-13

Help your child point to the person telling his part of the story. 
With older children, count the sheep on this page.

I’m Samuel. I love God. When I was a boy, I
learned to obey God. One day when I was grown
up, God told me to visit a man named Jesse. “I have
chosen one of Jesse’s sons to be the new king,” God said.
So I obeyed God. I went to Jesse’s house. 

I’m Jesse. When Samuel came to my
house, he told me God had chosen one of my sons to be
the new king. I called my sons together. Samuel met the

oldest one, tall and handsome. Samuel looked at him. Then
he shook his head no and met my second son. He shook his

head no again. Samuel met seven of my sons. He kept shaking his
head no. Samuel asked, “Do you have any more sons?” I told him,
“I have one more young son,

David. He is out taking
care of the sheep.”

Samuel asked me
to bring David

to meet him. 

let’s listen
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Prayer
Time

Things to talk
about: 
• When can you obey God

and do what’s right? 

• Let’s talk about some
rules that are hard to
obey.

Words to pray
together: 
Dear God, we love You. We
want to obey You by [name
situations your child describ-
ed]. Help us obey, even when
it is hard. Thank You
for loving us! In
Jesus’ name,
amen.

Family
    Talk

Show your child a bottle of olive oil or
cooking oil. Ask, 

• What is this? Where do we usually use
this oil?

• What did Samuel use oil
to show? 

• What was the name of the
boy Samuel put oil on?

• What did Samuel do to
obey God? What did
David do to obey God?

I’m David. I was out with the sheep. I heard footsteps
running toward me. “David!” my brother called.
“Come home!” So I obeyed. I came right back to the
house. There was Samuel. “This is the one!” Samuel
said. Samuel put a little oil on my head. He told my
family that God had chosen me to be the new king.
WOW! I was surprised! But I love God. So I will
obey! Samuel obeyed God, and I will, too.
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As a parent, you at times probably

try to do too much for your child.

Yet encouraging your child to be

aware of ways to help others gives

your child a sense of belonging.

Tell your child that God has given

him or her abilities to help others. 

Ask your child to play house with you. Choose roles. Your child

might be the parent and you the child. Ask your child if you

could be a helper and help him or her

take care of the house. Dust, water

plants, empty the trash—whatever is nor-

mal in your house. Tell your child that

you are glad that God put you together

in a family and that God likes it when you

help each other.

let’s play

Let your child know
that he or she has a
purpose in your fam-
ily and that he or she
is important to you
and to God.

Playing House
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Check out www.raisingupspiritualchampions.com for more information 
and resources to make an eternal difference in your kids’ lives.

Young 
Helpers

Most young children love to be helpers. Ask yourself these ques-
tions to see where you can assist your child to become a better
helper.

• Does my child see in me a helper attitude? Does your child
hear me ask others, “Can I help you?”

• Do I notice my child when he or she has been a good helper?
Do I thank my child? “Thank you for helping me carry in the
groceries.”

• Do I let my child help when he or she wants to, even though it
might be easier and quicker to do it myself?
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