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The Road to Emmaus

Lesson 33

Bible Story
Luke 24:13-35

Teacher Challenge
Two followers of Jesus—who had seen Jesus heal
sickness, forgive sin, raise the dead and give hope
where there was none—were in despair. Jesus was
dead! In grief, they walked the road from Jerusalem
to Emmaus.

God’s Word

“Thanks be to God fo
r Jesus.”
(See 2 Corinthians 9:
15.)

God’s Word and
Me
I ca
n thank God that Je
su
is with me all the tim s
e.

A Stranger fell in with them who explained one
Scripture after another about the Messiah. Hope rose
in the listeners. As they sat down to eat, these two realized JESUS
had been with them all along! When Jesus disappeared, they HAD to tell of their new hope!
So they hurried seven miles in the darkness—that was no obstacle; Jesus was truly alive!

¯ How might someone act who believes in God’s real and living presence?
¯ In what way can you show your knowledge of God’s presence in your life?
God has given us the same miracle of His presence with us! Remember the disciples’ example. Recognize
that in the darkest moment, He is with you. Share your hope in whatever way you can to help your children understand this good news—Jesus is alive!

Teacher’s Planning
1. Choose which centers you
will provide and the order
in which children will participate in them. For tips
on schedule planning, see
page 9.
2. Plan who will lead each center, making sure to have one
adult for approximately every
six children. For staffing tips
and ideas, see page 12.
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Play to Learn

Lesson 33

Active Game Center:
Beanbag Circles
Collect
Bible, Preschool Music #2 CD and player, two
beanbags.

Do
1. Children sit in a circle on the floor. Give two
children sitting on opposite sides of the circle
one beanbag each.

God’s Word

“Thanks be to God fo
r Jesus.”
(See 2 Corinthians 9:
15.)

God’s Word and
Me
I ca
n thank God that Je
su
is with me all the tim s
e.

2. As you play “How Good It Is” (track 17 on CD), children pass the beanbags around
the circle. When the music stops, the two children holding the beanbags name a place they go.

Talk About
¯ In today’s Bible story, two of Jesus’ friends

walked on a road from Jerusalem to Emmaus.
Jesus came and walked with them! Let’s play
a game and talk about the places we go.

¯ Nathaniel, where is a place you go with your
mother? Going to the store is fun! Jesus is
with us wherever we go.

¯ The Bible says, “Thanks be to God for Jesus.”

Jesus is with us when we go to the park, to the
beach, and to our grandma’s house.

¯ Jesus is with us in the morning and at night-

time, too. Jesus is with us all the time! We can
thank God that Jesus is with us all the time.
Ariana, what is a way we can give thanks to
God? (Pray to God. Sing songs to God.)

For Younger Children
Children toss a beanbag to other children in the circle while the music plays. Younger children may not
be able to verbalize the places they go. Simply say “Jesus is with (insert name of child holding beanbag)
all the time.”

For Older Children
Add an additional beanbag after each round of play.
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Lesson 33

Art Center:
Handprint Footprints
God’s Word

Collect
Bible, butcher paper, tape, washable ink pads;
optional—premoistened towelettes.

“Thanks be to God fo
r Jesus.”
(See 2 Corinthians 9:
15.)

Prepare

God’s Word and
Me
I ca

Cover table with butcher paper. Print “Thanks be
to God for Jesus” on butcher paper.

n thank God that Je
su
is with me all the tim s
e.

Do
1. Children make a fist, press side of hand onto ink pad, and then onto butcher paper to form a “footprint.” Children complete footprint by making “toes” from fingerprints (see sketch).
2. Children make paths of footprints around butcher paper. Children wash hands when finished.
(Optional: If you do not have a sink nearby, children use premoistened towelettes to clean hands.)
Display banner where parents can see it when they pick up their children.

Talk About
¯ The Bible says, “Thanks be to God for Jesus.” One
thing we can thank God for is that Jesus is always
with us! Let’s make footprint paths to remind us
that Jesus is with us wherever we go.

¯ Abe, what is a good thing God has given you? You
can thank God that He has given you a family to
care for you.

¯ The Bible tells us that Jesus is with us all the time.
Riley, when is a time you might feel sad or alone?
Jesus is with you at bedtime. What good news to
know that Jesus is with you all the time! We can
thank God that Jesus is with us all the time.

For Younger Children
Give each child a sheet of construction paper. Younger children may hesitate to get their hands dirty.
Participate in the activity with children to show your enjoyment of the different art experience. Provide markers for children who will not use ink pads.

For Older Children
Children add happy faces to banner by using markers to add facial features to fingerprints.
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Construction Center:
Playground Play
Collect
Bible, yarn, scissors, blocks, small cardboard
tubes, small cardboard boxes, toy people.

