April 4, 2021

Jesus Is Alive

DATE

PONDER POINT

Jesus Is Risen from the dead.
The Empty Tomb

Matthew 28:7

THE BIG GOD STORY

REMEMBER VERSE

SMALL GROUP
8:45-9:05 or Play (15 minutes): Kids gather and play in their small group rooms during drop off.
Kids will remain in this group for the duration of the class—no switching groups.
WELCOME & PLAY (15 minutes)
 Ask parents Covid 19 questions and then welcome kids into the room.
 Allow kids to play with toys or do the table activity provided.
 Once your room has 5 kids please put up your “FULL” sign and close the door.
 IMPORTANT: Give each kid a sticker to identify their small group room (#/color)
9:05-9:25 Or 10:50-11:10 Connect & Anticipate (20 minutes): Establishes community and engages kids, drawing them in and preparing them to hear God’s word.
ANTICIPATE (15 minutes)
 Gather kids to the table to explain the Anticipate activity . This will help kids get ready for
the Big God Story.
CONNECT QUESTIONS (4 minutes)
 While kids finish up with the activity end small group time asking the following Connect Questions.
TRANSITION (1 minute)
 When you hear the music in Critter Land it’s time to gather for worship. Help kids
find carpet circles together.

LARGE GROUP
9:25-9:40 OR 11:10-11:25
Mail Time, Worship & Wardrobe of Wonder (15 minutes)
WORSHIP (3 minutes) Worship Leader
 WORSHIP VIDEO: Super Wonderful God
 Direct kids to get back on their carpet circle near their small group leader and sit down.
MAILTIME (5 minutes) Host
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GOAL: Worship & welcome is all about engaging kids and helping them enter into worship, letting
them know that class has begun preparing their minds for what they are going to hear. Establishes
community and engages kids, drawing them in and preparing them to hear God’s word.
VIDEO: Mail Time Intro
 Image: Memory Verse
 Choose 2 kids one to hide and one to find the mail (See page 4 for ways to teach Memory
Verse)
 Way to say your verse! Now let’s all keep standing and sing a song!
 WORSHIP (3 minutes) Worship Leader
 WORSHIP VIDEO: I,2,3 (After the Big God Story today only)
 WARDROBE OF WONDER (5 minutes) Host
What’sIt: linen cloth (use round box to make “stone” roll way….only cloth in the tomb.
 VIDEO: Wardrobe of Wonder Intro
 Choose 1 volunteer. Volunteer picks two hats from wardrobe one for himself, one for host.
Tell other kids to put on their “imaginary thinking caps”. Volunteer peeks in the What’s It
box. Host gives 3 clues, kids get to vote on what they think it is.
 Then as host you say….
 If you think our clue is a
, raise your hand.
 If you think our clue is a
, raise your hand.
 If you think our clue is a
, raise your hand.
 Let the child volunteer tell which answer is correct!
 I wonder why there is a ________ in the wardrobe? Let’s find out in the Big God
Story!
9:40-9:55 OR 11:25-11:40
The Big God Story (12-15 minutes): Creates space for children to hear God’s word.
 BIG GOD STORY (Storyteller see page 3 and following)
 VIDEO: The Big Story Intro
 Dismiss to Small Groups—Kids must return to original small group room, where
they were dropped off.


SMALL GROUP
9:55-10:15 OR 11:40-12:00
Small Groups (20 minutes): Kids respond in small groups to what they heard in the Big God Story.
 SMALL GROUP RESPONSE
 Do small group activity (See small group page for lesson details)
 If you finish early practice memory work, play a game like eye spy or duck duck
goose.
10:15 OR 12:00
Dismissal Please keep parents in the hallway at pick up.
(9:00 SGL ONLY—After the majority of your small group kids are picked up take remaining kids
(those probably staying for second service) to room 6.

AFTER KIDS ARE GONE, SANITIZE YOUR ROOM.
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9:05 to 9:25 1st service or 10:50 to 11:10 for 2nd service
Table Activity-Use these activities and toys while waiting for kids to
be dropped off in your room.
•

None today…..see craft below.

ENGAGE
Set out Activity pages on the table and put crayons on the table. Check supply list for additional
supplies…..they will be in the bin or in the cart drawer. Watch your time. You will have time for
kids to play if you are the first room opened, if you are the last room opened, you may have less
time.

