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Read the story on 
the next page and 
on pages 159-163 in
God’s Story for Me
Bible storybook.

let’s
talk

Today I learned: 
Samuel loved God. He listened to

God. One way we show we love God

is by listening to His Word!

Ask me:
What do you hear right

now? When do you 

listen to stories from

God’s Word, the Bible?

For Younger Children

“I love the Lord.” 
Psalm 116:1

For Older Children

“Come and
listen to the
words of 
the Lord.” 
(See Joshua 3:9.)

I see a boy in bed at night. 
What do you think he hears? 

What is the boy’s name?
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let’s listen
Bible Story
1 Samuel 3

When you say the word call, help your child cup hands around
mouth. When you say the words hear or listen, encourage your child
to cup a hand by ear. With older children, count the ears on the page.

One night when Samuel was asleep, he heard a
voice call his name. “Samuel!”

Samuel got right up and ran to Eli. “Here I am,
Eli! Did you call me?”  

Eli said, “I didn’t call you, Samuel. Go back 
to bed.” Samuel obeyed. He crawled back 
into bed. 

Then he heard that
voice again. “Samuel!” 

Samuel jumped out of bed and ran to Eli.
“Here I am, Eli! Did you call me?” Samuel
asked. 

Eli said, “I didn’t call you, Samuel. Go back 
to bed.”

Soon the voice came
again. Samuel got
right up and ran to
Eli. “Here I am,

Eli! Did you call
me?” Samuel asked.

This time Eli told
Samuel, “If you hear

the voice again, say this:
‘Speak, Lord. I’m listening.’” Samuel 

obeyed. He crawled back into bed. 
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Prayer
Time

Things to talk
about: 
• Who tells you stories

from God’s Word? 

• What are some ways to
obey God’s Word? (Be
kind. Help others.)

Words to pray
together: 
Dear God, we love You. Help
us obey Your Word by [name
ways child described]. In 
Jesus’ name, amen.Family

    Talk
Show your child a bed pillow. Ask, 

• Where do we usually find this?

• Is this a large pillow or a
small one? Is it soft or
hard?

• What boy heard God call
him while he was sleeping?
He listened to God’s
words. 

Soon he heard that voice calling his
name again. “Samuel! Samuel!” 

“Speak, Lord. I’m listening!” 
Samuel said. 

Eli was right! GOD had been calling
Samuel’s name! Samuel listened care-
fully to all God had to tell him. He did
his best to remember everything God
said! God’s words are IMPORTANT. 
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Play a short game of Simon Says with your child. Simon says do a dance. Simon Says

touch your nose. Tell your child that God wants us to do what the Bible says. Play a

game of The Bible Says. Give a direction. Show your child what to do and give your

child time to imitate it. The Bible says share your things. Trade toys with your child.

The Bible says share your snacks. Share snacks with your child. The Bible says sing

love songs to God. Sing a favorite song with your child.

let’s play

© Gospel Light. It is illegal to photocopy or reproduce this material in any form.

Check out www.raisingupspiritualchampions.com for more information 
and resources to make an eternal difference in your kids’ lives.

A young girl who throws herself on

the floor at bedtime may not like

the sudden transition from play-

time to bedtime. Try establishing a

routine that helps her know bed-

time is on its way. This might in-

clude a small snack, a bath, teeth

brushing, a story, a drink, a prayer,

a kiss and lights out.

Notice every day some way your

child is growing and changing. For

example, say, I noticed how quickly

you put away your toys when I said

it was time to clean

up. We show God 

we love Him when

we obey.

Young children don’t always have words to express how they feel, so
they may communicate with undesirable behavior. Prayerfully think
about these things:

• When undesirable behavior begins, think about what happened
to trigger it.

• Think about how you react when your child behaves in an unde-
sirable manner.

• Try to change something in the routine or your reaction and see
whether the behavior improves.

Simon Says/The Bible Says

Listening to the 
Behavior
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