Prepare
Cut yarn into various lengths.

God’s Word

“Thanks be to God fo
r Jesus.”
(See 2 Corinthians 9:
15.)

God’s Word and
Me
I ca
n thank God that Je
su
is with me all the tim s
e.

Do
1. Children stack and arrange blocks, cardboard tubes and cardboard boxes to make
a playground or park.
2. Children use lengths of yarn to make swings, outline a pond, etc. Children play with toy people in
the playground they’ve built.

Talk About
¯ The Bible says, “Thanks be to God for Jesus.”

We can thank God that Jesus is with us all the
time. Let’s make a place where we like to go.

¯ Brittany, what is something you like to play

with at the park? Who do you like to play with
at the park? When you are playing with your
sister at the park, Jesus is with you!

¯ Eliot, where is a place you like to go? Jesus

is with you at the library. Marissa, where is
a place you like to go? Jesus is with you at
the soccer field. Jesus is with you wherever
you go!

¯ Pray briefly, Dear God, thank You for Jesus.
We’re glad that Jesus is always with us.

For Younger Children
Children may have difficulty building with blocks. Place a large box in one corner of the activity
area. Children carry blocks over to box and place inside. Children also enjoy sorting blocks if they
are different colors or shapes.

For Older Children
In addition to building a playground, children build a road leading up to the playground and play with
toy cars on the road.
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Play to Learn
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Dramatic Play Center:
Breaking Bread
God’s Word

Collect
Bible, bread, plastic knives, one or more paper
plates, toy food, toy dishes, napkins; optional—
premoistened towelettes.

Prepare
Post a note alerting parents to the use of food
in this activity. Also check registration forms for
possible food allergies or restrictions.

“Thanks be to God fo
r Jesus.”
(See 2 Corinthians 9:
15.)

God’s Word and
Me
I ca
n thank God that Je
su
is with me all the tim s
e.

Do
1. Children wash hands. (Optional: If you do not have a sink nearby, children use premoistened towelettes to clean hands.) Children pretend to get ready for dinner by making a meal and setting the
table. Children use plastic knives to cut bread on paper plates and then serve bread on napkins at
table.
2. Briefly retell the Bible story events. Children give thanks to God for the meal. Children eat bread
and pretend to eat the meal they prepared from toy food.

Talk About
¯ In today’s Bible story, some friends were sad be-

cause Jesus had died. They met a man on the road.
The friends invited the man to eat with them. Before they ate, the man picked up some bread and
prayed. The man was Jesus! The friends were so
happy to know that Jesus is alive!

¯ Danielle, how can we show we are happy that

Jesus is alive? (Sing songs about Jesus. Pray to God.
Tell others that Jesus is alive.)

¯ The Bible says, “Thanks be to God for Jesus.” Jesus is alive! Jesus is with you all the time.
¯ Pray briefly, Dear God, thank You that Jesus is alive! Thank You that Jesus is with us all
the time.

For Younger Children
Before class, cut bread into small pieces and store in a resealable plastic bag.

For Older Children
Use yarn to outline a path from one side of the playing area to the other. On one side, place a sheet of
paper with the word “Jerusalem” printed on it. At the other side (where the kitchen area is), place a
sheet of paper with the word “Emmaus” on it. Older children act out the story by walking down the
path before preparing the meal.
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Lesson 33

Luke 24:13-35

Collect
Bible, Bible Story 46 pictures from God’s Story
for Me Poster Pack #2, Preschool Music #2 DVD
or CD and player, time or stopwatch, sheet of
paper, marker.

Prepare
On sheet of paper, print “Jesus is with us at . . .”

Greet Each Other

God’s Word

“Thanks be to God fo
r Jesus.”
(See 2 Corinthians 9:
15.)

God’s Word and
Me
I ca
n thank God that Je
su
is with me all the tim s
e.

Children sit in a circle. Listen carefully to what I
say. If you have been to a park, put your hands in the air. Children who
can answer yes put their hands in the air. Now, if you have been to the zoo, roar like a lion.
Continue naming places and actions until everyone has had an opportunity to respond at least once.