After your class is full and you have passed out colored
dotted stickers to each child and recorded their names on the clipboard, do
this activity with the kids.
(First have the kids help you pick up the room, the toys and papers before
starting the Play to learn. )

He is Risen Necklace Craft Kit
Supplies (One kit per child)
Cross, stickers, jewels, neck
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“Jesus Is Risen from the dead.” Matthew 28:7
Have children practice this verse in a variety of ways. Different voices…...or divide the
room into two sides, one side say “Jesus is Risen”….the other side say “from the dead.”
Other idea’s…...you could jump on risen…..and use other motions to help the kids
remember the words.

Point out that what kids are about to hear is true and is recorded in the Bible. Open your Bible to
the passage and leave it open and visible throughout The Big God Story. Invite kids to open their
Bibles and follow along as you story tell. Children respond to what the Holy Spirit is teaching
them as they reflect on the day’s portion of The Big God Story.

The Prayer of Release allows children and leaders to pause, be still, and ask God to quiet their
hearts and minds. Before you pray, you might ask the kids to hold out their hands, palms up, in a
spirit of releasing their worries and distractions in order to better receive what the Holy Spirit
might have for them today. Then encourage the kids to quiet their voices, take a seat, and pray
with you.

STORYTELLING - 12 minutes (Storyteller)

Open your Bible to Luke 23. Tell the story using the pictured motions (keywords in bold) or show Bible
Story 45 pictures.
What do people look like when they are sad? What do they look like when they are happy?
Let’s listen to hear about a time when Jesus’ friends were sad and then happy.
When Jesus was here on Earth, Jesus did many wonderful things for people. He made
blind people see. He made crippled people walk again. He taught people about God.
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Jesus loved people very much. And many people loved Him.
But not everyone loved Jesus. Some people hated Jesus. They wanted to
hurt Jesus.
They didn’t like it that many men and women wanted Jesus to be their
leader!
These angry people said, “If we let Jesus go on like this, everyone will
believe in HIM,
and we won’t be in charge!” These people hated Jesus so much they
killed Him.
Jesus’ friends were very sad when Jesus died. They didn’t know God’s
plan for Jesus.
The sad friends put Jesus’ body in a tomb in a garden. The tomb was a
little room cut out of the side of a hill. Jesus’ friends rolled a big stone in
front of the opening of the tomb.
On the first day of the week, some women who were Jesus’ friends
walked to the tomb. The women were still very sad. They thought Jesus’
body was in the tomb.

But when the women got to the tomb, God had a big surprise for them!
The big stone in front of the tomb had been moved. Jesus’ body was
GONE.
Suddenly, the women saw two angels. The angels wore shining white
clothes. “Jesus is not dead,” the angels said. “He is alive!” NOW Jesus’
friends weren’t sad anymore.
The women were happy to hear this good news! The women ran to share the glad news with Jesus’
other friends. “Jesus IS alive!” they said. Lets stand up and sing! Jesus is Alive!
Worship Video: 1,2,3
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After The Big God
Story !
GOAL: Kids respond in small groups to what they heard in the Big
God Story.

Talk To Learn
SUPPLIES
• Activity Page (one per kid)
• Bible
• Crayons
• Activity Stickers (one set per kid)

ENGAGE
Hand out Talk Time activity pages and demonstrate how to complete the page. Distribute sticker
pages and crayons or markers. As children complete their own page, talk about the items on the
page.
Make sure children do front and back sides of their activity page. Place the children’s activity page
and stickers in a clear plastic bag that already has the Family Fun Time page in there. Put all other
pages or crafts in the plastic bag and write their names on it.
If you finish early practice memory work, play a game like eye spy or duck duck goose.
10:15 OR 12:00 Dismissal Please keep parents in the hallway at pick up. Make sure you
hand each child their clear plastic bag as they leave.
(9:00 SGL ONLY—After the majority of your small group kids are picked up take remaining
kids (those probably staying for second service) to room 6.

AFTER KIDS ARE GONE, SANITIZE YOUR ROOM.
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Bible Story
Matthew 28:1-10; Luke 22:2; 23:33—24:9;
John 19:38-42

Teacher Challenge
It looked as if death had triumphed; but while Jesus’ disciples cowered in fear, Jesus was bursting
through the gates of hell “with laughter,” as one poet described it—putting to death the power of
death! Jesus’ resurrection is the pinnacle of history: in it, Satan was dealt the death-blow that would
eventually finish him off. Jesus did exactly what He had said He would do, what the prophets
predicted He would do, completing the task His Father had given Him to do!

 What is the most meaningful way you’ll celebrate Jesus’ resurrection?
 How can you communicate your joy to the children you teach?
Because most young children have not yet had first-hand experience with death, they may not
comprehend what death and resurrection are about. But let them share the joy and wonder that
Jesus’ victory has wrought in you! They’ll respond gladly to the good news that “Jesus is alive!”
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