Introduction
John Presko
Welcome to our devotional through the book of Ecclesiastes. We have written this
devotional to help keep everyone engulfed in the book of Ecclesiastes during our Sunday
morning preaching series “The Pursuit”.
We have divided each of the 12 chapters of Ecclesiastes into four devotions. To get the best
experience out of this devotional, I would encourage you to do a few things along with
reading this devotional weekly.
● First, I would encourage you to read the entire book of Ecclesiastes in one
reading/sitting. I believe that this is a great way to read books of the Bible and helps
you understand the book better.
● Second, I would encourage you to read the chapter for the week each day before you
read your devotion. Not only will you be reading the verses that the devotion will be
focusing on for the day, but you will have read each chapter in Ecclesiastes four
times each week and the Holy Spirit will use that in a powerful way.
● Third, I would encourage you to read each devotion along with our sermon series. I
know that some of you like to read ahead and that is okay. Just come back and read
through each devotion as we are going through it together as a church. I believe this
will help you get much more out of each week's sermon and if you are part of a life
group, it will help you get more out of your group time.
Thank you so much for taking time to dive into Ecclesiastes with us. I would like to thank
the following people for writing the devotionals: Tiffany Blum, Jessica Clements, Marion
Conover, Tammy Hill, Garrett Holle, Randy Merryman, Zach Owen, Sara Stewart and Allen
Tyger.

Chapter 1 - Day 1
The Meaning of Life - Ecclesiastes 1:1-5
John Presko
People have been asking what the meaning of life is since Adam and Eve were thrown out
of the Garden of Eden.
Is the meaning of life just to work?
Is the meaning of life to reproduce and have a family?
Is the meaning of life to create a legacy, a name or build something that will last the test of
time?
Is the meaning of life to love others?
Is the meaning of life to make as much money as you can and get as much stuff as you can?
Is the meaning of life to enjoy as many of its greatest pleasures as possible?
Is the meaning of life to be as educated as you can to impact the world around you?
Is the meaning of life to do as much good as you can?
Is the meaning of life to make the world a better place?
Most of these things are not bad, but some of them can lead to dangerous places in our lives
and Solomon experienced them all. Many theologians believe that after God granted
Solomon wisdom in his younger years, he wrote Song of Solomon and then Proverbs as he
was faithfully walking with God. Near the end of his life, after choosing to walk away from
God and selfishly experiencing life in every way possible, theologians believe Solomon
repented, turned back to God and wrote the book of Ecclesiastes.
After experiencing life exhaustively, Solomon has given us a dependable map to follow for a
satisfying life, but he must first help us understand that...
“Everything is meaningless,” says Solomon, “completely meaningless!” (Ecclesiastes 1:2 NLT)
Solomon used the words meaningless or vanity thirty-eight times in the book of
Ecclesiastes. The words means emptiness, futility, vapor, that which vanishes quickly and
leaves nothing behind.
One author illustrated it to be the same as popping a soap bubble.
The American poet Carl Sanburg compared life to “an onion--you peel if off one layer at a
time, and sometimes you weep.”

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe said this about the meaning of life, “The human race is a
monotonous affair. Most people spend the greatest part of their time working in order to
live, and what little freedom remains so fills them with fear that they seek out any and
every means to be rid of it.”
As we are going through a global pandemic and watching protests, riots and looting all over
the United States, you may feel more than ever that so much of life is meaningless just as
Solomon said a few thousand of years ago.
Many have been quarantined for a period of time and it is so easy to be very pessimistic
about our own personal lives and the state in which we currently find the world. What a
relief it is to turn to the gospel of John and read the words of Jesus Himself, “The thief comes
only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”
(John 10:10 ESV)
Our lives lived in worship to Jesus Christ are not meaningless. Whether we are at work, at
school, in quarantine, enjoying the outdoors, spending time with family, washing dishes,
doing yard work or enjoying our favorite activities, nothing done for the Lord in the name
of the Lord is meaningless. Listen to these words from Paul, “My dear brothers and sisters,
be strong and immovable. Always work enthusiastically for the Lord, for you know that
nothing you do for the Lord is ever useless.” (I Cor. 15:58 NLT)

For reflection and prayer:
How have you tried to answer the question, “What is the meaning of life?” Ask God to reveal to
you meaning and purpose in your life.

Chapter 1 - Day 2
Water and Words - Ecclesiastes 1:7-11
Allen Tyger
I grew up less than a mile from the river, half a mile of gravel road that ended at a gravel
bar that spilled into the Big Piney River. Of course, there are much bigger rivers. And sure
there are much smaller rivers (i.e. the aptly named Little Piney River) but as a kid, this was
my happy place. My feet walked that path thousands of times. My bike knew the quickest
route with the best jumps along the way. And when I was learning to drive, mom and dad’s
instructions were always, “Only down to the river and back”. A couple times a year my
family would float the Big Piney and countless times I would wander down that gravel road
just to skip a few rocks across to the bluff and listen to the rushing water.
In the summer months, my friends would come over for camping on the river bank. I
remember so many fun summer nights, staying up way too late chatting around the fire.
There is just something about sitting next to a river telling stories. For high school boys,
there wasn’t much substance there, but just like the water flowing in a constant current,
our words and ramblings echoed off the bluff nearly all night long.
Solomon writes in chapter 1:7-8 that words and water flow in similar fashion.
All rivers flow to the sea,
but the sea is never full.
To the place where the rivers flow,
there the water returns to flow once again.
Words, words, words! So many words! They are wearisome things;
and yet people cannot refrain from speaking.
No eye has ever surveyed the world and said, “I have seen enough”;
no ear has ever listened to creation and said, “I have heard enough.”
Very poetic and very depressing! Studying Ecclesiastes we should probably get used to
that. Remember, Solomon is a man who has tried everything in order to find fulfilment.
Ecclesiastes is his Dear John letter to the world. So, one of his first qualms is with the noise
pollution created by our constant flow of words.
These words sound like they could be written (or more accurately tweeted or blogged)
today. But that actually kind of proves his point. No matter what generation or time period
you grow up in, the flow of words never stops. Now with the growth of the internet, access
to those words is unbridled too. Our phones notify us when someone wants to share live on
Instagram, Facebook or YouTube. We have podcasts, TED talks, documentaries, audiobooks
and even an entire genre called talk radio! It’s no wonder we call our newest forms of

entertainment “streaming” services. Sure as the water flows in the Piney River...words just
keep coming...flowing...streaming.
The flood from our mouths is so natural to us, it spills into our worship as well. Jesus
famously called out the Pharisees for standing on the street corner shouting lengthy
paragraphs and windy words to show how holy they were. The Prophets called out Israel
for singing songs and praises of deliverance while oppressing the poor and enslaving
neighboring nations. In summary, “more words” does not equal “better praise” to our God.
In fact Jesus, the Prophets and Solomon argue the opposite. More words dilute the message.
Spewing paragraphs of meaningless religious rhetoric will likely just get swept
downstream with all the other noise. A meaningful message (the most meaningful
message) could get tossed in the rapids among all this meaning less talk.
So, should we say nothing of God? Surely not. Maybe the lesson here is not silence, but,
when we do speak, to make sure it’s something worth being heard. Like the call of James for
us to be slow to speak, rattling off and speaking our mind may not always be the best idea.
Sitting by that river, I never knew where the water was coming from or even cared where it
was going. But a quick Google search informs me that the Big Piney River and those rapids I
splashed in as a child were actually part of a much larger story downstream. The Big Piney
River flows to the Gasconade River. The Gasconade then flows to the Missouri River. The
Missouri River flows to the mighty Mississippi River, which we all know flows all the way
down to the Gulf of Mexico.
The conversations we had sitting on that river bank were also headed south. Mostly
because they were meaningless. But now I’m thinking, how many of my words and
conversations today are flowing in the same direction? Solomon seems to be suggesting
that our words are not as important as we think they are. The Prophets testify that
sometimes God hates our ramblings and attempts to flatter Him with our eloquence. Jesus
reminds us that it is not the amount of words that matter but the heart behind the words
we speak (Matthew 6:7).
Maybe today it’s not about how many words I can get in but about making sure what I am
sending downstream is meaningful. I refuse to send more meaningless noise floating.
Maybe a prayer for today looks something like this:
“Lord, may my words be so thoughtful that someone actually wants to think on them,
So concise that no one drowns in my mess of words,
So loving that Christ is heard in every syllable,
And so full of meaning that nothing You speak, through me, is lost at sea.”

Chapter 1 - Day 3
Sunrise, Sunset - Ecclesiastes 1:12-15
Garrett Holle
When I was in high school, one of the musicals we got to do was Fiddler on the Roof, and
one of the most recognizable songs from that show is “Sunrise, Sunset” - a song sung from
the perspective of parents attending a wedding of a young couple. “Sunrise, sunset. Sunrise,
sunset! Swiftly fly the years! One season following another, laden with happiness and tears.”
the song goes. In the song, Tevye and Golde (the father and mother of the bride) recall how
quickly time has flown by and it feels like it has slipped away from them. I’m sure that
many parents who’ve given their child away at a wedding have felt this way. Maybe it was
dropping a child off at college for the first time or watching them load up their car to move
out on their own. Where did the time go? How is it that this person I’ve devoted myself to is
already leaving?
I’m not a parent, but I definitely have felt this sentiment before: a simultaneous feeling of
regret and yet accepting fate. People exit our lives, jobs or projects come to an end, people
die. The things we’ve devoted our time and energy to for so long cease to need us anymore.
This is the natural order of things, I guess, but it can leave us feeling as if we’ve wasted the
time we spent. This is what Solomon is coming to terms with in Ecclesiastes 1:12-15:
I, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem.
I applied my mind to study and to explore by wisdom all that is done under the
heavens.
What a heavy burden God has laid on mankind!
I have seen all the things that are done under the sun;
all of them are meaningless, a chasing after the wind.
What is crooked cannot be straightened; what is lacking cannot be counted.
There was no one as wise as Solomon, so no one else could “explore wisdom” the way he
would have been able to. He had devoted himself to acquiring knowledge and weighing the
worth of things through the lens of wisdom...and what is his conclusion? That nothing done
under the sun is meaningful. It isn’t even half-meaningful. It is all “meaningless” (hevel in
Hebrew), like smoke or vapor. It’s here and gone like it never was at all.
I love that metaphor: “chasing after the wind.” It reminds me of when I was young and was
mesmerized by the way wind moved trees and made my shirt wave in the breeze, but I
couldn’t see it. It could touch me, but I couldn’t touch it! A few years ago, I lived out where
Kansas and Missouri meet and could watch the clouds and wind roll across hundreds of
acres. The wind moved gracefully through the grass in the fields and at times it was
powerful enough the house seemed like it would blow over (I even watched the walls move

a couple times). Can you imagine how ridiculous it would be for me to chase after that
wind? There wouldn’t be anything there if I managed to catch it! I’d just be the crazy guy
that lived out in the middle of nowhere occasionally seen running through the fields.
That is how we can feel about life when we try and do everything through our own power,
like Solomon’s attempt at understanding everything through his wisdom. We are left
feeling like nothing ever matters. All things we work for can be brought to abrupt and
painful endings, something many of us have been learning in the aftermath of a pandemic. I
have lost myself in some task or a particular season before and when it was over, I was left
with this feeling of loss and despair. Well, what difference did that make? How come nothing
came of this? Does nothing last forever? What now?!
Ecclesiastes is like a journal of Solomon coming to terms with the limits of his own intellect.
Each of us has to come to the end of ourselves, too. No matter how good or important we
are, we might as well be chasing after the wind - apart from the Lord. Nothing we can do on
our own strength will last forever. It will all waste away or disappear like the wind. One
season follows another, like the song from Fiddler says, and if all we are doing is living for
our own success or skill, then we might as well run after the invisible air. Once we accept
that we are limited beings, we can enjoy what we do experience in life, both the happiness
and the tears.
Recognizing what is “meaningless” gives us a truer perspective. A perspective that doesn’t
tell us to work harder or to do more, but instead reminds us Who is working and He who is
doing the most. Apart from God, using our own strength and relying on our own skill is as
foolish as running as hard as you can to catch the wind. The only catching we end up doing
is that of our own breath and we’re left wondering why we did it in the first place.
The Church can’t afford to go on wasting our time and energy running after the uncatchable
or the temporary things of this life. We have to align with what God is doing and run with
Him, acknowledging that we can’t do it on our own. What is “crooked” or “lacking” in me is
not found in trying harder or accomplishing more. It is found in surrendering to the truth
of God’s ability to do things that last.
What are you chasing right now that isn’t what God asked? Is it going to fulfill you if you get
there? Or, will it leave you feeling like a fool who ran to catch something they never could?
For reflection and prayer:
What is God doing? How is the Kingdom moving? Are you aligned with that? We will never be
able to accomplish these things on our own, but luckily we follow the Creator of this world, the
One who set the wind in motion and can call it to be still with just a word from His mouth!

Chapter 1 - Day 4
The More You Know - Ecclesiastes 1:16-18
Zebulon Myers
I sought after education diligently throughout the course of my life. I excelled among my
peers at a young age, in public school, and I studied long hours, trying hard to impress my
parents, my teachers, my peers and myself. I was extremely ambitious, hoping to achieve
great success in my latter life. However, I realize now what I did not know then, that
success for the sake of success was meaningless. Just as work without purpose is laborious
and a heavy burden. Setting goals, learning and gaining experience in various trades is
useful for all people. However, as King Solomon realized in his wisened years, knowledge
and wisdom, if gained without purpose, is meaningless.
For instance, if I learn how to paint beautiful works of art, spending hundreds, if not
thousands, of dollars on easels, paints, brushes and various utensils, but no one ever gets to
experience the beauty of the works of art that are created, is my effort meaningless? You
might think it’s not meaningless, because I got to experience those works of art. What if I
completed a masterpiece and then set it ablaze, never to be enjoyed by myself or another
again? Is that meaningless? Solomon would realize, just as you or I, that there are multiple
perspectives that we can consider when addressing wisdom and knowledge. All of this
wisdom and knowledge is given to us for a purpose.
The gifts and abilities and the wisdom and knowledge that we receive from God are given
for a purpose. If we are created for a purpose and we do not fulfill that purpose, we would
certainly consider those gifts meaningless, right? In Ecclesiastes, Solomon is assessing all of
the blessings that he has received from the LORD throughout his life. He is quickly realizing
that the purpose God had intended those blessings for has been lost in the fulfillment of his
own earthly pleasures. If we give or gain something and it isn’t used for its intended
purpose, that leaves us dissatisfied, often.
A few years ago I was blessed to complete my Bachelor’s degrees. In the final semester of
my degrees, in Psychology/Counseling and in Student Ministry, I decided to leave full-time
ministry and return to the workforce in construction (a career that I love). Soon afterward,
I was accepted into the Master’s program at Wheaton College, near Chicago, IL. I
contemplated my calling and prayed diligently for God to guide me in those next steps for
my life. What I soon began to realize is that it was a waste of the gifts that God had given me
to not receive my calling to ministry. During the time that I was accepted into Wheaton
College for my MA in Evangelism and Leadership, I was also called to serve in full-time
ministry again with a church in Oklahoma.

Needless to say, what seemed meaningless in the fall of 2016, now seems God-ordained in
the fall of 2020, after completing my MA and my BA’s in ministry and counseling. Wisdom
and knowledge are not utterly useless, however, apart from the intended purpose they can
certainly seem laborious and wasteful. Wisdom is certainly not the most important thing
we should desire for ourselves. “Seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these
things will be given to you as well” (Matthew 6:33), and “Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled” (Matthew 5:6). Solomon asked God for
wisdom, and God granted it to him as a blessing. Wisdom was used by Solomon to rule over
God’s chosen people and to discern between disputes amongst them. It was not
meaningless as it was intended.
For reflection and prayer:
What knowledge are you pursuing? How do you think God wants to use that? Ask God to make
you a lifelong learner.

