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The Empty Tomb

Lesson 32

Bible Story
Matthew 28:1-10; Luke 22:2; 23:33—24:9;
John 19:38-42

Teacher Challenge
It looked as if death had triumphed; but while Jesus’
disciples cowered in fear, Jesus was bursting through
the gates of hell “with laughter,” as one poet described
it—putting to death the power of death!

God’s Word

“Jesus is risen from th
e dead
(See Matthew 28:7.) .”

God’s Word and
Me

I can thank God that

Jesus is alive.

Jesus’ resurrection is the pinnacle of history: in it,
Satan was dealt the death-blow that would eventually
finish him off. Jesus did exactly what He had said He would do,
what the prophets predicted He would do, completing the task
His Father had given Him to do!

¯ What is the most meaningful way you’ll celebrate Jesus’ resurrection?
¯ How can you communicate your joy to the children you teach?
Because most young children have not yet had first-hand experience with death, they may not comprehend what death and resurrection are about. But let them share the joy and wonder that Jesus’ victory
has wrought in you! They’ll respond gladly to the good news that “Jesus is alive!”

Teacher’s Planning
1. Choose which centers you
will provide and the order
in which children will participate in them. For tips
on schedule planning, see
page 9.
2. Plan who will lead each center, making sure to have one
adult for approximately every
six children. For staffing tips
and ideas, see page 12.
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Play to Learn

Lesson 32

Active Game Center:
Sad and Happy
God’s Word

Collect

“Jesus is risen from th
e dead
(See Matthew 28:7.) .”

Bible, paper plate, markers, tape, craft stick
or ruler.

Prepare
Draw a happy face on one side of the paper plate,
and a sad face on the other side. Tape a craft stick
or ruler to the paper plate.

God’s Word and
Me

I can thank God that

Jesus is alive.

Do
1. Stand on one side of the playing area. Children line up, facing you, on the other side.
2. When you hold up the happy face, children walk quickly towards you. When you hold up the sad face,
children walk very slowly. Repeat as time and interest allow.

Talk About
¯ Our Bible story today tells about a time when Jesus’
friends were very sad. Then came the happy day
when they knew Jesus is alive! Let’s play a game
with a happy and sad face.

¯ Jocelyn, what do people do when they hear good

news? They might clap, say “Hooray” or have a big
smile. When Jesus’ friends knew that Jesus is alive,
they were very happy! We are happy that Jesus is
alive, too.

¯ The Bible says, “Jesus is risen from the dead.” When
we say that Jesus is risen, we mean that Jesus is
alive. We can thank God that Jesus is alive. We can
pray and give our thanks to God. Pray briefly, Dear
God, thank You that Jesus is alive. We love You!

For Younger Children
Lead children to walk in a line as you hold up the happy face and to freeze when you hold up the sad
face. Hold the paper plate to the side so that children can see it as you lead the line.

For Older Children
Ask a different volunteer to lead the game for each round of the game. Children make sad faces when
the sad face is shown, and happy faces when the happy face is shown.
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Play to Learn

Lesson 32

Art Center:
Butterfly Bags
God’s Word

Collect

“Jesus is risen from th
e dead
(See Matthew 28:7.) .”

Bible, resealable plastic bags, small scraps of collage
materials (construction paper, tissue paper, ribbon,
yarn, lace, rickrack, fabric, felt, etc.), chenille wires.

God’s Word and
Me

I can thank God that

Prepare

Jesus is alive.

Make a sample butterfly following the instructions
below.

Do
1. Show children your butterfly. Children place small scraps into resealable plastic bags. Assist children
to squeeze air out of bags as they are sealed.
2. Assist children in bending chenille wires in half. Being sure to distribute scrap items evenly on both
sides, gather resealable bag in the center and lay it inside wires. Twist wires. Children bend chenille
wires to make antennas.

Talk About
¯ In today’s Bible story, some of Jesus’ friends went

to a garden to visit Jesus’ tomb. The tomb was the
place where Jesus was buried. When the friends got
there, the tomb was empty. Jesus is alive! Let’s make
something to remind us of the garden where Jesus’
friends went.

¯ Lucas, what do you see in a garden? I’m glad God

made lots of pretty flowers and other plants. We
also see butterflies in gardens. God gives us good
things because God loves us.

¯ The Bible says, “Jesus is risen from the dead.”

When we say that Jesus is risen, we mean that
Jesus is alive! We can thank God that Jesus is
alive. Pray briefly, Thank You, God, that Jesus
is alive and that He loves us.