Tell the Story
Open your Bible to Luke 24. Tell the story using the pictured motions (keywords in bold) or show Bible
Story 46 pictures.
When did you have a happy day? What was it that made that day especially happy? We like
to feel happy, but sometimes we feel sad. Listen to hear about a time when Jesus’ friends
were sad.
Two of Jesus’ friends were very sad. They were sad because Jesus had died. The
two friends slowly walked down a road. They were walking from the big city of
Jerusalem to the little town of Emmaus (eh-MAY-uhs).
As they walked, they talked about Jesus. They talked about the sad day when Jesus
died. They wondered about the stories they had heard that Jesus was alive again.
How could Jesus be alive? They did not know what to think!
As the two walked along, a man came up and walked with them. The man asked
them, “What are you talking about?”
“Don’t you know what has happened?” one friend asked. “We thought Jesus was
our king. But some people who hated Jesus killed Him. Jesus is dead.” The friends
were sad.
The man continued to walk and talk with them. When they came to the town of
Emmaus, it was time to eat. The two friends said to the man, “Stay and eat with
us.” The man did stay with them.
When the dinner was ready, the man picked up some bread and prayed. Then He
took pieces of the bread and handed them to the two friends. Right then the two
friends knew the man was Jesus! They were so excited! Jesus is alive! But suddenly, Jesus was gone.
Even though it was nighttime, the two friends hurried back to Jerusalem. They found
other friends of Jesus. The two friends told the others, “Jesus is alive!” Everyone who
heard this good news was very happy.
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Talk About the Story
Show with your face the way you think Jesus’ two friends felt when they thought Jesus was
dead. Show the way you think they felt when they knew that Jesus is alive and with them.
Jesus’ friends were happy to know that Jesus was with them! Our Bible tells us that Jesus
is always with us, too. Where do you go in the morning? Where are you when it’s nighttime?
Jesus is with us all the time!

Sing to God
Let’s sing a song about praising God. Lead
children in singing “Jump, Shout!” (on DVD or
track 10 on CD) and doing motions suggested
by the song. We sing praises to God to tell
Him “Thank You” for the wonderful
things He does. We can thank God that
Jesus is with us all the time.

Option: Invite a musician from your
church
to play “Jump, Shout!” on a guitar.

Hear and Say God’s Word
Holding your Bible open to 2 Corinthians 9:15, say verse aloud. God sent His Son, Jesus, to be born
because God loves us. Jesus is with us all the time. We can thank God that Jesus is always with
us. Lead children in repeating the verse by clapping their hands on each word. Repeat with other motions
(stomping feet, clapping hands over heads, tapping knees, etc.).

Pray to God
We can thank God that Jesus is with us all the time. Let’s thank God right now. When I point
to you, say your name. Dear God, thank You that Jesus is with (Colin) and (Erin) and (Monica)
all the time. Repeat until each child has had a turn to say their name. Close prayer by saying. Thank
You, God, that Jesus is with all of us all the time. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Praise to God
Let’s see how many places we can name in one minute. Start timer or stopwatch. Invite volunteers
to name places they go. Print children’s responses on paper you prepared. Jesus is with us at all these
places!

© 2010 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted to original purchaser only. Growing with God Leader’s Guide • 295

Lesson33:LKT

4/14/10

9:40 AM

Page 296

Talk to Learn

Lesson 33

Bible Story Activity Pages Center
Collect
A copy of Activity 46 from The Big Book of Bible Story Activity Pages #2 for yourself and each child, 2-inch (5-cm)
lengths of string, crayons or markers; optional—small
squares of fabric, glue.

Bible Story Activity 46

Scene 1

Name ___________________________

__



Do
Lead children to complete pages following the instructions. (Optional: Children glue squares of fabric to
Jesus’ friends’ clothes.) Use the conversation suggestions as children complete their pages and retell the
story.


191

Preschool Puzzle Center

• Teacher cuts off Jesus figure and
attaches to page with 2-inch (5-cm)
length of string at X.
• Child colors page.
• Child moves Jesus figure to show
story action.
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• When did Jesus’ friends learn
He was with them?
• What can you do to thank Jesus
that He is with you?

only. The Big Book of Bible Story Activity

Pages #2

Collect
Copies of Bible Story Puzzle 33, Bible Verse
Puzzle 33 and/or Challenge Puzzle 33 from
The Big Book of Preschool Puzzles #2 for each
child; pencils, crayons or markers.

Do
Children complete the puzzles and color pages.
Use the conversation suggestions on the pages.

Read-Aloud Story Center
© 2010 Gospel Light. Permissio

Collect

n to photocopy granted

A copy of Story Picture 33 from The Big Book of ReadAloud Stories #2 for yourself and each child, crayons
or markers.

(See 2 Corinthians
9:15.)
How many stars can
you find?
Put an X on the bigge
st star.
Color all the stars.
Color the picture.

to original purchaser only.

Do

The Big Book of Read-Alou
d Stories #2

Read the story and distribute pictures. Use the
conversation suggestions as children complete
their pages.

“Thanks be to God
for Jesus.”

Story Picture 33

71
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