Chapter 2 - Day 1
Pleasure vs. Treasure - Ecclesiastes 2:1-3
Allen Tyger
Over the past few years I have gotten very interested in a personality test called the
Enneagram. Maybe you have heard of it. If not, it’s a great way to get to know yourself, your
motives, your strengths and weaknesses. The Enneagram is made up of 9 (Greek word:
Ennea) personality types laid out in a star diagram (Greek word: Gram) in special relation
to one another. There have been volumes and volumes written in defense and critique of
this method of typing. I tend to appreciate it. Of course, it’s extra-biblical and can be
treated dangerously but used in conjunction with the Bible, it has been helpful as I explore
how God made me.
All that said, I identify as an Enneagram 7. I know that means nothing to many reading this,
but let me give you a summary from The Enneagram Institute:
Sevens are extroverted, optimistic, versatile, and spontaneous. Playful, high-spirited,
and practical, they can also misapply their many talents, becoming over-extended,
scattered, and undisciplined. They constantly seek new and exciting experiences, but
can become distracted and exhausted by staying on the go. They typically have
problems with impatience and impulsiveness.1
Have you ever read words that felt more like looking in a mirror? Ouch! If you know me,
you were probably nodding your head in agreement reading that. If you don’t know me that
well, you just got an ALLEN 101 course. I have been described by all of these words my
whole life. I’ve seen these words on progress reports in grade school, heard them from my
parents, friends, ex-girlfriends, teammates, roommates, professors, co-workers, etc. Believe
in the Enneagram or not, this summary was reading my mail.
I’ll never turn down an adventure. And because of my distracted nature and lack of detailed
planning, my adventures usually turn out, well, more adventurous. I am an eternal optimist
and I’m always living with a glass half full, even if the glass is shattered and my hand is
bleeding. That’s just going to make a great sermon illustration someday!
I think Solomon had personalities like mine in mind when he wrote chapter 2 of
Ecclesiastes. He probably didn’t know about the Enneagram, but he was likely writing to us
7 types. Searching for meaning in this life, he writes...
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I said to myself, “Let me dabble and test you in pleasure and see if there is any good in
that.” But look, that, too, was fleeting. Of laughter I said, “Foolishness.” Of pleasure,
“And in the end what is accomplished?” So I thought about drinking wine, for it soothes
the flesh. But all the while my mind was filled with thoughts of wisdom—about how to
rein in foolishness—until I might understand the best way for us to live out our brief
lives and number of days under heaven.
Ecclesiastes 2:1-3 (VOICE)
This was painful to read, but helpful to understand. One of the main traits of my personality
is impulsiveness and impatience. I don’t like to wait. I always want two-day shipping,
instant download, fast-pass and express checkout. The longer I have to wait, the more
reality sets in that this thing, food or experience is really not going to fulfil me like I hope. I
can’t tell you how many times I have felt like Solomon, to believe that something was going
to solve my problems, only to have it disappoint me in the end.
Living from experience to experience can really take a toll on you. There are those who
bounce from drugs to alcohol, one to get them high and the other to bring them down.
Others jump from bed to bed with different partners, searching for that excitement of
something or someone new. Others seek out pleasure in food or maybe binge watching the
next TV show. Hoping for our team to win the next championship, our house to get the new
addition, our garage to get a new car...we all ride the rollercoaster of pleasure. Once we
start heading down, we are looking to the horizon for the next up.
What Solomon found was what he finds quite often in Ecclesiastes, nothing. The experience
was really not all that great. It was gone in a flash. The drug wore off, the bed partner got
boring, the TV show got cancelled, the food ran out, the garage filled up again, the house
payment kept coming, etc. His words are a warning that we often ignore.
We (especially us 7s) like to think that Solomon just didn’t know what he was doing. If I had
his money and resources, I could find a pleasure that would satisfy. But that’s just the thing.
There was no end to his trying to find meaning in pleasure. He goes on in chapter 2 to
describe what he built, the food he ate, who he hired and surrounded himself with. He
spared no expense and it all left him empty.
This passage is not here to say, “See if you can top this.” It’s here to say, “You will always be
let down by earthly pleasures.” I hear an echo of the words of Jesus when He said,
Some people store up treasures in their homes here on earth. This is a shortsighted
practice—don’t undertake it. Moths and rust will eat up any treasure you may store
here. Thieves may break into your homes and steal your precious trinkets. Instead, put

up your treasures in heaven where moths do not attack, where rust does not corrode,
and where thieves are barred at the door. For where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also.
Matthew 6:19-21 (VOICE)
Here we are spending our lives waiting in lines that will let us down, hoping for pleasure in
the next job, toy or relationship, while Jesus is calling us to invest in something that is going
to pay off. Solomon warns us by his experience and Jesus commands us to treasure
something that will last forever, something worth waiting for.
Preach and author John Piper is credited for coining the term and philosophies of Christian
Hedonism. Hedonism is defined as the pursuit of pleasure and self-indulgence, not unlike
what Solmon tries in Ecclesiastes 2. Christian Hedonism, although still a pursuit of
pleasure, removes the shadow of self-indulgence. Piper states that, “God is most glorified in
us when we are most satisfied in Him. Not only is God the supreme source of satisfaction for
the human soul, but God himself is glorified by our being satisfied in Him.”2 (emphasis mine)
We, like Solomon, tend to learn this the hard way. We search for pleasure in every other
way until we realize, usually after some pretty epic highs and lows, that there’s nothing
here that can satisfy us. No matter your personality, your strengths or weaknesses, your
salary, what you drive or what you fill your stomach with, none of it lasts. Only one thing
leads to our satisfaction and that’s setting the treasure of your heart higher.

For reflection and prayer:
Have you ever had an experience you were looking forward to disappoint you? What stands
out in Solomon's words in 2:1-3? Can you see yourself in his pursuit? What does it mean to you
to pursue pleasure in God alone?
Pray today that you could release the expectations you have on this world to fulfill you and be
satisfied in Him.
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Chapter 2 - Day 2
If I Had a Million Dollars - Ecclesiastes 2:4-11
John Presko
Most of you are probably nothing like me, but I have always dreamed of what it would be
like to have a million dollars. As a kid, I would sometimes dream of being a millionaire like
the big star athletes or the owner of a chain of McDonald’s. Today, kids dream of becoming
billionaires like Jeff Bezos, the developer of Amazon. When I was growing up in the ‘70s and
‘80s, the number of millionaires in the United States doubled, and one of the most famous
millionaires growing up in the midwest was Sam Walton. We all knew about him because
everyone had Wal-Marts that we frequented often. I could not understand why someone
with SO much money would continue driving the same old truck.
I probably thought that because I grew up in a time where everyone had a television, and
the stories of rich people were more accessible than ever before. Some of you may
remember the show, Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous, which ran from 1984-1995. You got
to see up close the extravagant lifestyles of wealthy athletes, entertainers and business
moguls. I think the dream as a kid was always that you could have fun doing whatever you
wanted to do, and you would never really need a job. These shows never really showed all
the hard work that these people put into attaining their millions; it just showed the
lifestyles they were afforded to live once they got it. This is probably why so many people
play the lottery because they want millions of dollars without the hard work or effort.
F. W. Woolworth, founder of the Woolworth’s chain of stores, had made one of the largest
fortunes in the world by the early 1900s. A portion of this fortune, more than $50 million,
was given to his granddaughter, Barbara Hutton when she turned 21 in 1933.
Although she was one of the richest women in America, Barbara was never able to find
personal happiness. She married seven times (included among her husbands are a prince, a
count and the actor Cary Grant). Hutton spent her life battling drug and alcohol
dependency and anorexia; buying priceless art and yachts (the best that money could buy),
and her numerous divorces left her bankrupt. When the reclusive Hutton finally died at age
66, she weighed less than 100 pounds and only $3,000 of her fortune remained.
In this section of Ecclesiastes, Solomon said he did everything a successful person was
supposed to do. He built and achieved everything he could want. He accumulated great
wealth in silver and gold. Johnny Carson once said, “The only value of money is that you
don’t worry about being poor.” In other words, money won’t produce anything itself. It will
not help your life, your marriage or your kids. As a matter of fact after a certain point,

money will distract you. Henry Ford once said, “I was much happier as a mechanic, working
in a shop.”
I have never had a million dollars at once or even in a year and probably never will, so I am
going to have to trust these other people who have and especially Solomon who ends this
section by saying, “But as I looked at everything I had worked so hard to accomplish, it was
all so meaningless--like chasing the wind. There was nothing really worthwhile anywhere.”
(Ecc. 2:11 NLT)
Sounds like it is time to stop dreaming about having a million dollars and time to be
content with the blessings of God.
For reflection and prayer:
Have you chased after the empty promises of money? What does a content life look like? Ask
God to help you be content with His blessings.

Chapter 2 - Day 3
Everything is More Beautiful...Because We Are Doomed - Ecclesiastes 2:12-17
Allen Tyger
No one likes to talk about death. It’s not something anyone brings up over dinner or during
halftime of the game. But there are times in this life when we have to face the inevitable,
hard conversations about the brevity of life. We avoid the topic because it’s hard, which
makes it even harder when the topic is forced on us. The unexpected loss of a loved one is
often met with warranted tears and a deafening quiet. In those moments, no one wants to
say the wrong thing, so we tend to say nothing at all.
Nearly half of Americans who die do so without life insurance. A majority of them could
afford it but never got around to getting a policy set up. This again is a testament to the fact
that we just don’t want to deal with death unless we absolutely have to. This is not a PSA
for insurance but a topic that Solomon brings up in Ecclesiastes quite a bit. Mostly to make
the point that death is a non-negotiable part of life. We are all going to die.
I’m usually Captain Positive, so talking about death in chapter 2 seems like diving into the
deep end with concrete shoes on. But this King of Israel has seen generations come and go.
Solomon is building his case for the bleakness of life without God. The ultimate measuring
stick of the meaning of life is what do you have when it’s all over.
I realized that wisdom is better than folly, just as light is better than darkness. As the
old saying goes:
The wise have eyes in their heads,
but fools stumble in the darkness.
Yet I knew deep down that the same fate comes to both of them. I said to myself, “Why
do I try to be wise when my fate is the same as that of the fool? This pursuit is fleeting
too.” Neither the wise nor the fool will be remembered for very long once they are
gone. The wise dies, and the fool alike. All are forgotten in the future. So I began to
hate life itself because all that is done under the sun is so harsh and difficult. Life—
everything about it—is fleeting; it’s like trying to pursue the wind.
Ecclesiastes 2:13-17 (VOICE)
Who invited this guy to the party, right? But seriously Solomon, read the room man!
Remember this is the same man who wrote and spoke at least 3,000 proverbs. The “old
saying” he quotes sounds like something that he would have written. But he is only using
this saying to illustrate that both the wise and the foolish have the same fate. As the author
of Hebrews wrote, “...people are destined to die once, and after that to face the judgement,”
agreeably King Solomon is stating a fact and his outlook is dire.

Earlier this year I happened upon a book by a man named Viktor Frankl. Celebrated
phycologist and Holocaust survivor, Frankl wrote his memoire Man’s Search for Meaning3
in 1946. The first half of the more recently revised book focuses on the time he was held in
concentration camps during World War II. The latter part of the book details his method of
finding meaning in the suffering of life, a method he dubbed “logotherapy”. In short, his
theory states that our human nature is driven and motivated by the search for meaning. At
face value, this seems to contradict what Solomon is writing. I mean the theme of
Ecclesiastes is (thus far) “the meaninglessness of life”.
In verse 17 above, Solomon says, “Life—everything about it—is fleeting; it’s like trying to
pursue the wind.” Noting that life slips by so fast, it must be meaningless. While on the
contrary, Frankl would suggest that it’s the fleeting nature of life that gives it meaning.
Unless of course you are trying to find meaning in things of this world that are also fleeting,
something Solomon self-admittedly was doing.
Frankl’s work is really more of a clinical approach to where Solomon ends up after all of his
searching. We will see in chapter 12 , he finds that life, although meaningless from a
horizontal perspective, is full of meaning from a vertical perspective. What we find
meaning in to our left and right is of little importance. But what we find meaning in above
and below us is critical. We can only find meaning in connection with our creator, here King
Solomon and Viktor Frankl wholeheartedly agree.
So, back to death. Our lives are a search for meaning because our days are numbered.
Without the imminence of death, there would be no value in life. I’m reminded of the line
from the movie Troy where Brad Pitt’s character Achilles reflects on being mortal. He says,
“...because any moment may be our last. Everything is more beautiful because we’re doomed.”
Obviously, we don’t build a theology of death and dying from the stories of Greek
mythology, but the sentiment rings true. Life does not have less meaning because death is
coming. In view of God’s promise, it surely has more.
Solomon tried to cram every day full of laughter, fine foods, wealth, wisdom and riches so
that the thought of death would fade in the stupor of pleasure. Something that is so fleeting
can’t have much meaning can it? But in the end, it was the fact that death awaits all of us,
the hope of something after this crazy life, the purpose beyond this meaningless mess that
actually points to its value. Yes, life is fleeting, but its eternal meaning is not.

Frankl, V. E.. (1946) Man's Search for Meaning: An Introduction to Logotherapy. Simon &
Schuster. New York, NY. 1984
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Toward the end of his book, Frankl is reflecting on his time in the Nazi concentration
camps. He recounts the hardships he faced and the people he suffered alongside. He recalls
those who survived with him as well as those who tragically did not. As he retraces, he
credits his faith in the Lord as a beacon of meaning found in this life. Although he suffered
what many could consider enough for multiple lifetimes, he writes these words in
summary: “Those who have a ‘why’ to live, can bear almost any ‘how’.” 4
The ‘how’ we live may seem like meaningless suffering. But meaning does not come from
what we see now, but in what we see coming. Thinking horizontally, everything is
meaningless. But, thinking vertically, everything is more beautiful, because we have found
our ‘why’.
For reflection and prayer
Is it hard for you or your family to talk about death? Why do you think that is? Does the
imminence of death give you an attitude more like Solomon (specifically in chapter 2) or
Frankl? Pray today that God would show you the beauty and meaning He has in this life and
the next. Pray for peace in the hurt and suffering of this life. Pray for an eternal, vertical
perspective of meaning in this life.

4

Frankl’s words were heavily influenced by the work and words of Friedrich Nietzsche. He is basically quoting
him here.

Chapter 2 - Day 4
Working Hard or Hardly Working - Ecclesiastes 2:18-26
Jessica Clements
Ecclesiastes 2 concludes with the final of the preacher’s four “experiments” for finding
meaning or fulfillment in life. He pursued wisdom and found it vapor. He pursued pleasure
and found it meaningless. He pursued wisdom and found it vanity. Now, he’s pursuing
accomplishment through hard work (or toil). And, guess what?! He finds that pursuit
meaningless, too!
After reading through his argument, it’s easy to see why he finds this pursuit ultimately
empty, unfulfilling and fruitless. First, you can’t take what you have worked for, the wealth
or legacy you have amassed, with you. In fact, you have to pass it on to someone else - and
there’s no guarantee that they will be as dedicated to the cause as you were. I imagine all of
us have seen, driven by or experienced examples of this firsthand. We see large buildings
constructed only to end up abandoned a generation later. A businessman’s legacy gets
swindled away by untrustworthy advisors. An inheritance gets squandered away on bad
investments, poor choices and fleeting pleasures.
But toil or the pursuit of accomplishment isn’t just meaningless because of the uncertainty
of the final outcome. The pursuit itself can quickly become all-consuming, leaving us tired,
in pain and burned out. When the pursuit of accomplishment or hard work becomes the
ultimate goal, we will at some point find it meaningless, frustrating, unfulfilling and maybe
even lose the job completely. At some level, we know this, right? Think about some of the
terms we often use to describe work: “9-to-5 grind,” “toil” and “the rat race.” Not exactly
flattering terms.
I like to listen to podcasts, and within one month, I listened to three different interviews
with authors who were releasing books in the fall of 2019. Let me give you their titles: “The
Hell with the Hustle,” “The Ruthless Elimination of Hurry” and “Rhythms of Rest and
Renewal.” Do you see a theme?! All three books emphasized the need for Sabbath and for
intentional rest because when we let our dedication to the job at hand go unchecked, we
find ourselves at the edge of burnout. The Bible Recap says it like this, “Idolatry always
demands more - making us needier and more frantic and more insecure.”
I think, maybe, that’s what the preacher is referring to. The pursuit of work above all else is
ultimately fruitless (nothing is guaranteed and we can’t take it with us) and endlessly
exhausting. If we leave it there, it’s a little disheartening, right? Perhaps, even a little unfair,
to be honest. The Preacher says it like this in the Message: “That’s when I called it quits,

gave up on anything that could be hoped for on this earth.” But, instead of throwing our
hands up in defeat, perhaps these realizations can serve as a priority check.
You see, hard work isn’t bad. Achieving things isn’t wrong. The issue at hand is what we are
ultimately working for - or maybe I should say who we are working for.
When we chase after meaning or identity in nothing but our work, we find ourselves
checking out of family time to check in with email or messages. We find ourselves too busy
to commit to the best things God has for us. We find ourselves glued to a device rather than
engaged in the moment.
And that moment is all that we are guaranteed, according to Solomon. The moment is what
matters. He says, “There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and
find enjoyment in his toil” (Ecclesiastes 2:24). Or, as summarized by The Bible Recap, find
contentment in working unto the Lord and trusting God with the outcome for He is the
giver of wisdom, knowledge and joy!
For reflection and prayer:
Are my work ethic, my priorities and my work goals rooted in Him? Am I committed to the
task at hand because of my commitment to God? Or, am I “spitting into the wind” trying to
build something that will not last? Ask God to help you work for Him first.

