March 28, 2021

I can thank God for Jesus

DATE

PONDER POINT

Jesus Enters Jerusalem
Matthew 21:1-11, 15-16;Mark 11:1-10

How Good it is to Sing Praises to
our God.

THE BIG GOD STORY

REMEMBER VERSE

SMALL GROUP
8:45-9:05 or Play (15 minutes): Kids gather and play in their small group rooms during drop off.
Kids will remain in this group for the duration of the class—no switching groups.
WELCOME & PLAY (15 minutes)
 Ask parents Covid 19 questions and then welcome kids into the room.
 Allow kids to play with toys or do the table activity provided.
 Once your room has 5 kids please put up your “FULL” sign and close the door.
 IMPORTANT: Give each kid a sticker to identify their small group room (#/color)
9:05-9:25 Or 10:50-11:10 Connect & Anticipate (20 minutes): Establishes community and engages kids, drawing them in and preparing them to hear God’s word.
ANTICIPATE (15 minutes)
 Gather kids to the table to explain the Anticipate activity . This will help kids get ready for
the Big God Story.
CONNECT QUESTIONS (4 minutes)
 While kids finish up with the activity end small group time asking the following Connect Questions.
TRANSITION (1 minute)
 When you hear the music in Critter Land it’s time to gather for worship. Help kids
find carpet circles together.

LARGE GROUP
9:25-9:40 OR 11:10-11:25
Mail Time, Worship & Wardrobe of Wonder (15 minutes)
WORSHIP (3 minutes) Worship Leader
 WORSHIP VIDEO: Hosanna Rock
 Direct kids to get back on their carpet circle near their small group leader and sit down.
MAILTIME (5 minutes) Host
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GOAL: Worship & welcome is all about engaging kids and helping them enter into worship, letting
them know that class has begun preparing their minds for what they are going to hear. Establishes
community and engages kids, drawing them in and preparing them to hear God’s word.
VIDEO: Mail Time Intro
 Image: Memory Verse
 Choose 2 kids one to hide and one to find the mail (See page 4 for ways to teach Memory
Verse)
 Way to say your verse! Now let’s all keep standing and sing a song!
WORSHIP (3 minutes) Worship Leader
 WORSHIP VIDEO: Super Wonderful
WARDROBE OF WONDER (5 minutes) Host
 What’sIt: Palm Branch
 VIDEO: Wardrobe of Wonder Intro
 Choose 1 volunteer. Volunteer picks two hats from wardrobe one for himself, one for host.
Tell other kids to put on their “imaginary thinking caps”. Volunteer peeks in the What’s It
box. Host gives 3 clues, kids get to vote on what they think it is.
 Then as host you say….
 If you think our clue is a
, raise your hand.
 If you think our clue is a
, raise your hand.
 If you think our clue is a
, raise your hand.
 Let the child volunteer tell which answer is correct!
 I wonder why there is a ________ in the wardrobe? Let’s find out in the Big God
Story!
9:40-9:55 OR 11:25-11:40
The Big God Story (12-15 minutes): Creates space for children to hear God’s word.
BIG GOD STORY (Storyteller see page 3 and following)
 VIDEO: The Big Story Intro
 Dismiss to Small Groups—Kids must return to original small group room, where
they were dropped off.


SMALL GROUP
9:55-10:15 OR 11:40-12:00
Small Groups (20 minutes): Kids respond in small groups to what they heard in the Big God Story.
SMALL GROUP RESPONSE
 Do small group activity (See small group page for lesson details)
 If you finish early practice memory work, play a game like eye spy or duck duck
goose.
10:15 OR 12:00
Dismissal Please keep parents in the hallway at pick up.
(9:00 SGL ONLY—After the majority of your small group kids are picked up take remaining kids
(those probably staying for second service) to room 6.

AFTER KIDS ARE GONE, SANITIZE YOUR ROOM.
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9:05 to 9:25 1st service or 10:50 to 11:10 for 2nd service
Table Activity-Use these activities and toys while waiting for kids to
be dropped off in your room.
SUPPLIES
• Challenge puzzle 31
• Crayons
• Toys

ENGAGE
Set out Activity pages on the table and put crayons on the table. Check supply list for additional
supplies…..they will be in the bin or in the cart drawer. Watch your time. You will have time for
kids to play if you are the first room opened, if you are the last room opened, you may have less
time.

After your class is full and you have passed out colored
dotted stickers to each child and recorded their names on the clipboard, do
this activity with the kids.
(First have the kids help you pick up the room, the toys and papers before
starting the Play to learn. )

Play to Learn-Story Time
SUPPLIES
• Story (for Teacher)
• Coloring Page that goes with story (one per child)
• Crayons
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Hear and Say God’s Word
Holding your Bible open to Psalm 147:1, say verse aloud.

“How good it is to sing praises to our God.”
Singing praises to God means we say “Thank You” to God. We can thank God for Jesus.
Lead children in saying the Bible verse in the following manner: When children say the words
“How good it is,” they clap their hands on each word. When children say the words “to sing
praises,” they cup hands around mouths like a megaphone. Finally, when children say the words
“to our God,” they raise hands up in the air. Repeat as time allows.

Point out that what kids are about to hear is true and is recorded in the Bible. Open your Bible to
the passage and leave it open and visible throughout The Big God Story. Invite kids to open their
Bibles and follow along as you story tell. Children respond to what the Holy Spirit is teaching
them as they reflect on the day’s portion of The Big God Story.

The Prayer of Release allows children and leaders to pause, be still, and ask God to quiet their
hearts and minds. Before you pray, you might ask the kids to hold out their hands, palms up, in a
spirit of releasing their worries and distractions in order to better receive what the Holy Spirit
might have for them today. Then encourage the kids to quiet their voices, take a seat, and pray
with you.