For Younger Children
Instead of using resealable bags to make butterflies, print Lesson 32 Butterfly Pattern from Growing
with God CD-ROM onto a sheet of card stock, one for each child. Children glue collage materials to
butterfly outlines.

For Older Children
Help children tie a length of string to butterflies’ chenille wire bodies so children can hang butterflies.
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Play to Learn

Lesson 32

Construction Center:
Block Tomb
Collect
Bible, blocks, brown paper bag, toy people.

Do
1. Children use blocks to build a garden and a
cave-like structure for the tomb. Crumple the
brown paper bag and place in front of tomb as
the stone.

God’s Word

“Jesus is risen from th
e dead
(See Matthew 28:7.) .”

God’s Word and
Me

I can thank God that

Jesus is alive.

2. Briefly retell story events as children use toy people to act out the story.

Talk About
¯ In today’s Bible story, Jesus’ friends

went to a garden to visit Jesus’ tomb.
The tomb was the place where Jesus’
body was buried. When Jesus’ friends
got there, the tomb was empty! Jesus
is alive. Let’s make a garden and tomb
to remind us of our Bible story.

¯ Juan, what special things does your

family do at Easter? It’s fun to celebrate Easter with your grandma and
grandpa! (Note: Avoid introducing the
subject of rabbits and eggs. However, if a
child wants to tell you about these things,
acknowledge his or her comments, but do
not encourage prolonged accounts.)

¯ Faith, do you know why Easter is a special day? Easter is the day when we celebrate that
Jesus is living! The Bible says, “Jesus is risen from the dead.” This means Jesus is alive!
We can thank God that Jesus is alive. Pray briefly, Dear God, thank You for loving us and
sending Your Son, Jesus. Thank You that Jesus is alive!

For Younger Children
Instead of crumpling up the brown paper bag to make the stone, younger children place the open
paper bag on the floor as the tomb. Children use blocks to build the stone in front of the tomb.
Younger children build alone, so bring several brown paper bags.

For Older Children
Provide real or artificial nature objects (twigs, flowers, gravel, etc.) for children to use in making
the garden.

284 • © 2010 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted to original purchaser only. Growing with God Leader’s Guide

Lesson32:LKT

4/14/10

9:42 AM

Page 285

Play to Learn

Lesson 32

Dramatic Play Center:
Garden Chores
God’s Word

Collect
Bible, real and/or artificial plants, gardening
items (seed packets, garden catalog, gloves,
child-safe garden tools, watering can, etc.).

“Jesus is risen from th
e dead
(See Matthew 28:7.) .”

God’s Word and
Me

I can thank God that

Do

Jesus is alive.

Children arrange real and/or artificial plants.
Using gardening items, children pretend to
care for plants in a garden or nursery.

Talk About
¯ In today’s Bible story, some of Jesus’ friends
went to a garden to visit Jesus’ tomb. The
tomb was the place where Jesus’ body was
buried. When they got there, the tomb was
empty. Jesus is alive! Let’s make a garden
to remind us of this story.

¯ Sofia, what does your family do at Easter?

You must enjoy eating a special dinner with
your aunt and uncle. We visit family and
have special meals at Easter to remember
the good news that Jesus is alive!

¯ I’m thankful that Jesus is alive! The Bible

says, “Jesus is risen from the dead.” God
sent us His Son, Jesus, because God loves
us. Pray briefly, Thank You, God, that Jesus
is alive. Thank You for loving us.

For Younger Children
Provide several artificial plants and a sand tray. Children plant artificial plants in sand.

For Older Children
Provide a small, rolled-up hose with a nozzle. Children pretend to water plants with hose. Or, if weather
permits, give children small cups of water to use to water plants outdoors.
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Listen to Learn

Lesson 32

Matthew 28:1-10; Luke 22:2; 23:33—24:9; John 19:38-42

Collect
Bible, Bible Story 45 pictures from God’s Story for
Me Poster Pack #2, Preschool Music #2 DVD or CD
and player.

Greet Each Other
Call out different categories (all the boys, all the
girls, everyone wearing blue, everyone who is four
years old, etc.). Children who fall into that category stand up and repeat the following prayer:
Thank You, God, that Jesus is alive! Continue
until all children have had at least one turn to
repeat the prayer after you.

God’s Word

“Jesus is risen from th
e dead
(See Matthew 28:7.) .”

God’s Word and
Me

I can thank God that

Jesus is alive.