Chapter 3 - Day 1
Times and Seasons - Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
Garrett Holle
These few verses may be the most “well known” of all Ecclesiastes’ passages. Maybe it has
to do with becoming a hit song for both The Seekers and The Byrds in the 1960’s (“Turn
Turn Turn”). It could be that there is not a season of life that reading this passage is not
appropriate. It could also partly be because Solomon’s poetry here is just beautiful and
sticks with us. Whatever the reason, we shouldn’t let its familiarity keep us from taking our
time reading it today.
I encourage you to read Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 in your preferred translation, and then reread it
below in the VOICE translation:
Teacher: For everything that happens in life—there is a season, a right time for everything
under heaven:
A time to be born, a time to die;
a time to plant, a time to collect the harvest;
A time to kill, a time to heal;
a time to tear down, a time to build up;
A time to cry, a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, a time to dance;
A time to scatter stones, a time to pile them up;
a time for a warm embrace, a time for keeping your distance;
A time to search, a time to give up as lost;
a time to keep, a time to throw out;
A time to tear apart, a time to bind together;
a time to be quiet, a time to speak up;
A time to love, a time to hate;
a time to go to war, a time to make peace.
I love how the above translation says that first line. EVERYTHING that happens in our life
has a season. There’s a RIGHT time for everything that goes on in our lives. This is
something that seems simple, a truth that sort of makes us go, “well, duh.” I find, in my own
walk with the Lord, it is often the simplest and most obvious truths that I struggle to accept.
Here’s an example:
Most of us would agree that life has seasons. When it is time for the baby to come, the
mother can tell us and we wouldn’t argue with her. We know and accept that there is a
right time for a baby to be born! But when it comes to “a time to die”, we are most often

caught off guard; it is harder for us to accept. How could this happen? we think. The truth is
that just as there is a time to come into this world, there is a time to leave it. What we
struggle to really accept is that we don’t get to decide when.
And so the poem goes, on and on, juxtaposing the obvious and simple against the simple
and obvious. And we nod our heads in agreement, but do we take it to heart? A harvest
usually comes from a season of planting and hard work. Try telling a butcher there isn’t a
time to kill and they’ll probably have some words for you. The same would go with telling a
nurse or veterinarian that we don’t really have a right time to heal - and we’d be silly to
argue it. The trouble comes when the time to love comes and we would rather hate, rather
build up instead of tear down.
The whole world has been walking through a season of loss. If you ask some people,
though, they’d prefer we pretend that nothing has happened! Instead of acknowledging the
season of tears and mourning, they insist on trying to laugh and dance about. Instead of
crying with those who cry and taking a look around, they end up causing division and
coming off as insincere. Perhaps the biggest struggle during a COVID-19 season is wishing
to offer or receive a “warm hug” and instead it is the time of keeping our distance. Wow,
how we’ve resisted being told what time it is by others.
We watch shows like Hoarders and Intervention, shows that couldn’t exist unless we agreed
there is a time to throw stuff out and to speak up to others. Yet season after season we see
more and more people unable to accept that. Time for this, time for that. We agree, most of
us. We accept this as reality. We watch in disbelief at how they couldn’t relinquish the
control to let go, and yet…
These “seasons” or “right times” can’t be controlled by us. We don’t get to choose, but man,
do we try to pretend we can. That’s why when a season ends or begins that we didn’t plan
for, it’s like the whole earth moved out from under us. Why?
In Eugene Peterson’s introduction to the book of Ecclsiastes in his Message edition, he
wrote that we read this book of the Bible “to get scrubbed clean from illusion and
sentiment… It is an expose and rejection of every arrogant and ignorant expectation that
we can live our lives by ourselves on our own terms.” In essence, we read this book not to
be comforted or filled up, but to clear away the lies we have bought into, the illusions that
we’ve tried to live by, like we know the correct times or seasons our life should take. Our
false sense of control is “meaningless”, a smoke or vapor that can’t be leaned on.
One of the best parts of reading the truth from Ecclesiastes is that we get to re-center,
remind ourselves that we aren’t in control. If we can live in light of these plain and simple

truths, then maybe we won’t be tossed and devastated when the seasons ebb and flow
around us. If we can live life knowing Who is in control, maybe we won’t work so hard to
try and control things in the first place. Acknowledging our part to play isn’t “giving into
negativity”; it is freeing ourselves from the heavy illusion of control. We can’t lose control
of something we never really had and knowing that there’s a time for everything gives us
freedom to trust God with the specifics.

For reflection and prayer:
How would you describe the season of life you are in? Are you trying to control things? How
so? Spend time in prayer asking God to remind you of His goodness, faithfulness and love for
you regardless of the season. If needed, relinquish control to God.

Chapter 3 - Day 2
Eternity is Our Operating System -Ecclesiastes 3:9-14
John Presko
I don’t know much about computers and how they run, but in my limited understanding, I
do know that an operating system is the backbone of everything else that happens on your
computer, tablet or phone.
The same is true in these meaningless lives we live. When we do them on our own, they are
pretty meaningless, but when our operating system or worldview is from God, then
everything changes. Then we live our lives in faith, knowing that our lives are a gift from
God and our lives are linked to eternity.
My favorite Old Testament character is Joseph. As soon as he had a dream as a youngster
that he would be a ruler (and not just any ruler, but over his eleven older brothers), his life
went to shambles. He went from being dad’s favorite and getting anything he wanted to
being beaten by his brothers and sold into slavery. He was thrown into prison and
forgotten, yet through all of his disappointment, he kept doing the right thing because he
believed in trusting God’s promise. Later when Joseph looked back on those harsh
experiences, he saw that God used them to move him into a position to save his family.
Everything around you might seem meaningless, but remember that the only perfect
person who ever lived, the divine man, was rejected, betrayed, denied, tortured, put on a
cross and killed. Jesus did everything that was required of Him and still went through all of
this for you and me. Today we can celebrate Jesus’ suffering and death because He
triumphed over sin and rose from the grave. For three days it seemed meaningless. On the
third day, everything became clear. For, “God knew what would happen, and his prearranged
plan was carried out when Jesus was betrayed. With the help of lawless Gentiles, you nailed
him to a cross and killed him. But God released him from the horrors of death and raised him
back to life, for death could not keep him in its grips.” (Acts 2:23-23 NLT)
No matter what you are going through right now, you have not faced anything like Calvary.
The purpose of that evil experience was so you and I could be secure in heaven, so that you
could start or carry on a legacy in your family of eternal life with Jesus Christ the Savior of
the world. Make eternity the backbone of your life in everything you do and it will no
longer be meaningless. Then EVERYTHING that you do and say will be meaningful in the
name of Jesus.

For reflection and prayer: Spend time thanking God for the promise of eternity.

Chapter 3 - Day 3
The Art of Brewing - Ecclesiastes 3:10-15
Allen Tyger
I started drinking coffee out of necessity. We had just adopted our very active 2 year-old
son and the need for caffeine was crucial. Before that, I really didn’t have an interest. I
would have rather had a soda or a sweet tea. Before parenting, when I did drink coffee, it
was loaded with so much sugar and cream that you could barely count it as a cup of joe. My
wife liked to call it “candy coffee.”
But soon after I started drinking coffee on the regular (yes regular, never decaf), my view of
the bean juice began to change. I started using less and less sugar, pulling back on the
cream and actually starting to enjoy the taste of coffee. I was morphing into one of those
coffee nerds that I had made fun of in the past. I started to learn the meaning of things like
single origin, organic, french press, pour over and even went as far to learn the ins and outs
of the roasting process, grind consistency and optimal extraction. See, I told you...coffee
nerd.
So, why should you care. What does this have to do with Ecclesiastes? Well for one, I find it
so interesting that one drink that started in the 15th century has traveled the world and
been consumed in so many different ways. But it’s true, that really has nothing to do with
Ecclesiastes. The real reason I’m writing about coffee is that I believe it can teach us a lot
about the experiences we all go through.
Solomon wrote about what seem to be inconsistencies in this life. Like how does a terrible
person seem to prosper when a good person seems to struggle their whole life. Why on
earth do bad things happen to good people? And why does it often seem the evil are
rewarded?
These on the surface seem like inconsistencies, but that’s really an oversimplification of
where our God is actually uber-consistent. As Jesus would say, “He [GOD] causes the sun to
rise and shine on evil and good alike. He causes the rain to water the fields of the righteous
and the fields of the sinner.” (Matthew 5:45b)
Here’s Solomon in Ecclesiastes chapter 3.
...we look back on the past and ponder over the future, yet we cannot understand the
doings of God. I know there is nothing better for us than to be joyful and to do good
throughout our lives; to eat and drink and see the good in all of our hard work is a gift
from God. I know everything God does endures for all time. Nothing can be added to it;

nothing can be taken away from it. We humans can only stand in awe of all God has
done.
Ecclesiastes 3:11b-14 (VOICE)
Here we see Solomon coming to grips with the fact that there are things we are not going to
understand. There are seasons of our lives that we will not grasp what God is doing. But He
also is not going to let that keep him from being in awe of knowing that God has a plan
through the struggle.
No matter what type you prefer, there are consistencies in what makes a good cup of coffee.
It starts with the origin (the beans), then the process (roasting). The third factor is the
timing (extraction) and fourth is pressure (more or less bring out different things in the
bean). There are other things, but if you get these four right, you will soon be enjoying a
delicious brew.
Might I suggest that these are the things we have to understand in order to enjoy this
“meaningless” life as well?
ORIGIN - This might be the most important part of life and coffee. If your beans are bad or
grown in a bad place (like say...Missouri), the coffee doesn’t stand a chance. It’s the same
with life. If you have a messed up view of God (or no belief at all), finding purpose is
impossible. Solomon starts with a knowledge of God. As A.W. Tozer said, “What comes into
our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us.”
If Solomon isn’t starting with a view of God’s sovereignty, control and power, the book of
Ecclesiastes would be even more depressing! But he acknowledges that there is a divine
hand working. We must get the origin of our thoughts right. In the highs and lows of life,
God is working.
PROCESS - Coffee can be roasted in various ways. Each way brings out something different
in the coffee bean. There is a process to taking that fruit, harvesting and creating what we
brew at home. Not knowing about that process could give you a false sense of simplicity in
how coffee is made. That simplicity creeps into our lives when we don’t see the process
through which God is taking us. Solomon says of life, “we can’t understand the doings of
God”. What we are seeing are small parts of a much larger process.
God is doing a work in you. We should be careful not to get frustrated when the process He
has for us is taking longer than we would like. As one of my Bible college professors used to
say, “Crucifixion is a slow and painful process.” God’s process is not as simple as “add water
and stir”.

TIMING - This is my least favorite truth about life and coffee. Usually, the longer it takes to
make a cup of coffee, the better the taste. When I first started making pour-over coffee, I
would get impatient and rush the timing. Each time I would rush, the coffee would turn out
horrible. But the times I would allow the proper timing were the cups I enjoyed the most.
There’s a reason for this. Coffee and life are not to be rushed.
Solomon said, “I know everything God does endures for all time”. Again this is an
acknowledgment that God is in control and that what He does lasts. Who are we to demand
that He rush the process? As we journey through this book of Ecclesiastes, it’s going to be
easy to have a defeatist attitude. But our tendency to want God to hurry is not in our best
interest. He is working at His pace, on His timing and in His plan. Like coffee, when we get
impatient and rush through the process because it feels so meaningless, we, too, can come
out bitter.
PRESSURE - You could say the main difference between espresso, pour-over and a
traditional home coffee pot is pressure. Each one uses a different amount of pressure to
produce the desired result. Espresso, for example, uses lots of pressure to extract the crema
(the foamy stuff on top of a shot of espresso). Contrary to pour-over coffee which only uses
the pressure of gravity when pouring water over coffee (thus the name). Both make a great
cup of coffee in two very different ways.
Solomon writes about life in a similar way. Every life will have pressure put on it. It’s not
for us to compare or contrast who got more or who got less. But God has allowed us to go
through this pressure to produce something in us. Many believe that we go through
pressure to truly see what we are capable of or to gain confidence in our strength and will.
But Solomon has a different outlook.
If we look back on the pressure we have endured in this life, only to stand in awe of our
own strength, we have missed the mark of a life lived for God. His goal for us is not to look
back and see what we have endured but to see what He has provided.
“We humans can only stand in awe of all God has done.” (Ecclesiastes 3:14)
For reflection and prayer:
What pressures are you/have you been facing today? This week? This year? Have you been
frustrated with God’s timing of these pressures? Do you feel forgotten?
How hard is it to see the process of what God is doing in your life right now? Is your attitude
being driven by a correct origin of thought?

