let’s play
Praise Power!
Try these ideas to pay more attention to
the attitudes you are passing on to your
children:
• Read and reread Ephesians 4:29-32.
Learn the power of positive words to
help you break habits of speech you
haven’t noticed before.
• Before you speak, think, Would I want my
children to repeat these words? Take a deep
breath and ask God to help you say
words that build up your children.
Kids absorb our attitudes—positive and negative—like dry sponges absorb
water. They pick up every attitude, negative or positive! That should cause
us to stop, listen to ourselves and consider what attitudes we’re pouring over
our little “sponges.”

Gratitude Game
Print the names of family members, friends and pets on separate
index cards (or print out pictures and glue them onto cards). With
your children, take turns choosing a
card and telling a reason to be thankful
for that person or animal (“I’m thankful
that Uncle Joe plays soccer with me”).
Then send an e-mail or make a phone
call to express thanks to one or more of
the people you talked about.

• Regularly (maybe once a week) choose
only to praise God when you pray. Make
no requests; speak only words of thanks.
Thank Him, even for the problems you
have. Thank Him that He knows all
about the problems and thank Him for
the way He will answer!

Praising God will change
your attitudes. A thankful
heart gives rise to positive
words. And your children will
absorb and give out new
attitudes, too!
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For Younger Children

“Give thanks to the Lord.
His love is forever.”
(See 1 Chronicles 16:34.)
For Older Children

“I will give thanks
to the Lord.”
Psalm 7:17.

let’s
talk
Today I learned:
Jesus teaches us to thank God. We
can thank Him anytime!

Ask me:
When are times people say “Thank
you” to each other? At what times
every day do we thank God?

I see a man bowing. Who is
he bowing to? What do
you think the bowing
man is saying? Why?

Read the story on
the next page and
on pages 388-393
in God’s Story for Me
Bible.
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let’s listen
Bible Story

Invite your child to help you read the story using the rebus pictures.
For older children: What items do you have 10 or more of in your
house?

Luke 17:11-19
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Family
Talk
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When did you say
“Thank you” today?

•

What are some reasons
we thank God?

! MASTER! Please help us!”

that you are well now.”

The

•

anymore!

, they

Words to pray
together:
Dear God, thank You for
[say reasons your child
mentioned]. Thank
You for Jesus. You
are good! In Jesus’
name, amen.

Show your child how to say “Thank you” in sign
language. Ask,
•

What are other ways we can say “Thank you”?

•

Why did one man come back to thank Jesus?
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