
let’s play

Read more about the 
story on the next page 
and on pages 154-158 in 
God’s Story for Me Bible.

let’s
talk

Today I learned:
Samuel loved God. He did his best to 
help Eli at the Tabernacle. Because we 
love God, we do our best to help and 
obey, just like Samuel did!!

Ask me:
What are some jobs 
you do every day  
in our family? What 
jobs do you like 
to do best?

For Younger Children

“I love the Lord.”
Psalm 116:1

For Older Children

“Whatever you do, 
do your work for 
the Lord.”
(See Colossians 3:23.)

I see a boy who is working.  
What do you think he is doing? 

What is his name?

Getting the 
Behavior 
You Want
Learning appropriate behavior takes 
many years and much prayer and 
patience. Try to see things from 
your child’s perspective. Maybe your 
child’s actions come from curiosity 
or forgetfulness. When your child is 
being contrary, extend some control 
by letting your child know that the 
next activity will happen as soon as 
what you want done happens.

Praying for your child 
and respecting your 
child’s needs will quickly 
and effectively cause 
a change in behavior.

When your child makes a mess or acts inappropriately, speak in ways that 
model God’s love for your child and that teach appropriate behavior.

• Phrase directions positively: Put your hands down. The vase is not 
for touching. You may hold your sippy cup.

•  Focus your words on the action, not the child: Get the sponge and 
soak up the spilled milk.

•  Give your child some responsibility: When you put on 
your jacket, we’ll go. When your toys are put 

away, it will be snack time!

Role-Play Jobs
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Role-play with your child various jobs people do. As you play, talk about what a person 
in that job does and how to be a good worker. Say, I am a firefighter. I help keep 
people safe. I love God, so I work hard every day. What job do you have?
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Prayer
Time

let’s listen
Invite your child to act out the actions described in the story. 
With older children, point to the word “Samuel” each time it  
is read in the story.

Things to talk 
about:
• What jobs do you do? 

What job is hardest?

• Who teaches you how to 
do new jobs?

• Who teaches you about 
God?

Words to pray 
together:
Dear God, we love You. 
Thank You for [name people 
who teach your child]. These 
people help us learn how to 
work and to obey 
You. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.

Family
    Talk

Invite your child to help you polish an item 
that needs polishing. Ask, 

• What happens when we rub the 
polishing cloth on the sugar bowl?

• Who polished the candle-
sticks in the place where 
people worshiped God?

• As Samuel grew, what did 
he learn? (To do his best 
work and to obey God.)

When Samuel was a little boy, he woke up, just like you, 
Early in the morning, when the day was 

brand new. Stretch arms.
Samuel pulled his clothes on; he put on 

his sandal shoes. Pretend to dress.
He hurried to eat breakfast, and here’s 

what he would do. Pretend to eat. 

Samuel did important work. Some days he swept the 
floor. Pretend to sweep.
Sometimes Samuel brought more 

wood, or water to be poured.  
Pretend to carry.
Samuel polished candlesticks ‘til 

they were clean and bright.  
Pretend to polish. 

When he was done, he’d 
watch them glisten in the light. 

When everything was ready and Eli told him “Now’s the time,”
Samuel pushed the great big doors until they  
    opened wide. Pretend to push doors.
Then people came to worship God; they came  

  inside to pray. Pretend to pray.
And Samuel knew he’d done good work  
   each and every day. 

 Every year, Samuel’s mother came to visit him and brought  
him new clothes. Pretend to put on coat.

As Samuel got bigger, she loved to watch him grow!  
    Move hand to show increasing height.

Samuel worked and grew and learned, and everyone  
    was glad
To see him do his very best and learn to obey God! 

 

Bible Story
1 Samuel 1:28; 2:11,18-21,26