Chapter 3 - Day 4
Dead Dogs and Cats - Ecclesiastes 3:16-22
Garrett Holle
When I read these few verses, I immediately think back to when I got to be a children’s
minister. Without fail, every single week included the opportunity to pray for dead dogs
and cats. Kids are so great because they are ruthlessly honest. They are also obsessed with
fairness. Each time we gathered kids together and asked for prayer requests, someone that
week had a hurt or dying pet. Instinctively, these kids would hear this mention of a pet and
need to make clear they have interacted with pets as well.
I distinctly remember one time asking for prayer requests from some of my second graders
and the mention of a sick pet came up. Like clockwork, as soon as those words were said,
about ten other kids shot their hands in the air. “My dog was sick, too!” Yes, Timmy, your
dog was sick three years ago. “We need to pray for my Grandma’s cat.” Grandma’s cat had
been dead for a solid 5 years. “I got to meet a horse the other day, and I think we should pray
for them.” They “met” a horse as they drove by a field with their parents a few days ago.
I prayed for more dead dogs and cats in my time as a children’s minister than almost
anything else. It was always a struggle to contain my smile and not laugh audibly when I
would hear these requests start flowing when it was time to pray. It was always funny to
me because I was grown up and not concerned about the animals’ deaths the way young
hearts are. There is some sort of numbness in my own mind that those kids didn’t have yet.
But Solomon isn’t so sure there’s such a difference between what I considered in those
moments to be important and what these kids were concerned about. The first couple of
verses consider how unfair this world can be, especially in places where we expect fairness
and justice. The teacher writes:
Again, I looked at everything that goes on under the sun and realized that in place of
justice, wickedness prevails. In place of righteousness, wrongdoing succeeds. I said to
myself, “God will judge the righteous and the wicked, for there is a right time for every
pursuit and for every action.” (Ecclesiastes 3:16-17, VOICE)
Look around, he says. We don’t see that justice and righteousness will always come through
in the places we set up to dispense them, but we can trust that God will judge wickedness
and injustice in His own time. But then this text takes an unexpected turn. Humans,
Solomon says, are basically just animals.
Now, before you all jump down my throat for saying that, let’s look at the text:
I thought about how people act: “God often puts them to the test to show them how
much they are like the animals.” The fate of humans and the fate of animals is the

same. As one dies, so does the other, for we have the same breath within us. In the end,
we have no advantage over the animals. For as I have said, it’s all fleeting. Humans
and animals alike go to one place; all are formed from dust, and all return to the dust
once more. Who really knows whether the spirits of human beings go up and the spirits
of animals go down into the earth? So I realized there is nothing better for us than to
find joy in the work we do, for work is its own reward. For who will bring us back to
see what will be after we are gone? Ecclesiastes 3:18-22 (VOICE)
I read this and I just can’t help but think that those kiddos who wanted me to pray for their
dead cats at least had something right. I mean, sometimes people act no better than animals
do (look at our track record of war and genocide or just look at the comment section of
anything people disagree on)! Sometimes animals act better than humans do (just look up
videos of animals saving people/other animals or follow me on Instagram to see how sweet
my dog is)! We all are alive and breathing the same air, after all, and we are praying for the
humans who are passing or are ill. To a child, why wouldn’t we pray for the dead dogs and
cats? Who can really say what happens to the spirit of an animal? Scripture lets us in on the
answer: we don’t know. We don’t get to decide and, honestly, it isn’t up to us. God decides
things and does accordingly in His own time.
So while remembering all the prayers I’ve offered up for those dead dogs and cats while
praying with kids at church, I at least have to admire the little hearts of the kids who asked
me to pray. I don’t think the point of Solomon’s wisdom here is to incite a debate about the
souls of pets versus the souls of humans. I think Solomon is calling us out of our silly
superiority complexes. Humans and animals all die and return to dust, so maybe we should
keep that in mind whenever we chuckle at the naivete of a child’s simple prayer or laugh at
the stupidity of our family pet. People are breathing the same air, and we meet the same
end. That perspective may not be the most encouraging, but at least it keeps us humble.
“Dear Lord,” I used to pray, “please be with all animals and pets that we are thinking about
today and help us to encourage each other if we are sad about them.” This blanket prayer
was easier than remembering to pray for Sassafras, Gwendoline the Third and Uncle
Jimmy’s pet lizard that may or may not have ever really existed. More importantly, though,
it helped to put the mind of those kids at ease.
Maybe we’ve got more to learn to learn from those kids than I thought.
For reflection and prayer:
What can your prayer life show you about your priorities? What are some things that you or
someone else have prayed for that made you step back and wonder how important it really is?

Chapter 4 - Day 1
The Knot Hole or the Blimp - Ecclesiastes 4:1-3
Marion Conover
The wisest and richest man on earth is taking a personal inventory. It is an appropriate
activity at various stages of life but almost mandatory when in the “retirement era.” It
seems Solomon may have some regrets as he looks back. He asked for wisdom rather than
riches, but he got both. He also got a harem of concubines which would have added many
complications to his life. In this personal inventory which is divulged in his writing as the
Teacher/Preacher in Ecclesiastes, he is seeking to connect the dots of meaning, purpose,
value, fulfillment and hope in a world and a life that is filled with meaninglessness, lack of
direction, emptiness, uselessness, hopelessness and futility. In his writings, he is unfolding
a new prism for evaluating life. It is the difference between watching a ball game through a
knot hole in the centerfield fence or viewing the game from the Goodyear blimp. The big
picture gives a much different perspective.
Solomon is beginning to see riches and wisdom from the “blimp”. From the “knot hole” he
says, in Ecclesiastes 3:22, “So I saw that there is nothing better for a man than to enjoy his
work (that is a worthy goal…(through the knot whole) because that is his lot.” But then he
says, “For who can bring him to see what will happen after him?” (the blimp perspective).
Now in chapter four he looks through the “knot hole” and sees oppression. It is bad. It is
painful. It is unfair. But from the “blimp,” everyone is miserable, both the oppressed and the
oppressors. Neither group is okay, even though it might seem unfair to the oppressed and
more than fair to the oppressors. The text says that neither received comfort. So, who is
better off? Verse 2 states that the dead are happier than the living and the ones not yet
born are the happiest of all. That may seem cynical unless your perspective is from the
“blimp.”
“Under the sun” is the phrase Solomon uses to describe life from the “knot hole.” At the end
of the book (chapter 12:13-14), Solomon is able to provide the “blimp” perspective which
says, “...here is the conclusion of the matter (whether it be oppression or a variety of other
circumstances of life which are hard). Fear will bring every deed into judgement including
every hidden thing whether it is good or evil.” In other words, from the “blimp” everything
will be made right and good in God’s time. The knot hole is the test. The blimp is the
graduation ceremony.
We are living in a time where racial injustice and a sense of unfairness and inequality are
front and center. We are struggling to know answers and gain direction for complicated

issues tied to our history. What we do know, by faith, is that it will, in God’s time, all be
made right!!!
In the meantime, our instructions are to “fear God and keep His commandments” and to
“love our neighbor as ourselves.”

For reflection and prayer:
When has God revealed a “blimp” perspective of a situation or season in your life that seemed
unfair when looking through the “knot hole”?

Chapter 4 - Day 2
The Priority of a Balanced Work Ethic - Ecclesiastes 4:4-6
Marion Conover
Somewhere between our worldview and our daily routines of life lie the implicit and messy
conditions of motivations and priorities. Let me explain. A worldview is a belief system that
is used to understand and interpret meaning. Motivation is the energy expended, and
priority rates the circumstance in light of the worldview with the motivation. The result is a
sense of accomplishment, achievement and/or meaning. Solomon is reviewing his
priorities in these verses with regard to work. The wrong worldview, the wrong motivation
and wrong priorities can have serious consequences in the big picture of what gives
meaning to life.
In Ecclesiastes 4:4-6, there are three workers with different priorities depicted. In other
verses, Solomon makes it clear that a good work ethic is important. Enjoying work is
desirable. But the challenge comes in how to find meaning in life through work. Motivation
and priorities become skewed without the proper worldview.
There are three people depicted in these three short verses. The first person’s worldview
suggests that work is just not worth it. He is depicted with folded hands. Why bother when
it becomes a rut which requires so much time and energy with so little to show for it. He is
content sitting on the couch with the TV or a video game. Besides, the work will still be
there tomorrow. His worldview emphasizes pleasure and relaxation. He doesn't value the
rewards that come from being productive. The third person is in the opposition position.
He is depicted as working with two hands. That is to say he is overly industrious. Meaning
for this man is achievement and accomplishment. These are not inherently wrong, but this
person seems motivated by envy and/or comparison. His meaning is tied to being
recognized for success. There is a competitive motive perhaps. He is willing to make
personal sacrifices to prove that he is better than the lazy fool with folded hands who lives
next door.
Solomon points out that both of these men are in error. Both motivations come from a
worldly worldview and are therefore unrewarding, vain and ultimately meaningless. The
actual healthy example is the person in the middle who is depicted as working with one
hand. He is described as calm, tranquil and yet hardworking. His worldview allows him to
work without envy, rivalry or fear. It allows him to take life day by day, to rejoice, relax, do
good, and find meaning in addition to achievement and attainment. This worldview
suggests a priority of making a difference rather than achieving or attaining a difference. It
prioritizes people and relationships and ways to honor God rather than self. It avoids

making comparisons. Solomon is saying folding the hands or toiling with two hands is like
chasing the wind. It’s a total waste of time.
The goal is to have a worldview that is based on faith and trust in God. It is motivated by
love for God and people, and the priorities of daily life are enacted with a balance of work,
rest, rejoicing and doing good.
Paul is addressing this balanced worldview in Galatians 6:1-5. His main points are:
● If someone is caught in sin, you who are spiritually minded should restore him
gently.
● Watch yourself in the process so as to not be tempted.
● Carry each other’s heavy burdens (be there for each other in hard times) and fulfill
the law of Christ.
● Remain humble, test your actions and then be confident without comparisons.
● Carry your own load (the daily grind) of responsibilities to the best of your ability.
So, in summary, your worldview provides motivation which leads to making priorities
which results in fulfillment, contentedness and meaning in life. Solomon’s wisdom and life
experience are worth our heeding in our work and every other area of our lives.

For reflection and prayer:
Of the three types of workers, which one do you most closely identify with? Reflect on
Galatians 6:1-5. Is there an area where you are out of balance? Ask God to help you in that
area, so that you can have a worldview based on faith and trust in Him.

Chapter 4 - Day 3
Three is a Magic Number - Ecclesiastes 4:9-12
John Presko
I want to share with you something that I have used in many weddings lately and something
we also talk about in our premarital sessions. If you are single, this does not begin when you
meet someone, it begins now, it begins before. Just like a major moral sin does not happen
overnight, it is usually a “slow fade” as Casting Crowns sings. Here are some of the things I
have actually stolen from Allen and added to some of my wedding ceremonies.
Many would believe the key to a great marriage is to make your spouse the most important
thing in your life. And although this seems like the right thing to say, because it seems like an
act of humility, the truth is, your spouse should never be the most important thing in your
life. As a believer in Christ, your relationship with the Lord should always be of utmost
importance. He is your #1, and yes, your spouse better be your #2.
Author and Pastor Craig Groeschel says it this way, “You should always be pursuing your ONE
with your TWO”. A Christian marriage is two people pursuing their #1 with their #2. Pursuing
holiness together ensures that you are both falling more in love with Jesus while you are
falling more in love with each other.
Scripture is in agreement with this thought.
Two are better than one,
Because they have a good return for their labor:
If either of them falls down, one can help the other up.
But pity anyone who falls and has no one to help them up.
Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm.
But how can one keep warm alone?
Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves.
A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12
Notice the author is talking the whole time about the power of two and then in the last phrase
adds that a cord of THREE strands is not easily broken. Today we are not just joining together
two strands. Both of them are pursuing their one, and now they are doing that with their two.
As one author said “The point of marriage isn’t to make you happy, it’s to make you holy”.
When my daughter Brooklyn married Luke Oliver, they had a moment in their ceremony
where this verse was read and they had a frame with three strands of rope on it. Together

they braided the three strands into the form of a cross which now hangs in their home as a
constant reminder of the vows they made to each other with God.
My prayer for you is that you too will choose to do all of your life relationships with God.

For reflection and prayer:
Do you have any relationships that do not include God? Ask God to reveal to you ways to bring
Him into all your relationships.

Chapter 4 - Day 4
Started from the Bottom - Ecclesiastes 4:13-16
Zebulon Myers
Solomon begins this passage by contrasting the value of being poor and wise to wealthy
and foolish. There is no slight meant to the wealthy or to kings and other hierarchy in this
passage. But we can acknowledge that the wisdom given to Solomon has helped him
distinguish great value in poverty.
More than eight years ago I began traveling to foreign countries, where poverty was
massive, to bring the Good News to those who were without it, as well as encourage the
Church in those areas. One thing I quickly realized was how receptive impoverished people
were for the Good News. Not only were they hungry for the hope that Jesus and the
Resurrection gives, but they were also extremely appreciative for the literature, personal
hygiene products, clothing and service projects we were giving to them and accomplishing
with them. I thought of all of the possessions and spoils I had enjoyed for the first thirty
years of my life and I realized I had taken advantage of all of those things. They had little or
no value to me at all.
“Better a poor and wise youth…” naivety and youth are a blessing from God. Not having to
worry about what today brings, or even tomorrow, is so comforting. Seeing other people
how God sees them and marveling at all that God has created for mankind here is to be
desired for those of us who are aging. What I would not give to step out on my back porch
in the evening and gaze at the moon and the stars as if it were the first time I had ever seen
them, my eyes transfixed on them just as if God had just created them (Genesis 1:14-19). It
would be so much better to be poor and wise than to have all of the experiences of life that
have shaped our bias.
“Than an old foolish king who no longer knows how to heed warning…” “It is much quicker
to take H Highway into Springfield than to take Highway 13,” parents say.
“Oh, I’ve made this drive a thousand times (at 20 years old). It is plenty fast going the way
that I’ve always gone,” I reply. Then, I approach the light coming south into town from
Highway 13. Only the light is another 2 miles ahead of the last remaining turn around I just
passed. Twenty minutes later I am nearing the line that marks the intersection and the light
is still green, until I get to the line and the traffic in front of me is at a standstill through that
light, and sometimes even the next green and red lights. Maybe I should’ve listened.
Ecclesiastes is King Solomon’s journal in the latter days of his life. I’m sure he has
stockpiled many regrets or poor choices in his long life. He’s probably remembering that

one time when the Queen of Sheba came to visit him and he got all googly-eyed. The story
ends with him building a building for her to worship her pagan gods and don’t think for a
moment that Solomon doesn’t regret that choice. It was much easier to coast through life
when we were young, poor and without a care, than it has gotten, for many of us, who have
chronic health conditions, piles of responsibilities and multiple commitments throughout
our months, weeks or days. Oh, how I wouldn’t wish to be young, poor and wise again,
rather than up to my eyeballs in responsibilities and commitments.

For reflection and prayer:
I have been reminded to stop and smell the roses while meditating on this passage this week
and I hope the same for you. Enjoy the life you’ve been blessed with by the Father. Let the
worries of this life you have been given fade and fix your eyes on Jesus in the world around
you.

Chapter 5 - Day 1
Talk Less, Smile More - Ecclesiastes 5:1-7
Allen Tyger
In the second number of the critically acclaimed Broadway play Hamilton, we meet the
antagonist Aaron Burr. The infamous Burr, who would end up shooting Alexander
Hamilton in a duel, (sorry for the spoiler but that happened over 200 years ago) is
introduced as a smart, confident, yet cautious man. He offers Alexander advice the first
time they meet: Talk Less, Smile More. He seems bent on riding the fence on every issue. If
he has ideals, opinions or thoughts, he thinks it best to just keep them to himself. As he says
in the show's third song, “...lower your voices. You keep out of trouble and you double your
choices”. Burr is painted as a man who will do anything to stay alive and win the favorable
opinion of everyone.
Hamilton and Burr become enemies for this very reason. The show pits their personalities
against one another, ultimately leading to the tragic ending. Alexander Hamilton was not
one to hide his opinions, about Burr or anyone else. He was constant in his stream of words
and letters. It’s no wonder that a play about Alexander Hamilton includes a record 20,000
words at a staggering pace of 144 words per minute. True to Alexander’s pace of life you
could say, “the man is non-stop.”
Something I find interesting about how the play portrays these two men is the inference
that Burr is wrong for guarding his words. His filtered life of words and action paints him
as a bit of a coward at times. When it comes to the founding of America, it’s the louder
revolutionaries who get the biographies, heads on mountains, currency, Broadway plays
and such. This is not a defense of Burr or a condemnation of our Founding Fathers for their
bold stance for our independence. But may I suggest that Burr, who might deserve his
reputation for sidestepping strong opinions, doesn’t get enough credit for his patience.
When Solomon wrote about entering the house of God (that is, the temple in those days),
he had some suggestions for worshipers. The demeanor suggests that maybe we enter less
Hamilton-esque and more Burr-like.
Watch your step when you enter the house of God. Be ready to listen quietly rather
than rushing in to offer up a sacrifice to foolish people, for they have no idea that what
they do is evil.
God knows what is on the inside. Words and actions are not always necessary.

