let’s play
Talking to God
Your child will primarily learn about
prayer and talking to God by observing
you. Once your child begins to see God
as a a real being who is involved in the
life of Dad and Mom—one who listens,
cares and loves—your child will be
able to begin talking to God naturally
and spontaneously. God will become
a constant companion to your child,
an ever-present listener with whom
your child can share all of the joys and
sorrows of daily life—just as you do.

When a child consistently hears parental expressions of thanksgiving and
praise for God’s loving care, he or she quickly catches the attitude
of trusting God to be someone who is loving and caring.

Thank-You Book

You can also communicate the
importance of prayer by telling your
child about your own prayer life. Let
your child know when you are praying
for him or her, and what you pray about.
Also be sure to let your child know when
your prayers have been answered.

Collect seven pieces of paper. Staple the papers together to make a
book. Print one day of the week on each page. This week we are
going to look for things we
can thank God for. Draw or
take a picture of things that you
and your child are thankful for
each day. At the end of the
week, look through the book
and say, Thank You, God
for [name what is pictured].

Children learn to
pray as they see
its importance in
the lives of their
parents and other
important adults
around them.

For Parents and Their Preschoolers

Bible Stories • Activities • Conversation Starters • SPRING LESSON 5

“How good it is to sing
praises to
our God.”
Psalm 147:1

let’s
talk
Today I learned:
There are many reasons we thank
God. We especially thank God for
Jesus!

Ask me:
What’s a way to
thank God at
home? At church?

I see some children. What do
you think they are doing?
How do you think these
children feel? Who are
they welcoming?
Read the story on
the next page and
on pages 409-414
in God’s Story for Me
Bible.
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let’s listen

Bible Story

Matthew 21:1-11,15-16; Mark 11:1-10

Do the motions below when you see the words in color. Invite your child
to imitate you. For older children: How many people in these pictures
are waving branches? How many are shouting or singing?

Listen! They growl at Jesus, “Do you hear what
these children are singing?” “Yes,” Jesus laughs.
“Haven’t you read what it says in God’s Word?
God said the children would praise Me!”

Look! See the crowds? They are all walking.
Listen to the people. What are they shouting? “Jesus is
coming! He’s coming this way!”

Look! Jesus is here.
Look

Listen! Let’s sing to Jesus again! He is glad
to hear children praise Him!

Listen

Look! Here comes Jesus! He is riding a
donkey.
Listen. I hear singing! The people
around Jesus are singing an old, old song:
“Hosanna! God bless the One who comes
in the name of the Lord!”

Prayer

Look! The people in Jerusalem hear the
singing, too. They are running to join the
others! It looks like a parade!

Things to talk
about:

Time

Look! Some people cut branches from the trees. They laid them on the road.
Others laid their coats on the road. The road looks like a beautiful carpet for Jesus
to ride over!
Look! There goes Jesus. Let’s sing to
Him, too!
Listen! “Hosanna! God bless the One
who comes in the name of the Lord!”
Look! Jesus is walking into the Temple.
Men with ANGRY faces are there! They
don’t want us to praise Jesus.
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Family
Talk

•

What’s a good thing our
Bible verse says to do?

•

What do you want to
thank God for today?

Words to pray
together:
Dear God, we thank You for
Jesus! We thank You for
[repeat item your child
mentioned]. You
are good. In Jesus’
name, amen.

Make a path with coats across the floor. Invite your child to walk barefoot
on the path. Ask,
•

Which coat feels thickest?

•

Which feels smooth? Rough?

•

Who laid coats on a road? Who did they welcome?
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