Tell the Story
Open your Bible to Luke 23. Tell the story using the pictured motions (keywords in bold) or show Bible
Story 45 pictures.
What do people look like when they are sad? What do they look like when they are happy?
Let’s listen to hear about a time when Jesus’ friends were sad and then happy.
When Jesus was here on Earth, Jesus did many wonderful things for people. He made
blind people see. He made crippled people walk again. He taught people about God.
Jesus loved people very much. And many people loved Him.
But not everyone loved Jesus. Some people hated Jesus. They wanted to hurt Jesus.
They didn’t like it that many men and women wanted Jesus to be their leader!
These angry people said, “If we let Jesus go on like this, everyone will believe in HIM,
and we won’t be in charge!” These people hated Jesus so much they killed Him.
Jesus’ friends were very sad when Jesus died. They didn’t know God’s plan for Jesus.
The sad friends put Jesus’ body in a tomb in a garden. The tomb was a little room
cut out of the side of a hill. Jesus’ friends rolled a big stone in front of the opening of the tomb.
On the first day of the week, some women who were Jesus’ friends walked to the
tomb. The women were still very sad. They thought Jesus’ body was in the tomb.
But when the women got to the tomb, God had a big surprise for them! The big
stone in front of the tomb had been moved. Jesus’ body was GONE.
Suddenly, the women saw two angels. The angels wore shining white clothes. “Jesus
is not dead,” the angels said. “He is alive!” NOW Jesus’ friends weren’t sad anymore.
The women were happy to hear this good news! The women ran to share the glad
news with Jesus’ other friends. “Jesus IS alive!” they said.
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Lesson 32

Talk About the Story
How did Jesus’ friends feel when they knew Jesus is alive? (Happy.) It makes me happy to
know that Jesus is alive, too. We can thank God that Jesus is alive. How can you show God
that you’re happy Jesus is alive? What words can you say when you pray to God? (Thank You.
I’m glad Jesus is alive. I love You.)

Sing to God
Let’s sing a song about Jesus. Lead children in singing “Jump, Shout!” (on DVD or
track 10 on CD) and doing motions suggested by the song. This song tells us
Jesus is alive! We can give thanks to
God that Jesus is alive.

Option: Older children lead other chil
dren in
doing the motions suggested for “Jump
, Shout!”

Hear and Say God’s Word
Holding your Bible open to Matthew 28:7, say verse aloud. This verse tells us that Jesus is not
dead. I’m glad that Jesus is alive and I can thank God for Jesus. Lead children in saying the
Bible verse together a few times. Sing the words of the verse to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb,”
ending with “He is alive today!”

Pray to God
Ask the children to stand up. Say the following prayer, inserting the name of several children into the
prayer: Dear God, thank You that Jesus is alive. Thank You for loving Brianna, Todd and
Gwen. As you say each child’s name, he or she sits down. Repeat, naming each child in your class.

Praise to God
Lead children in the following poem and motions:
We tiptoe quietly to the tomb.
We are so very sad.
But look! There is an angel
Who is telling us, “Be glad!
Jesus isn’t here now.
He is alive, not dead!”
We run to tell the others.
“He’s risen, as He said.”
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Talk to Learn

Lesson 32

Bible Story Activity Pages Center
Collect
A copy of Activity 45 from The Big Book of Bible Story Activity Pages #2 for yourself and each child, crayons or
markers; optional—cologne, cotton balls.

Bible Story Activity 45

“Jesus is risen from the dead.”

Scene 2

(See Matthew 28:7.)

Do
Lead children to complete pages following the instructions. (Optional: Wet cotton balls with a small amount
of cologne. Children dab flowers on page with cotton
balls to make scented gardens.) Use the conversation
suggestions as children complete their pages and retell
the story.
187

• Teacher prefolds and opens page.
• Child colors page.
• Child folds and opens page to review story
action.
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Big Book of Bible Story Activity Pages #2

Preschool Puzzle Center

• What did Jesus’ friends do when they
heard that Jesus was alive?
• Who can you tell that Jesus is alive?

Collect
Copies of Bible Story Puzzle 32, Bible Verse
Puzzle 32 and/or Challenge Puzzle 32 from
The Big Book of Preschool Puzzles #2 for each
child; pencils, crayons or markers.

Do
Children complete the puzzles and color pages.
Use the conversation suggestions on the pages.

Read-Aloud Story Center
© 2010 Gospel

Collect

Light. Permission

A copy of Story Picture 32 from The Big Book of ReadAloud Stories #2 for yourself and each child, crayons
or markers.

“Jesus is rise
n from the de
ad.”
(See
Matthew 28:7
.)
Circle the item
that shows the
reason
we celebrate
Easter. Color
the picture.

to photocopy grante
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Do

Book of Read-Aloud

Read the story and distribute pictures. Use the
conversation suggestions as children complete
their pages.

Stories #2

Story Picture
32

69
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