Do not be too hasty to speak your mind before God or too quick to make promises you
won’t keep, for God is in heaven and you are on earth. Therefore, watch your tongue;
let your words be few. For just as busyness breeds restless dreams, so wordiness reveals
the voice of a fool.
Ecclesiastes 5:1-3 (VOICE)
Solomon’s take on hasty talk is less about “doubling your choices” and more about making
sure your quick words and bold actions are not evil. Many times we come to God with a
suitcase full of worries and words to unpack and forget that we are there to worship Him,
not ourselves. Of course there is no need to filter your words when coming before an allknowing God. The author of Hebrews tells us to boldly approach the throne of grace
(Hebrews 4:16), not to spew our thoughts and qualms but instead to “obtain mercy.”
Someone who is in need of mercy, as we all are, should take a posture of humility before a
God who offers it.
Solomon continues…
If you make a promise to God, do not be slow to keep it; for He takes no pleasure in
fools. So do what you have promised. In fact, it would be better not to make a vow in
the first place than to make it and not fulfill it. Do not let your mouth lead you to sin…
Ecclesiastes 5:4-6b (VOICE)
Seems pretty simple. Do what you have promised. This is something we learn in
Kindergarten. Yet, it’s something we need to be reminded of daily. If you can’t say
something nice, it’s better not to speak. That’s hard. We are raised in a country whose first
amendment gives us the freedom to speak in a culture where your voice is everything,
standing up for yourself is a virtue, and silence is compliance. Yet, next to these words from
Solomon, we may pause before popping off at the mouth.
Most are familiar with the words of James, the half brother of Jesus, who wrote that we
should be slow to speak (James 1) and that we should tame our tongues (James 3), but we
are often conflicted as to how that plays out daily, especially if you have a personality that
is more Alexander Hamilton than Aaron Burr. I’m reminded of what my school teachers
used to say to me often, “God gave you two ears and one mouth for a reason.” Now of
course, my grade school response was that the hole in my mouth was WAY bigger than the
hole in my ears. So, what was God thinking there?
Cleary, there is a time to speak up. There is a time to use your words, take a stand and make
your declaration of truth. But the warning in Ecclesiastes 5 is that if your mouth is

constantly running unfiltered, your words will likely get you in trouble, with God and
others.
Coincidently, it’s the very moment that Aaron Burr sheds his cautious personality that
becomes his legacy. As the pistol shot rings out, we see Burr finally speaking his mind in the
form of pulling the trigger. How easily someone can diminish their integrity, sour their
witness or create hurt and pain by acting or opening their mouth too quickly.
In the workplace or the worship space, we need to watch our mouths. Solomon urges us to
pause. James implores us to tame. Even Solomon’s father, King David gives us a new aim for
our speech.
May the words of my mouth
and the meditation of my heart
be pleasing to You,
O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.
Psalm 19:14 (NLT)
Aaron Burr lived to please everyone with his words. We should live to please God. Our
words are not to tickle our own egos or the ears of those we wish to impress, but only to
make the heart of the Eternal proud. Or, a slight edit to a line from Broadway, “Talk Less,
[make the Father] Smile More”.

For reflection and prayer:
Today might be a good day to sit quietly and listen for God. Go back and read all of Psalm 19
in a version of Scripture you are comfortable with. Read it slowly and reflect on each line,
listening for God’s voice to speak to you. Pray this morning that your words and your heart
would be solely about pleasing your Heavenly Father.

Chapter 5 - Day 2
Corruption Trickles Down - Ecclesiastes 5:8-9
Garrett Holle
If you see the poor oppressed in a district and justice and rights denied, do not be surprised at
such things; for one official is eyed by a higher one, and over them both are others higher still.
The increase from the land is taken by all; the king himself profits from the fields. Ecclesiastes 5:8-9
I had to re-read this passage several times before I thought I knew what it meant. Then I
read it in some other versions/translations, and then I thought I understood what this
meant. Then I looked in some commentaries and realized that this is a hard passage to
understand because we don’t live in this truth very often. Many of us are so opinionated
when it comes to politics that we refuse to talk to anyone who may disagree with us. The
reason this section is hard to completely understand is because it is completely honest and
true, unlike any one of our political views or opinionated ideas, no matter where we fall on
a political spectrum.
In verses like this (and really the whole book of Ecclesiastes), what is so jarring to our
personal egos is that we want Scripture to support our own opinions. Sometimes that is
easy to do; a verse may perfectly align with our viewpoint. Other times, we have to admit
that a verse doesn’t really match our premeditated political talking points.
When I first read these verses, I really didn’t get the point. So I looked in The Message
paraphrase to try and gain a more clear understanding. Here’s verse 8:
Don’t be too upset when you see the poor kicked around, and justice and rights violated all
over the place. Exploitation filters down from one petty official to another. There’s no end to
it, and nothing can be done about it.
Um…wow. Okay, thanks for that, Solomon! A verse like that doesn’t really leave me feeling
good, and it certainly doesn’t leave me feeling motivated. Here’s why this is offensive to
everyone: It calls out every leader and official in the world. It doesn’t matter if those in
charge are Republican or Democrat, liberal or conservative, corruption is going to be
present. When the party we voted for is in power, we tend to think, “Not our leaders!”
When the opposite party leads the nation, we may feel more inclined to agree with
Solomon. “They are corrupt!”
But while we may feel some are worse than others, the verse doesn’t afford us that insight.
Solomon didn’t write, “There are good leaders and bad leaders, and only sometimes are

they corrupt.” Nope. He wrote that corruption or exploitation filters from one leader to the
next; it flows through them all. Well, I don’t know about you, but that doesn’t make me feel
very good.
So what is the point of this? Verse 9 sort of clarifies it, but sort of doesn’t. Verse 9’s
paraphrase in The Message says:
But the good earth doesn’t cheat anyone - even a bad king is honestly served by a field.
Okay…so…if all people benefit from a field, then how does that compare to what he just said
in verse 8? One commentator tried to make the case that the writer was making sure we
understood that they were not an anarchist; that even some king or government official is
worth something. I suppose that makes some sense. But is there really nothing to be done
about bad leaders?
So often when we read Scripture, we unknowingly read our own experiences, ideas or
preferences into the text. This is called eisegesis, also known as “reading into the text.” It is
something that we are all guilty of at some time or another, and it is a good discipline to
practice making sure we aren’t doing that. And when we read Bible verses that may have
political implications to them, we need to make sure we’re not falling into the trap of
eisegesis.
What I mean is this: When I’m frustrated or pleased with how a verse fits my own political
agenda, then I’m probably practicing eisegesis. See, when Solomon wrote or spoke
Ecclesiastes, he wasn’t thinking about American politics. He wasn’t thinking in the
framework of a democracy. He wasn’t imagining anything about my personal political
framework. He was just stating the truth about leaders. So we have to remove our
presuppositions when encountering this verse and just acknowledge the truth Solomon is
spitting here: Leaders are often corrupt. It often starts at the top and flows down from
there.
Verse 9 helps remind me that government is necessary, sure. But verse 8 reminds me not to
place my faith in any political leader or party. No earthly king or president, no human idea
or governmental system is free from this truth. This section is doing what the whole book
of Ecclesiastes has been doing, reminding us that all things in life are meaningless (even
our politics) unless we are first anchored in the Lord and His meaningfulness.
As much as we should fight against injustice, we have to acknowledge we will always see it
in the world. As much as we should serve the poor, we have to acknowledge that Jesus told
us they would always be with us (Mark 14:7). As much as you may think your political

leader or candidate is the hope for our future, we have to acknowledge that every leader is
touched by corruption. I don’t think Solomon’s point is that we should give up, but I do
think he would have us give up pretending we can solve all problems ourselves.
Eugene Peterson said Solomon’s purpose in this book of the Bible “is to expose our total
incapacity to find the meaning and completion of our lives on our own.” When we buy into
political agendas or give ourselves completely over to partisan talking points, we are
exposing the illusions we’d rather buy into. But we need to clear out the falsehood and
fiction: we are not going to overcome this world on our own. Only God can accomplish that
and He alone is our Savior.

For reflection and prayer:
As Garrett wrote above:“This section is doing what the whole book of Ecclesiastes has been
doing, reminding us that all things in life are meaningless (even our politics) unless we are
first anchored in the Lord and His meaningfulness.” Spend time today in prayer asking God to
help you be anchored in Him alone.

Chapter 5 - Day 3
What Money Can’t Buy - Ecclesiastes 5:10-12
Randy Merryman
Famous comedian Steve Martin once said, “I love money. I love everything about it. I bought
some pretty cool stuff. Got me a $300 pair of socks, an electric dog polisher and a gasoline
powered turtleneck sweater. And of course, I bought some dumb stuff, too.”
Sometimes I walk through my house and think the same thing. Why did I buy that? Did I
really need that? When was the last time I used that? And the question that hurts the most,
“What better could I have spent that money on???” I have a long history of living in that
cycle.
Where we currently are in our lives has everything to do with events from our past. I have
had a long faith journey that has had many, many ups and downs. The thing that has been
the most difficult for me to gain control of is how I prioritize money and material items.
When I look at how I got to this point in my spiritual life, I have to examine the past events
that have shaped me in this area. I grew up in a conservative, Midwest, middle class home.
Not a Christian home by the way. Rural Missouri in the ‘70s and 8’0s was different in many
ways than it is today. Stores closed at 5 p.m. and were not open on Sundays. It was a special
treat for us to eat a meal at or from a restaurant and that probably happened once every
two weeks, if that.
We did not have fancy cars, clothes or furniture. We were also not poor, in my mind. My
dad had a good job. My mom worked part-time. She liked nice things but never purchased
any. My mom died in October 1990 at the age of 44. I was 15. Devastated, I searched for
answers. Eventually, I started going to church and was saved. But, something else changed
in me after her passing. I started over doing life with the mantra: “Life is short. Live it up.”
My dad changed some, too. He poured himself into work, climbing the corporate ladder. He
became very successful. He built a very nice home and bought really nice cars. Like a lot of
boys, I wanted to be just like my dad. I blew money as fast as I could get it. After college, I
got a job as a high school teacher and coach. Things were good, but I wasn’t satisfied with
the work or the money. I started my own business at age 26. I loved it (still do). I was
making more money than I ever imagined I would. We were living within our means.
Modest home. Modest vehicles. Tithing. I was on track, for a moment.
Two years after I started my own business, my dad passed away. He was 54. He was my
idol. My dad left me and my siblings a substantial inheritance which I blew a lot of. I was

back to thinking: if my parents died as young as they did, then I better live it up now. We
built a big home and bought new cars. I had no regard for money. I thought it would last
forever. There was not one thing that I wanted that I didn’t buy. Now, our spending wasn’t
all bad. One of my best friend’s wife was killed in a car accident. We paid for the funeral. We
funded bringing a popular Christian band to Springfield. It was an awesome night. Huge
crowd. And a few people even accepted Jesus that night. We helped with church projects.
We helped with school projects. We donated to charities, helped friends in need and took
care of expenses for employees. And those kinds of things have brought us more joy than
any material thing we have ever purchased. But, we could have helped more if we would
not have spent so much on ourselves.
I’m not sure about you, but, in my life, God always shows me a fairly easy path, but I always
ignore it and take the hard path. Because God loves me, He continues to forgive me and
correct me. I’m not sure if God directly caused the recession of 2008, but He certainly knew
I needed a wake up call. I had also made a bad choice trusting some business partners who
ended up stealing a large amount from my company. The combination of a bad economy
and bad business associates put us in a tough spot. The money I once thought would last
forever, was gone. My philosophy of “If I need more money, I will just make more money”
was not possible either. I was going to have to tighten things up and make some changes.
For the next five years we were on a financial roller coaster.
It’s interesting to me what things in my life have been “ah ha” moments. I had always felt
guilty about not consistently tithing. It occasionally would cross my mind that excessive
spending and desire for material things were wrong. But it wasn’t until something
completely different happened that my heart was changed. There was a need at our church.
Some global workers needed financial help. And, we were not able to help. I remembered
all the times I had been able to help others in the past and how good that made me feel. Not
only how good it made me feel, but that I knew when I helped others first, it was a Biblical
truth. It hurt me badly that I couldn’t help now. I wanted to help. I had put our family in a
position that we couldn’t help, not even a little. That drove me to want to make a change,
first in my heart and then in my actions.
Money and the things that go with it have been a lifelong struggle for me. We are not where
we want to be yet, but I feel our decisions now are focused on what God would want us to
do. We have been able to help people the past several years and that is so important to us.
James 1:2-3 says, “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you
face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith
produces perseverance.” (NIV)

I am so grateful for every trial in my life. From those trials, I became a follower
of Christ. From those trials, I learned to cherish loved ones. From those trials, I
learned to trust God. From those trials, I learned to serve others. From those
trials, I learned how to be a better husband, father, sibling and friend. From
those trials, I learned contentment.
I pray that you can put money in its proper place and that you can help others
with the gifts you have been given.

For reflection and prayer:
How can you or have you put money in its proper place? Reflect on your
relationship with money, and ask God to show you how He wants you to use your
resources.

Chapter 5 - Day 4
The Hearse Is Not a Uhaul - Ecclesiastes 5:13-20
Brooklyn Oliver
Ever since the first day that I can remember receiving my very first gift, I have cherished
the belongings that were given to me. When I was younger, I had a very large amount of
stuffed animals, which every little girl should have. I had a large dresser with many shelves
that they all sat on and I had a ton of them that covered my bed. My dad would come to tuck
me in and would have nowhere to sit because the end of my bed would be covered. I had a
lot and for a young girl they were priceless. But you could ask any young girl and they
would probably say the exact same thing to you if you tried to take one away. Yes, I gave
them all names like every other little girl would. But could you ask every other girl where
they got it or who gave it to them and they would remember? No, but I CAN!
I not only loved the stuffed animals, I loved them because they were all given to me or they
were purchased from a place that I had been. I cherished the fact that they were given to
me by the people I loved. They were part of my memories of that person or that place that
we had been as a family. I still to this day could probably tell you each specific one, what the
name is that I named it, where I got it, when I got it or who gave it to me.
As I got older, they became less important and less cool and I had to give a lot of them up. I
donated a ton and passed on some to friends and family, but I kept some and placed them
in a box to someday give to my kids to be able to tell them stories of when I grew up. For
example, I have a stuffed black horse that I named after Black Beauty. I got it when I was
seven years old at the Kentucky Horse Park in Kentucky while visiting my Nana And Papa
John. My Papa John, who is my father's father, passed away two years ago and now I
cherish that stuffed animal even more because of the memories it holds.
Here is the kicker for me. They are just things. I remind myself that all of the time. I cannot
get caught up in these perishable items. Things do not matter. We, as a society, need to have
the best and newest things. It is so easy to get caught up in things,whether it is the newest
phone, or the newest car, a new house or new clothes. We all get caught up in material
things, but they don't go anywhere. When we die, they are left here. They are not
important. What is important are the people around you and the memories you make with
them. God puts people in our lives to help us get through every season. So my advice for
you today is to take a minute to think about all the people God has put into your life. I know
someday I will get to see my Papa John again and that is because he believed in Jesus Christ
so much so that he devoted his life to be a preacher and lived out his days telling others
about the love of Christ. Our purpose here is to love others as Christ loved us. We are not
here to gather material items. We are here to gather people to Jesus and to better His

kingdom. There will be a day when Jesus returns and it will not be the things we have
collected that get us into heaven like the Greeks thought. It will be faith in Him that does,
the love and sacrifice that He gave us that gets us into heaven. Don’t let things become a
distraction to you.
For reflection and prayer:
What are you trying to take with you? Who do I need to spend some time with and create
some memories? Ask God to give you opportunities and boldness.

Chapter 6 - Day 1
God Only Knows - Ecclesiastes 6:1-6
Brooklyn Oliver
Have you ever heard the song “God Only Knows” by King & Country? It's a song you have
probably heard on the radio. Have you ever listened to a song, and it resonates with you so
much it makes you cry when you hear it? That happens to me every time this song comes
on. The words hit me hard.
God only knows what you've been through
God only knows what they say about you
God only knows how it's killing you
But there's a kind of love that God only knows
To me, it speaks truth about life. God only knows what every single person on this earth has
been through. He has created each one of us, different but special in our own way. This
means that each of us, throughout our lives, have gone through good things and bad things.
God is the only one who knows exactly how we have felt in all of it.
He knows when the bad days hit that they can be so bad that you feel like the world is
spinning, and you can't breathe. He knows the feelings you get when you haven't seen your
best friend in a long time, and you are finally reunited; all you can do is smile and laugh
when you first see them. God is the only one who knows and understands the pain you
physically feel when you lose a loved one. God is the only one who knows what your future
is going to look like. God is the one who knows what it's like to be put down by others and
constantly humiliated by those around you that you call friends.
Only God knows how harsh and hard this world truly is. We can talk about our problems
with others. But in all reality, they don't understand because it's hard to put yourself in
someone's shoes. It's hard to think about everyone else when you have problems of your
own.
God is the one who created you, therefore He knows you. He has a love for you that is
indescribable. It's a love that can overcome anything and everything. Through your darkest
times and in your greatest need, God loves you. When you struggle with feeling like you
belong, know that God loves you.
If you have ever been hurt by someone, it's really hard to love them again. As humans, we
have tendencies to get into our heads and believe that they will do it again. It's the same
reaction after you get stung by a bee. It hurts, and then the next time a bee comes around,
you either fight it by swatting it or you run away. It's the same thing when someone hurts

you. You either fight with them or you run away from them. But when God gets hurt, He
stays. He never leaves, He never fights. He stays and loves you no matter what.