STORYTELLING - 12 minutes (Storyteller)

Greet Each Other
Show children the real or artificial leaf. Let’s see how quickly we can pass this leaf around the circle. When you
get the leaf, say your name and then hand it to the child on your left. Start the game by saying your name and
then pass the leaf to the child to your left. Children continue saying names and passing leaf to child sitting next
to them until leaf has been passed all the way around the circle

Tell the Story
Open your Bible to Matthew 21. Tell the story using the pictured motions (keywords in bold) or show
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Who comes to visit you at your home? Let’s listen to our story and find out
who came to the city of Jerusalem.
Jesus and His helpers were walking to Jerusalem. Jesus talked to two of His
helpers. “Go into the little town ahead of you,” He said. “You will find a donkey.
Bring the donkey to Me.” Jesus’ two helpers went to the town and found the donkey.
The two helpers brought the donkey to Jesus.

Jesus’ friends put their coats on the donkey’s back. Jesus sat on the
donkey’s back and rode to Jerusalem.
Someone must have noticed Jesus and shouted, “Jesus is coming!” Then so
many people crowded the road to see Jesus, it looked like a parade! They
wanted Jesus to be their king.

Men came running to stand by the road. Women stopped what they were
doing and ran to see Jesus, too. Children followed along with their parents
to join the crowd.
Soon the people could see Jesus riding on the donkey. Some of the people
laid palm branches on the road. Other people took off their coats and put
them on the road, too. This showed that they welcomed Jesus as if He
were a king.

As Jesus rode into the city, more and more people came to see Him.
Jesus rode the little donkey all the way into the city and up to the
Temple. Some people might have
waved palm branches in the air. The people were treating Jesus just
like a king. “Hosanna!” the men shouted. (“Hosanna” is a word that was
shouted to praise someone important.) “Hosanna!” the children
shouted. The people along the road showed Jesus how glad they were
to see Him! It was a wonderful, exciting day!
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After The Big God
Story !
GOAL: Kids respond in small groups to what they heard in the Big
God Story.

Talk To Learn
SUPPLIES
• Activity Page (one per kid)
• Bible
• Crayons
• Activity Stickers (one set per kid)

ENGAGE
Hand out Talk Time activity pages and demonstrate how to complete the page. Distribute sticker
pages and crayons or markers. As children complete their own page, talk about the items on the
page.
Make sure children do front and back sides of their activity page. Place the children’s activity page
and stickers in a clear plastic bag that already has the Family Fun Time page in there. Put all other
pages or crafts in the plastic bag and write their names on it.
If you finish early practice memory work, play a game like eye spy or duck duck goose.
10:15 OR 12:00
Dismissal Please keep parents in the hallway at pick up. Make sure you hand each child
their clear plastic bag as they leave.
(9:00 SGL ONLY—After the majority of your small group kids are picked up take remaining
kids (those probably staying for second service) to room 6.

AFTER KIDS ARE GONE, SANITIZE YOUR ROOM.
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Kids Staying for Both Services

Group 6

10:15-10:35 (20min) Free Play and coloring sheet
SUPPLIES
• Toys
• White Board coloring

10:35-10:55 (20min) Serve a Snack/Re-sticker/ Write names on clipboard
(supplies will be in the bottom bin) Kids can watch a Bible story from Right now
Media, or from the drive provided. After the story and snack time is finished,
take kids for a Drink and Bathroom break.

10:55-11:00 (5 min)

Kids Clean up Kids need to clean up from snacks
any trash, and pick up toys, erase white boards, tidy up rooms.

11:00 - 11:15 (15 min)

Active Play Look on clipboard for a specific game
to play related to the Big God Story…..if there is not one, play games like red
light, green light, freeze tag, duck, duck goose in the lower lobby or if nice play
outside on playground.

11:15-11:35 (20 min)

Create - Kids will make a craft, related to their Big
God Story. See Next Page for Create.

11:35-11:40 ( 5-10 min)

Gather - Make sure kids have their names on
their craft, and papers in their plastic bags. Have kids help put supplies away,
and wipe down table and chairs as you wait for parent pick-up.
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After The Big
God Story !

Create (11:15-11:35)
SUPPLIES
• Activity Page (one per kid)
• Crayons
ENGAGE

Allow kids to color their activity page. Make sure kids or help kids write their names on their
paper. Do the following instructions:
When kids are finished, put their paper in the clear plastic bag that has the child’s name on it
from the 9:00 service. If you still have time do the next activity with the kids.

If you finish early practice memory work, play a game like eye spy or duck duck goose.
11:40
Dismissal Please keep parents in the hallway at pick up.

AFTER KIDS ARE GONE, SANITIZE YOUR ROOM.
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Bible Story
Matthew 21:1-11,15-16; Mark 11:1-10

Teacher Challenge
As Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, people welcomed Him, quoting Psalm 118:25-26 and
waving branches. Some expected to make Him their king.
Others looked for a way to kill Him. Even those who welcomed Jesus didn’t understand that He
came to create a deeper freedom than they expected. His death and resurrection brought far more
than rest from political oppression—He brought real and permanent freedom! Because we have
experienced that freedom, we know that Jesus is worthy of genuine praise—always!

 In what situations are you finding it difficult to praise Jesus?
 Talk to God honestly about the fears and worries in your life.
Even if your life today seems as precarious, praise Him! Praise overcomes the darkness of fear and
helps us see our lives from God’s perspective. Praise Him, even in the midst of your worries. Know
that He hears and receives your praise, standing ready to amaze you and help you in the middle of
whatever tensions come.
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