For reflection and prayer:
God only knows what you've been through
God only knows what they say about you
God only knows how it's killing you
But there's a kind of love that God only knows
Pray a prayer of thanksgiving that God knows, understands and never leaves us.

Chapter 6 - Day 2
I Wish I’d Never Been Born - Ecclesiastes 6:1-6
John Presko
My favorite Christmas movie is “It’s A Wonderful Life.” In fact, it might be one of my top five
favorite movies. I love Jimmy Stewart as an actor. He does a tremendous job playing this
young man, George Bailey, who grows up with dreams and ambitions to travel the world
before college and, instead, is sucked in to taking over his father’s business in the small
town of Bedford Falls when his father dies. George’s uncle, who is quite forgetful, loses a
deposit for the building and loan on his way to the bank, which puts the business in
scandal and under review with the bank examiner. George decides it would be better if he
was never born and takes a jump off a bridge on a cold snowy night.
Clarence the angel shows up to save George and grants George his wish. He shows him
what life would have been like if George would have never been born. He would have never
saved his brother who saved hundreds of lives in the war. He would have never rescued the
pharmacist he worked for as a kid from poisoning a customer. The entire small town of
Bedford Falls would have drastically changed into a grimy, selfish town named Pottersville
owned by the power and money hungry banker Potter. In the end, George goes back to his
life with a greater perspective and appreciation. The community comes together, along
with some old friends and family, to raise the money needed to save Bailey Building and
Loan and the Bailey family. And, of course, Clarence finally gets his angel wings.
I tell you all of that story because my life could have been very different if it wasn’t for the
decision of Melanie Ann Sanders to give birth to her son, Jamie Jay Sanders, in Wichita,
Kansas, at a young age and then give him up for adoption. I was adopted 18 days later by
John and Nancy Presko and was named John William Presko. My life could have been so
different in many ways depending on who adopted me, if my mom would have raised me as
a young single mom, and especially if my birth mother had decided to terminate my birth. I
have never wished that I had never been born, but I wonder what my birth mother thought.
I have never found my birth mother, so I don’t know the details of her pregnancy or what
went into the decision she made to give me up for adoption. I wonder if she wished I had
never been born or if that year had never happened. Whatever the answers to those
questions, I am incredibly thankful that I was given life.
Enjoy the blessings of God now and thank Him for all of them. Don’t plan to live. Start living
now. Be satisfied with what He gives you and use it all for His glory.
For reflection and prayer:
Begin your prayer time by thanking God for the gift of life you have been given.

Chapter 6 - Day 3
You Are What You Eat - Ecclesiastes 6:7-9
Tammy Hill
In our front yard, there stands an apple tree. The first summer we lived here, it was full of
softball-sized, golden treats and brought us a great crop! Our second year here, the
branches bowed low toward the ground, heavy with refreshing fruit. We cooked up apple
treats, canned anything “apple” and gave many away to friends. The third year however, we
had a drought. The kind of drought where it rains a little everywhere else around you (now
and then) except over your house! There wasn’t a drop of rain for about two months. The
trauma of the drought caused the little promising orbs on the tree to shrivel up and fall to
the ground. Last year, the tree produced just 2 gallon buckets of normal-sized apples. This
year, two branches on the whole tree have produced plum-sized apples, most of which are
rotting from the inside out.
One evening, I was considering what could be done to save our tree. I felt God tell me, “This
tree is double-minded.” Walking over to it I noticed for the first time how the main trunk
comes from the ground and splits into two trunks. I noticed also that all the branches
connected to one trunk were dead and the branches on the other trunk had just a few
leaves and small, rotting fruit. The future seems certain for our poor apple tree!
Let’s read Ecclesiastes 6:7-8. There is a weary bluntness here in these verses. However, two
truths are revealed:
● Our work serves to fill an insatiable appetite (to please and “fill” a bottomless pit).
● No matter your station or abilities in life, we all die.
Both of these truths are direct effects from the fall of man back in Genesis 3. Thinking back
on Adam and Eve, what did they lose that day in the garden?
Among their losses was the direct, intimate relationship with God their Creator. He was the
One that they walked with and talked to, the One who satisfied their hearts. Yet the
“serpent enemy” in the tree spoke a morsel of doubt about God’s goodness.
In what areas or events of your life have you questioned God’s goodness? What lies about
God or yourself do you find Satan tempting you to believe? (i.e. God is not that involved in
my life, God is just like my father, I am not good enough, I have to be perfect and perform
well to be loved and accepted, I cannot overcome my past, etc.)
Let’s read Ecclesiastes 6:9 and Luke 12:16-21.

Imagine standing in a large field trying to chase the wind. On many days, it swirls and
changes directions. On others, it’s a full force that seems like it could carry you far away.
Chasing the wind is based on feelings, a feeling of the breeze on your face. What are the
dangers of living life directed by feelings?
Let’s read James 4:7-8 and 1 Corinthians 10:21.
We read here in Scripture that living in sin and for God cannot be done if you want to be
healthy and whole. You may not be actively living out the desires of your heart, but might
you believe those little lies about God or yourself that have become a double-minded
struggle for you? Why is it such a struggle? In Galatians 5:16-17 we read, “So I say, I live by
the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. For the sinful nature desires
what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in
conflict with each other, so that you do not know what you want.”
Just like our apple tree, with double-mindedness, we cannot produce the healthy fruit God
has intended for us to produce.
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ
Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit,
let us keep in step with the Spirit.” Galatians 5:22-25
What a gift!! Just as Adam and Eve got to walk with God in the garden, we have the privilege
to walk in step with the Spirit daily on this side of the cross!
What must you do or change in your daily life to be healthy and able to produce the fruits of
the Spirit? Is there one fruit of the Spirit that sticks out to you as an area you need to give to
God and grow in?

For reflection and prayer:
Take some time to ask God to reveal to you what lie(s) you might believe about Him or
yourself.
Yes, we do all die. On your headstone will be written your birthdate and your date of death.
But what about the dash in the middle of the two dates? How are you living out that dash?
Take time to ask God, “What is the life you want me to live?”
What legacy/characteristics do you want to be remembered for when you’re dead and gone?

Chapter 6 - Day 4
Nothing New Under the Sun - Ecclesiastes 6:10-12
Tiffany Blum
I remember when Pinterest first came out, and I was hooked. I could browse for hours,
getting lost in everyone’s digital cork boards. One day (after much wasted time), I
wondered what it was about Pinterest had me so drawn in. I realized it was because I really
like seeing things I have never seen before. Whether I saw someone’s life hack, an artistic
creation or an invention that solved a particular problem, I was thrilled to see something I
didn’t know had existed prior to my discovery of that “pin.” My oldest son wants to be an
inventor, and I often think about the thought process of someone who comes up with new
things that the world has never experienced before. Sometimes it’s a silly board game I’m
playing and thinking “who could have possibly thought of this?” or sometimes I’m thanking
the Lord on a hot day for the person who thought of and created air conditioning (my
favorite invention). At one point in time, nearly everything from the practical and
functional to the silly or entertaining, was NEW - a new concept, new product, new
experience. But not to God.
Although I enjoy having the thought, “Wow, that is cool. I’ve never thought of that before,”
there is also comfort in knowing that God already knows it all and sees it all. We don’t
surprise God. Since everything in our world was created and decided by God, there is
nothing we can do that is outside of the mind of God.
When I am talking to God throughout my day in little bits of conversation, I sometimes find
myself trying to explain something to Him as if He doesn’t know or even trying to convince
God of something. Usually this happens when I’m making excuses to God, “But God, I’m
tired…”, “But God, I don’t have the money…”, “But God, that’s not my job…”, “But God, I’m
doing the best I can…” Even in those moments, God is not phased. He already knows. Then
I stop and realize my words are no good to God, as Solomon put it in verse 11. He is not
surprised by my many words, neither is He convinced. But, He waits for me to turn my
focus from that which is earthly to that which is heavenly, from that which is temporal to
that which is eternal. He gently reminds me that the plans He has for me have existed long
before me and now it’s my turn to align myself with His will. My future is in the hands of
the one who created everyone and everything.

For reflection and prayer:
What are some ways you can turn your focus from what is earthly to what is heavenly? Does
the reminder that nothing is new to God bring you comfort? How so? Spend time thanking God
for the plans He has for you. Ask Him to help you stay focused on Him.

Chapter 7 - Day 1
A Good Name is Better than Precious Oil - Ecclesiastes 7:1-4
Sara Stewart
What legacy are you leaving behind? Are you chasing worldly pleasures or heavenly
blessings?
A few years ago, I attended the funeral of one of my close friend’s father. She and I have
encouraged and counted on each other numerous times over the years. Unfortunately, I
only met her dad a few times. As I sat there heartbroken with tears streaming down my
face for my friend, a realization hit me. This was one of the most touching and powerful
funerals I had ever attended. So many familiar faces from over the years stood up and
spoke about how Barry had impacted their life in some way. Each of his children spoke
with such high regard about him. He had absolutely poured himself into everyone around
him in the few short years he was on this earth. He always took the time to listen and give
advice no matter how busy he was. He was an excellent father and a loving husband who
lived his life for Jesus.
By the end of the funeral, several people had committed their lives to the Lord. Barry had
brought people to Jesus even in his death. I kept thinking to myself, “This is it! This is what I
want people to say about me when I'm gone!” I want my children standing up there telling
others how much I loved Jesus above anything else.
My girls and I have been through some pretty tough situations. I've had to take the high
road more times than I can count. I've also struggled and failed at it miserably. But every
time I thought there is no way we can make it through, God has shown up and showed off.
As a single mom I struggle constantly thinking I'm failing my children in some way. There is
a constant moral struggle between my household and their father's household. I try my
best to show my kids all the blessings God has given us and how we can bless others. I try
to instill in them that it is better to live humbly rather than chasing after things we can't
afford.
In March of 2018, I went on a mission trip to Mexico. Going on a mission trip had been on
my heart for many years, so when this came up, I jumped at the chance. Although it almost
didn't happen, God stepped in at the last minute, and I was on my way. I was a ball of
excitement and nerves the whole 23 hours driving down there. It might have been John
Presko’s driving.(For those who have travelled with him, you know what I'm talking about.)
But we’ll just say it was the Holy Spirit preparing me for the next week.
I prayed every day for God to use me on this trip. Stepping out of my comfort zone, I
worked side by side with a medical group that I had never met before. I was cutting hair for
those patients waiting to be seen by doctors and nurses. At the beginning of the trip, I could
barely communicate without a translator. I'm sure the guy who got a buzz cut instead of a
small trim regretted getting in my chair as my first client, but eventually, I figured it out.

One day in particular was very hard. I woke up feeling very ill. I wasn't even sure I could
help out that day. I went to our leaders to tell them what was going on. I was told to
“siesta,” and they would pray about it. I woke up feeling much better. Casa Bethesda was
our stop for that day. Casa Bethesda is a home for disabled individuals, some of whom are
dropped off to never be seen by family ever again. I had been warned that it was a tough
place to handle. Although I was the only stylist there, the medical team entertained and
loved all the residents while I lined them up for haircuts. In just a few short hours, I had cut
21 of the 28 residents.
As I looked around, it felt like a big celebration. People were laughing and dancing all
around me. As we loaded the bus that afternoon, I was exhausted, but I knew we were not
done yet. There was another event that I had been asked to attend. When we arrived, there
were already people from the community lined up waiting for me. I cut hair until it was too
dark to see. My last client sat in my chair and told the translator what she wanted. I asked
her three times if she was absolutely sure: “Si, si !” After taking her hair that fell to her mid
back and cutting it into a short pixie cut, I handed her my mirror. She immediately broke
down crying. As a stylist of 25 years, this has only happened maybe once. My heart sank. It
had been an incredibly tough day from the beginning. I didn't think I could make it through
it and now I'd made this poor woman cry. Suddenly she grabbed me, kissed my cheek and
squeezed me so hard I could barely breathe. All while yelling “Bonita! Bonita!” I laughed
and let out a huge sigh of relief. Yes, she was beautiful! The rest of the night she kept telling
everyone how much she loved her new look.
That night I went to bed exhausted but with a heart full of love. My time in Mexico made me
appreciate everything that God has blessed me with. The people were so grateful and joyful
for everything they had, which in comparison to us wasn't much. Never underestimate
what God can get you through or the power of a great haircut.
What others say about you is not nearly as important as what God thinks about you. But
when I leave this world behind, I hope my children will say that their mother was humble,
kind and generous. That she shared her struggles, as well as her blessings, with others to
bring others closer to Jesus.
For reflection and prayer:
What would people say about you today? What words would they use to describe you? What
do you want them to say about you after you are gone?
Ask Him to help you stay focused on Him and to create in you a spirit that will bring others
closer to Jesus.

Chapter 7 - Day 2
The Enemy of Progress - Ecclesiastes 7:10
Allen Tyger
About once a year when I was growing up, my family would break out the photo albums. In
our living room, there was a huge trunk full of 4-inch binders with decades of pictures of
our family. Seeing pictures of the past can be fun. One of the things I always seem to notice
is the style of clothes that people are wearing. It used to be that when you saw a pair of bell
bottoms and big hair, you knew you were looking at pictures from the ‘70s and early ‘80s.
But now, with styles reemerging, you can’t just look at the clothes. Likewise, seeing the
haze or color fade of the picture would give you a clue as to how long ago it was taken. But,
with the popularity of Instagram and other photo editing apps, we can filter a picture to
look like it was taken in just about any light, setting or time.
What is it about us that makes us revert backward? Maybe it’s something familiar that
makes us more comfortable. Maybe it’s the memories that a certain style or era brings back.
If you look at most design trends of the past few decades, we have gone from rustic to
modern and back to rustic. We traded the hardwood floors for carpet and traded them back
to hardwoods with area rugs. Trends have replaced wallpaper with paint and shiplap but
are now slipping back to wallpaper again. Appliances that were white were replaced with
stainless steel, then black stainless steel and now are reverting back to white again. What is
it about us that pulls us back to where we were? In clothes, design and even in life over all,
we long for a time when things were simpler or more comfortable for us. That feeling can
be summed up in one word: nostalgia.
Nostalgia can feel comfortable. Nostalgia can feel like one of those weighted blankets that
hug us in familiarity. But when it comes to what God wants to do in our lives, nostalgia can
actually be our enemy. A friend and college ministry colleague of mine put it like this,
“Nostalgia is the enemy of progress. If we are constantly trying to get back to where we were
a decade ago, we are not moving forward with God’s plans for our future.”
My wife and I really enjoy watching the show “This is Us.” The storytelling is amazing and
the character development has kept us hooked for many seasons now. The show tells the
story of a family, three siblings all born on the same day (one adopted that day) and their
growing up, tragically losing their father in a house fire just before they graduated high
school. In a recent episode, we saw Randall, the adopted, uber-responsible, yet high strung
and anxious sibling, doing everything in his power to help his now aging mother. She has
been diagnosed with early stages of Alzheimer's disease, and he wants to do everything,
sparing no expense to help save her. He is obsessed and belligerently pushing his siblings
to enroll their mom in a clinical trial. What is realized as the show unfolds is that his push

to save his mom, and everyone else around him for that matter, comes from the guilt he
holds for not saving his father. He blames himself for the family's life changing and every
day for 20 years, he’s tried to put things back together. While the other siblings are living
life, paving a way forward, he is still driven by the nostalgia of what his family was when
his father was alive.
Nostalgia can rob us of what God is trying to grow in us now and in the future. Dwelling on
the past or the ‘good ol’ days’ can leave us unsatisfied in God’s presence in the here and
now. I’ve heard it said that there is a reason your rearview mirror is so small and your
windshield is so big. We are not made to live life fixing or fixating on the past.
Solomon writes about this pull of nostalgia,
Do not say, “Why were the old days better than these?”
For it is not wise to ask such questions.
Ecclesiastes 7:10 (NIVR)
The wisest man to ever live implores us to not long for the past. It’s not wise, because it can
only lead to discontentment. Aching for things to be ‘as they used to be’ will only leave you
disappointed in what is happening now. It’s the enemy of progress.
Remember when the Israelites walked out of Egypt? Led by Moses, the people of God were
delivered from slavery only to find themselves at the banks of the Red Sea. They knew the
promised land was ahead of them. They knew God was powerful enough to see them
through, but they started looking back at the ‘good ol’ days’. Sounds crazy to even say that,
but the revisionist history was amazing. They started to complain that Moses had brought
them out to the desert to die. They had already forgotten the torture and shame of slavery
and longed to serve the Egyptians again.
Nostalgia not only is an enemy of moving forward, but it’s also a liar. We believe that those
days were good. We gloss over all the pain and hurt of those days. None of the old pictures
we flip through show the pain, only smiles.
This is true for us personally, but also corporately. As a church, we tend to think of the time
when we flourished the most and try to recreate that. Problem is, we didn’t create that
growth. The times we see the church expanding are not times we can just replicate. God
had a plan for the church in that season and He has a plan for our church in this season, too.
Let’s not miss the opportunity that God has laid before us, even if it looks like an impossible
sea to cross. Let’s not get so caught up in what we think was the best time of our life that
we miss the work God wants to do in us and through us moving forward.

For reflection and prayer:
In what part of your life do you feel the tug of nostalgia? Have you seen nostalgia pulling you
away from what God is doing in your life here and now? How can you live with a view from
the ‘front windshield’ instead of the ‘rearview mirror’?
Pray today that God would let you see the truth of the past, where He was working and why
He was working then. Pray that God would be just as evident today. Ask for a better
perspective and a renewed passion for what He is doing in you right now.

Chapter 7 - Day 3
Captain America vs. The Philistines - Ecclesiastes 7:16-18
Allen Tyger
My 5 year-old loves to pretend he’s a superhero. He has multiple costumes and accessories
to dress up like anyone from Captain America to Black Panther, a Power Ranger to
Superman, and even a few Ninja Turtles thrown in there. But one thing is for sure, if he is
playing the hero, he’s fighting one of these two villains: Coronavirus or the Philistines.
Pretty formidable bad guys, huh? These are what he has found to be the two biggest threats
to his make-believe word that he needs to protect. And in his world, there are only two
sides, good guys (superheroes) and bad guys (the aforementioned virus and biblical
giants). My shins have taken a lot of hits from foam shields and nunchucks when it was
decided that I chose the wrong side.
Even in childhood, we love to pick sides. Life is easier when it’s black and white. Things are
simpler when they are cut and dry. When the lines are drawn clearly, it’s easy to choose a
banner to hold, easier to find people with whom we agree, easier to feel confirmed in our
opinions. We love to pick sides.
Chiefs/Broncos
Cardinals/Cubs
Jordan/LeBron
Fox News/CNN
Liberal/Conservative
Democrat/Republican
Pro-Life/Pro-Choice
Chick-Fil-A/Popeyes
Ice Cream/Frozen Custard
Ford/Chevrolet
Apple/Android
Some of these seem silly; some are more serious. But no matter how big the topic, these are
polarizing nonetheless. I’ve seen people get fighting mad over these issues, even the silly
ones. I’ve heard someone’s faith questioned because of who they voted for AND what
chicken sandwich they prefered. Seriously, we love to choose sides and not just between
waffle fries and mac and cheese.
It’s no secret that we live in a polarized society. It seems there is always something to keep
us divided. We argue our talking points, gather our supporters, line up and fire shots at
those who disagree. Brain Jennings, a pastor and author from Oklahoma, writes about the
polarization of our culture in his book “Dancing In No Man’s Land.”

In our culture, we hunker down in our opinions and beliefs, poking our heads up only to
lob angry words at the opposing side. If someone disagrees with us on an issue, we are
quick to label them “enemy,” lash out, and attack. We launch our assault from a bunker
filled with like-minded thinkers. Advancement is almost impossible. And we can’t know
what is actually going on because our heads are below the dirt … Oh, and if you dare to
leave your bunker to talk to the other side, you’ll get shot from both sides.5
This battle motif really fits the invisible battlelines we have drawn. We have made it as
clear as black and white or superheroes and Philistines. We have not left any room for
conversation or the thought that we might not have it all figured out. Jennings’ book urges
us Christians to strive for a better way, a land beyond (or better yet, between) our bunkers.
Solomon, in his wisdom, weighed in on the taking of extreme sides. He suggests that no
matter what bunker you find yourself in, you are at risk of harm.
So my advice? Do not act overly righteous, and do not think yourself wiser than others.
Why go and ruin yourself? But do not be too wicked or foolish either. Why die before
it’s your time? Grasp both sides of things and keep the two in balance; for anyone who
fears God won’t give in to the extremes. Ecclesiastes 7:16-18 (VOICE)
Jumping in an extreme bunker of self-righteousness will only lead to ruin. But the answer is
not to run across the battlefield only to jump into another bunker of wickedness or
foolishness. Solomon seems to suggest that there is something in between. There is a way
to balance, to depolarize and come out of our bunkers.
I am reminded of Jesus’ approach with the Pharisees in Matthew 23. Starting in verse 13,
Jesus gives seven woes to the religious leaders who were about as hunkered down in
bunkers as one could be. In them, He calls out their hypocrisy. But a lesson comes to us in
verse 23.
Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your
spices—mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more important matters of
the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without
neglecting the former. Matthew 23:23 (NIV)
Notice Jesus does not tell them to pick a side. He is not condemning them for tithing. He is
not telling them to stop tithing so perfectly and start doing these other things. No, He
implores them to do both, or as Solomon would say, “Grasp both sides...keep them in
5
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balance”. Jesus is not interested in digging another bunker. He’s interested in the tension
between our bunkers.
The tension between our bunkers is the very thing that keeps us in them. When was the
last time you had a conversation with someone with a different perspective, political
ideology, race or religion? Conversations are hard, but they can relieve a lot of tension.
Jennings details many tensions throughout his book. I’ll just highlight a few along with a
summary quote from the book on each one.
My prayer is that we would be known as a people who do not bunker down, but stand in
the tension. That we would take aim at our pride instead of those with whom we disagree.
That is of course, until the Philistines or the Coronavirus show up once more. Then, if I
want to save my shins, I will have to bunker down and choose the right side.
Virtues and Tensions:
Grace/Truth - “Rule of thumb: grace first, then truth.”
Wisdom/Tact - “Ask questions, show restraint, pray, obey.”
Conviction/Discernment - “If your greatest conviction is that God is your Rock,
you’ll find the discernment to move forward.”
Humility/Courage - “Courage without humility is just arrogance. But when the two
come together, not only can we climb out of our bunkers, but we can also take
others with us.”

For reflection and prayer:
Do you find yourself quick to get in a bunker on issues, opinions and matters of controversy?
Look again at Brian Jennings’ list of tensions. Which of these is the hardest for you to stand in
the middle of?
Pray today that God would give you the wisdom to not bunker down. Pray that you would be
more open to others. Pray that people would see you as a person of peace, not a closed door.
Pray for God to convict you in the places that you might be ‘neglecting the more important
matters’ of His law.

Chapter 7 - Day 4
The Seduction of Trouble - Ecclesiastes 7:23-29
John Presko
Solomon says in the end of this passage, “God created people to be virtuous, but they have
each turned to follow their own downward path.” (Ecclesiastes 7:29 NLT)
When I was in high school, my dad was preaching in a small town in southeast Kansas.
When I say small town, I mean a population of 500 with one school building housing
Kindergarten through 12th grade and 16 in our graduating class. As the PK (preacher's kid)
in a small town, I did not do much besides sports, school and church. Now I am not claiming
that I was a perfect kid. I was not, but I did not go to parties, drink, smoke or chew tobacco.
But when I got to Bible college and was on my own, I quickly found the other PKs and the
seduction of trouble took over.
We pulled pranks in our dorms, snuck out at night and would often get in trouble with
other basketball players as we experienced independence and freedom from parents for
the first time in our lives. I remember that my first time (of many times) to visit the office of
the Dean of Men was when a couple of other basketball players were holding me over the
edge of the upstairs cafeteria balcony as if they were going to drop me to the bottom. All of
us got to have our first chat with Dean of Men, Buddy Clapp. He was pretty kind and lenient
to us the first time, but he didn’t want to see us again. I can’t say that I never appeared
again in the office of the Dean of Men during my four years at college.
I learned a lot in college, and I also got most of the seduction of trouble out of my system. I
am in no way saying that the rest of my life was perfect. I got married and had kids, and all
of you who have that experience know how there can be difficult days as a spouse and a
parent. I, for sure, have had too many days that I had to ask God, my spouse and my kids for
forgiveness. But college was that time in my life where Jesus truly became not just Savior
but also Lord of my life.
When you make Jesus Lord of your life, you give up control in three areas:
1. Jesus, not you, decides where you will go.
2. Jesus, not you, decides the price you’ll have to pay.
3. Jesus, not you, decides the person you’ll become.
“The Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant on the lookout for choice pearls. When he
discovered a pearl of great value, he sold everything he owned and bought it.” (Matt. 13:45-46
NLT)

Note the words “all that he had.” You see the cost of making Jesus Lord of your life is that it
will cost you all that you have, including giving up all the seductions of the world. The man
valued the pearl so highly that he considered it worth any price he had to pay.
Are you still chasing trouble?
Is trouble chasing you and succeeding?
What value do you place on your relationship with Christ?
Salvation is free, but making Jesus Lord of your life demands that you surrender your all to
Him.
Are you ready for that?
Are you willing?

For reflection and prayer:
Review some of the questions/prompts from above. Are you chasing trouble? What value do
you place on your relationship with God.
If you are still chasing trouble, ask for forgiveness from God and others who you have hurt.
Ask God to help you seek Him first above all else.

Chapter 8 - Day 1
Poise in Life - Ecclesiastes 8:1-9
John Presko
Solomon teaches us how to survive in a fallen world. In chapter 6 of Ecclesiastes, he tells us
that evil people may prosper, but that doesn’t mean they’re happy. In chapter 7, he reminds
us that suffering is not the worst thing that can happen to us.
In Ecclesiastes chapter 8, Solomon shows us that wisdom endures even when it doesn’t
understand. Life is not faint, and God almost never gives us answers.
Solomon emphasizes the importance of poise in the face of trials. Do you know what poise
means? It’s related to the word “pose”, to freeze and not move. A “posit” is a truth you
believe and hold onto. Poise means that you don’t shift due to outside circumstances.
“How wonderful to be wise, to analyze and interpret things.
Wisdom lights up a person’s face, softening its harshness.” (Ecc. 8:1 NLT)
Wisdom brings poise, because a person who has biblical wisdom is assured of what is right.
There is no greater privilege than understanding where we came from, who we are, where
we are going, how sin is removed and what is the will of God. There is no greater blessing.
And there is no other place to find these answers than from God in His Word.
David was one of the greatest examples of poise in the Bible. When King Saul was trying to
kill him, young David had the opportunity to kill him in a cave when King Saul didn’t even
know that David was there. David wouldn’t kill Saul because of the oath he had given to
God: “I will not stretch out my hand against...the Lord’s anointed.” (1 Samuel 24:10). David
would not be ruled by his feelings, circumstance or peers. David chose to be ruled only by
the will of God. Now that is poise.
You can’t control everything in life and that is okay. Obey the moral will of God and do what
He commands you to do. If your life is characterized by submission and obedience, there
will be a “proper time and procedure” for dealing with problems. When you are obeying the
will of God, you don't have to worry.
Are you spending time with God?
Are you walking with God?
Are you sharing His Word?
Are you in the will of God?
Are you doing well with the things that are in your control?

Then don’t worry about the things you can’t control.
God can change everything in His perfect timing. Don’t keep a stopwatch on God. Don’t
push Him on your timetable so that He has to perform. Remain poised. Keep going to
church, keep singing and keep listening. Take the first fruits of your wealth and give them
to the Lord. Spend time every day in your Bibles and prayer. Check yourself for moral
purity. Guard your tongue. Look at the relationships you have and ask yourself if you are
sharing the gospel. These are things that you can control.
On the things you can’t control, you can rest. You can just chill. You can wait, because you
know that when you are in trouble, there’s a proper time and procedure for every delight.
Joseph waited thirteen years; Abraham, twenty-five; Jacob, twenty. The saints of Hebrews
11 waited a lifetime then died in faith not receiving the promise.
If I was in control and the results depended on me, I’d be worried sick. The problem is that I
love being in control and that is my daily struggle, to humble myself, take up my cross and
follow Christ. When I leave God in control, He is a lot more dependable than me. Stay
poised and trust God!

For reflection and prayer:
Write down things that you are in control of. Is God a part of those things?
Ask God to help you give him control in every area of your life.

Chapter 8 - Day 2
The Wicked Will Not Prosper - Ecc. 8:10-13
John Presko
“The wicked do not prosper, for they do not fear God. Their days will never grow long like the
evening shadows.” (vs 13 NLT)
When I was in high school, the athletic department would sell snacks during our lunch
break to help pay for our awards and other items that would help defer the cost to the
student athlete. One morning we came into school and the coaches’ office in the gymnasium
had been broken into and all of the money we had raised had been stolen. The sheriff came
in and did a complete investigation with finger prints and everything. They eventually
found out that it was a few students and one of them was our school star. He was the
quarterback in football, the point guard in basketball and one of the most popular, if not the
most popular, kid in school. He ended up getting a week suspension and later I found out
that his dad bought him a new set of golf clubs so that he could play golf during his
suspension. I was furious to say the least. This guy did not fear God and everything on the
outside looked like he was prospering.
He went to college on a baseball scholarship and did not even last a year. I don’t know if
that was vindication or just plain circumstantial. I have not kept up with him since high
school, so I could not tell you how he is doing now. My prayer is he has come to know Jesus
and has turned his life over to serving him.
Solomon concludes that the wicked will eventually be judged and the righteous will be
rewarded, so it is better to fear the Lord and live a godly life. The evil man may live longer
than the godly man. He may appear to get away with sin after sin, but the day of judgment
will come, and the wicked man will not escape. It is wisdom that points the way; for as
Proverb 9:10 says, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.”
A great example of this is the story of queen Esther, the beautiful Jewish wife of the Persian
king Ahasuerus (Xerxes I), and her cousin Mordecai who persuade the king to retract an
order for the general annihilation of Jews throughout the empire. The massacre had been
plotted by the king's chief minister, Haman, who was eventually hung on the gallows that
he built for Mordecai. Esther risks her own life in order to save her people and she and the
rest of the Jewish people were rewarded.
This is not always the case here on earth but it will for sure be the case for those who put
their trust in Jesus Christ, for the ultimate reward will be heaven with Jesus. As Solomon
says the faithful who fear God will be better off.

It is easy to be angry with the wicked, whether it is someone from your past who has
wronged you or someone you see on television who wronged someone that could not
defend themselves. I find myself being outraged at all the selfish destruction and looting
that has gone on in our country and the political games leading to the elections and power
struggles among leaders as the people of America need hope and unity. But realistically, we
all know where hope and unity comes from and where the leaders of our country should be
coming from and that is Christ’s church, you and me, the followers of Christ. We may not
always prosper over the wicked here on earth but we must do what we can to surprise the
lost world so that they might see the love, unity and hope they so desperately need in Jesus
Christ.

For reflection and prayer:
Who are you having trouble loving? Who are you angry with easily? Ask the Lord to humble
your heart to love others through your initial feelings to bring unity and hope to the world.

Chapter 8 - Day 3
Peace in the Grace of God - Ecclesiastes 8:14-15
Tiffany Blum
I grew up in Iowa and participated in a program called 4-H. My sister and I would prepare
crafts and other things to showcase at the annual 4-H fair. My sister is older and often got
to do things that I didn’t get to do, so you can probably imagine how many times I used the
phrase, “It’s not fair!!!” My smart-aleck sister would respond, “If you want ‘fair’ join 4-H.”
From the time I was a child, I have longed for things to be fair. I’m sure many children (and
adults) can identify with the mindset of “It’s not fair!”
As I grew, I realized that it’s part of my personality that I have a desire in my heart for
justice. It’s a reason I like superhero movies. Good guys win. Bad guys lose. Life is just and
fair. The older I got, the more I learned about life and saw examples of how unfair life truly
is. All we have to do is look at the world around us. It’s why I have a hard time watching
the news, because real life doesn’t seem to work out like it does in the superhero movies.
When we look around us, we see that bad things happen to good people all of the time and
bad choices of others go without their deserved punishment. A dishonest coworker gets a
promotion while a loyal and honest employee goes above and beyond with no recognition.
It’s not fair. A godly couple longing for a family cannot get pregnant while a teen neighbor
gets pregnant out of wedlock. It’s not fair. Someone flies past you on the highway
obviously speeding and driving recklessly, but you get pulled over on your way home and
get ticketed for expired plates that you didn’t even realize you had. It’s not fair. It can at
times bother me to the core. Solomon, too, noticed that the world is the complete opposite
of how it should be. It’s not fair.
When I was a student in Bible college, I had some classmates who were challenging the
professor on his grading of their test essay questions. The professor had given everyone
three extra points to account for the subjective nature of the essay grading. His response to
my classmates and to the class was, “If you want justice, I’ll give you justice, and if you want
grace, I’ll give you grace, but you can’t have justice and grace”. He was saying, if you want
to challenge me, I will have that conversation and perhaps adjust your grade if persuaded,
but I will also take away your three extra grace points. At the time, I remember thinking,
“Well that seems harsh”, but the statement has stuck with me all of these years. The truth
is, I want justice for others and grace for me. When I think about justice in the light of
grace, I am thankful that life doesn’t come with a promise from God to be fair. I don’t want
justice for me, because then I would deserve punishment for all of the sinful things I’ve
done.

Here’s the problem: We cannot look to the world for justice or for grace. We have to look
to God. When we look to God and live in the freedom and peace that His grace offers, then
we can enjoy life despite its many injustices.

For reflection and prayer:
Who do you currently want God to reign down justice on? How has God shown you grace this
week? Spend time thanking God for his abundant grace. Ask Him to help you show people
grace over justice.

Chapter 8 - Day 4
The Mystery to a Great Night Sleep - Ecclesiastes 8:16-17
John Presko
My girls have always had difficulty going to sleep or getting back to sleep. Brenda has told
me of countless nights that she lays in bed while I am sleeping and she can’t fall asleep.
Becca has now inherited the same issues as a child. We noticed especially last year that she
was waking up very tired and her fourth grade teacher told us she was falling asleep in
class. It was not because she was not in bed or that she was not trying. Even on holidays
with her nine cousins all sound asleep around her after a long day of play on grandpa and
grandma’s farm, she just can’t fall asleep. It is often a great mystery to the keys to a great
night sleep, but many times it is the mind unable to slow down or shut off. We have tried
dark rooms, white noise, cooler rooms, less stuffed animals on the bed, consistent bedtime
and even melatonin, but it is often still a mystery. The whole time that my girls are
struggling, I hit the pillow and am asleep in an average of four minutes according to my
sleep app and many times Brenda will get out of bed in the middle of the night or get up
really early for an appointment and I have no clue. My favorite is to wake up and hear all
about a very loud and intense storm.
While our family sleep patterns are a mystery to us, Solomon seemed to have many
sleepless nights contemplating the mysteries of life and concludes in v. 17, “No one can
comprehend what goes on under the sun.” Perhaps we can solve a puzzle here and there, but
no man or woman can comprehend the totality of things or explain all that God himself is
doing. But the fact is that God is still at work.
It has been exciting to see so many baptisms at Northside over the first few weeks of being
in the new building. What I thought was great was that the first baptism was not done by a
staff member. A culture has been created at Northside that we are called to make disciples
and who better to baptize someone than the parent, camp sponsor, life group leader or
friend who helped disciple them to a decision to accept Christ. What greater mystery than
the mystery of the gospel to help people understand.

For reflection and prayer:
What is a mystery in your life? Who do you need to spend time sharing Chrsist with in the
next few weeks? Ask God to give you opportunity and show you favor in sharing the gospel .

Chapter 9 - Day 1
A Matter of Life and Death - Ecclesiastes 9:1-10
John Presko
Solomon makes it pretty clear in this passage of Ecclesiastes that we just read, that it is
better to be alive than to be dead. In fact in verse 4, he says “It’s better to be a live dog than
a dead lion!” We may love our pets today; in fact there are some out there that treat their
cats and dogs better than they treat their family members. But in Solomon’s day, dogs were
greatly despised and the lion was the king of all beasts, so he is saying it is much better to
be a living despised animal than a dead cherished and honored animal.
The truth is that death is unavoidable. As Bill Murray, who plays Bob Wiley, the patient of
psychiatrist Dr. Marvin and Charlie Korsmo, who plays Sigmund Marvin in the movie “What
About Bob” lay in their beds talking before they go to sleep, the young boy Sigmund asks
Bob, “Are you afraid of death?” Bob answers yes and Sigmund agrees that he is afraid also
and then says to Bob, “And there is no way out of it. You’re going to die. I’m going to die.”
Woody Allen quipped, “I’m not afraid to die. I just don’t want to be there when it happens.”
But the truth is that he will be there when it happens, as must every human being, because
there is no escaping death when your time comes. Death is not an accident. It’s an
appointment, a destiny that nobody but God can cancel or change.
Solomon brings up three responses that people make to the ever-present fear of death.
1. Escape - Death has the ability to bring out the best in people or the worst. When
death comes to a family, it doesn’t create problems, it reveals them. Most people
even try to escape the use of the word “death” and substitute phrases like “passed
away,” “left us,” “went home,” “succumbed to her illness,” “perished,” “went to meet
her maker,” or even “kicked the bucket.” We don’t like the word death. The person
who treats death lightly may fear death the most. People will do almost anything but
repent in order to escape the reality of death. They will get drunk, fight with
relatives, drive recklessly, spend large amounts of money on useless things and
plunge into one senseless pleasure after another all to keep the Grim Reaper at bay.
This only distracts them from the battle. It does not end the war that is always won
by “the last enemy.” I feel like this is what I did a couple of years ago when my dad
was dying. I would stay so busy with church, family and his care that I didn’t have to
think about or face his death...until weeks after all the planning for a funeral, taking
care of bills and catching up at work.
2. Endurance - Many people just grit their teeth, square their shoulders and endure.
“Where there’s life, there is hope.” Journalist Norman Cousins, who himself survived

a near-fatal illness and a massive heart attack said, “The human body experiences a
powerful gravitational pull in the direction of hope, that is why the patient’s hopes
are the physician’s secret weapon. They are the hidden ingredients in any
prescription.” I feel that many who are battling long illnesses like cancer and taking
treatments for healing are fighters and learn to endure. Brenda’s Aunt Diane died
just before Labor Day this year after a 16-year battle that started with breast cancer.
She was definitely a fighter, but her hope and home was in heaven with Jesus even
while she was fighting alone in a hospital room because of the COVID pandemic.
3. Enjoyment - This has been one of Solomon’s recurring themes, and he will bring it
up again. Don’t sit around! Get up and live! Yes, death is coming, but God gives us
good gifts to enjoy, so enjoy them. Solomon lists some of the common experiences to
enjoy and they are much the same today, leisurely meals, joyful family celebrations,
a faithful marriage and hard work. The week before Labor Day, hospice was called
and the family was called to come in and say their last words to Brenda’s 90 year old
grandpa, Ellis. We were able to go see Ellis on Labor Day for about two hours. He
was getting lots of guests and loving every minute of it. After not eating much the
week before, he had pancakes for breakfast, a piece of butterscotch pie and chicken
noodle soup for lunch. When we were there, he took off his oxygen and started
telling story after story with his Pepsi right by his favorite chair. The next day he
wanted to go outside. I saw a picture of him sitting with a couple of his kids in a
chair outside. Now that is the picture of enjoying your final days. Now if you know
me, you know that I would be drinking that beloved liquid that flows in the rivers of
heaven...Dr. Pepper!
Enjoy life as a gift from God; love your family and your neighbor because none of us know
when our last day is.

For reflection and prayer:
How have you responded to death, do you escape, endure or enjoy? Ask God to help you enjoy
life as a gift from God.

Chapter 9 - Day 2
Life is Unpredictable - Ecclesiastes 9:11-12
John Presko
As Solomon begins the section of Ecclesiastes 9 and turns from his discussion of death to
discussing life, he still concludes that it is unpredictable and unexpected. We are all
currently living in one of the most unpredictable times in our lives and I am confident that
many of you have been through some unpredictable times in your life in the past.
When Brenda and I moved to Springfield, we felt that God had opened doors for us for us to
be here at Northside and that He was leading us to this ministry. We put our house up for
sale in Oklahoma and expected that God would help us sell it. The year was 2009 and we
had only been in the house for three years. But as many of you know, 2008 was the collapse
of the housing market and we still today own a house in Oklahoma. Today, God has given us
the opportunity to rent the house until He leads us to try to sell again.
The other surprise we encountered when we moved to Springfield was just a few months
into us moving here. We moved here with two kids, JP who was entering high school as a
freshman and Brooklyn who was entering middle school and seventh grade. The surprise
was when Brenda went to the doctor because she thought she had the flu and after three
tests, she came home and showed me a prescription for prenatal vitamins. I thought for
sure that as the Small Groups minister, I would never have to think about the nursery
ministry again. What little I knew was not only were we going to be taking our new baby
girl, Becca to the nursery, but years later Brenda would become the Early Childhood
Director at Northside overseeing the newborn through age three ministry. I hear about the
incredible nursery ministry every week. Wow, life is so unpredictable and we never know
what God might have in store for us and even be preparing us for. I can’t wait to see what
God is going to do with our house in Oklahoma to care for our needs and/or the needs of
others.
I recently heard Josh Kinney, former pitcher for the St. Louis Cardinals, tell the story of how
he was pitching early in his career for the Springfield Cardinals and thought he would be
called up the the big leagues at any time because he was having such success, but the
organization wanted him to go to AAA Memphis for a month before coming up to the big
leagues. A few days before he was to go to Memphis he stopped in Bass Pro Shops to pick
up some items and had a meal in the restaurant. While at the restaurant eating, he met this
gal by the name of Jorni and thought she was pretty great, but he was on his way to
Memphis and realized he would probably never have time to pursue a relationship. He
didn’t think much about it at the time, but his stint in Memphis was terrible to say the least
and Josh didn’t get sent up to the majors. You guessed it. He was sent back down to AA

Springfield Cardinals. He remembered Jorni and they started dating and the rest was
history. He eventually made it to the majors for the Cardinals and got to pitch in the 2006
World Series when the Cardinals won. Josh and Jorni have four kids and live in southwest
Missouri. He told us that the greatest things in his life, his family, came out of disappointing
failure and unpredictability. God is always working in the good and in the difficult of life
that we would call “bad” in the moment.
God wants to work in your life and show himself. It may not be today and it may not be
tomorrow, but I believe that if we will remain faithful and trust the wisdom of God as
Solomon says, God will bring favor to his people. And if not in this life, we know it is coming
in the life to come in heaven with Jesus, so remain faithful to the end.
For reflection and prayer:
Think of times unpredictability has come into your life. Has God shown up and how did he
show up?
Ask God to bring you favor and opportunity. Ask God to help you be faithful today and the rest
of your days.

Chapter 9 - Day 3
Looking for Wisdom in All the Wrong Places - Ecclesiastes 9:13-16
Zebulon Myers
Today’s devotion title reminds me of the good ol’ song “Looking for Love in All the Wrong
Places.” Perhaps you know the song, or maybe you don’t? In my life, I sought wisdom in a
lot of different places. I thought human Barbie dolls could satisfy me like wisdom could. For
those of you who know me, you may not know that I was engaged three times, never to be
married. As a matter of fact, I still have a ring at home, on which I spent way more than I
should, and didn’t complete the said contract. The fact is, I thought that physical beauty was
the key to happiness within a relationship. I have learned that wisdom is what I truly desire
and that cannot always be found in the people and places that I’ve searched.
Speaking of places that I have sought to acquire wisdom and contentment, I have also
completed 200+ credit hours in universities, online colleges, community colleges and
Christian colleges/universities. I’m a career student! I thought that learning skills and
talents throughout my life would amount to great and magnificent success. Wisdom would
bring happiness. Solomon states earlier in this book of Ecclesiastes that wisdom is
meaningless, and I have quite often felt as Solomon felt in writing this.
What I can tell you, after successfully completing my college education and serving in a
career that has many struggles and hardships but I absolutely love, is that I was looking for
wisdom in all the wrong places. Wisdom could not be found in a personal companion or a
diploma/degree. Wisdom couldn’t even necessarily be gained through thousands of
personal experiences throughout the last 42 years of my life.
This Scripture reminds us that wisdom isn’t always bold or clearly visible. Often true
wisdom is seen in the subtle and humble people around us. I was raised in construction and
spent most of my life awe-inspired by magnificent structures that men had made
throughout the world. I would often acknowledge the wisdom and intelligence of the
architects who designed said structures, and even more so, the construction workers who
were able to accomplish such feats. However, Solomon is reminding us that wisdom isn’t
always seen in the most grand and outstanding examples.
Many people recognize Bill Gates as one of the greatest U.S. business leaders in history.
However, many people probably wouldn’t recognize the Board of Directors that enabled
Microsoft to become the huge corporation it is today. This was not all Bill’s doing. Take for
instance, Hugh Johnston of PepsiCo, Arne Sorenson (president and CEO of Marriott
International), or the President and CEO of Wells Fargo, Charles W. Scharf, who are all

members of the Board of Directors that existed whenever Bill Gates stepped away from his
leadership of the Board.
Many people would quickly attribute brilliance to Bill Gates, but wisdom lies in the
collaboration of all of these great minds. Solomon points this out in the Scripture, “Now
there lived in that city a man poor but wise, and he saved the city by his wisdom. But nobody
remembered that poor man,” (9:15). Everyone expected the ruler of the city, or the great
military defenders of the city, to be recognized for their bravery and wisdom in conquering
the onslaught of attackers that came against them. However, we are informed that it was a
single, wise and poor man who saved that city.

For reflection and prayer:
Where have you looked for contentment? When have you found wisdom from the counsel or
advice of others?
Lord, let us be aware of Your wisdom in others around us today. Reveal to us your work in this
world of which we are a part and let us be attentive to the value of all others we encounter. In
Christ’s holy Name, Amen.

Chapter 9 - Day 4
A War of Words - Ecclesiastes 9:17-18
Allen Tyger
They say sticks and stones can break your bones
But words can never touch you
Well, anyone who’s been beat down by tones
Knows words can surely cut you
Words come in all shapes and sizes
Different fonts, ALL CAPS, bold
Words have won great minds Nobel Peace Prizes
Yet words can slander, pander and scold
Words are weapons, some suppressed or muted
Some loud and proud, some go undisputed
Some scream and shout, others don’t speak a lot
Words come out automatic, semi-auto and single-shot
What if our words could cause physical wounds? What if you needed a license to wield
these tones that pass between our lips? Imaging if you had to sign a waiver once you
learned your first words, confirming that you understand the damage that you could cause.
I remember taking my Missouri Hunter’s Safety Course when I was a kid. It was two
Saturdays filled with training on how to properly and safely operate a firearm. I vividly
remember one of my classmates having a really hard time remembering all the protocols.
Each time someone in the class would break a rule (albeit with an unloaded, decoy gun),
the instructor would blow an air horn and make us start that section of the course over.
Time after time the air horn blew because my friend was pointing the barrel in the wrong
direction, not paying attention, didn’t have the safety on, etc. I recall one time the instructor
was fed up. He took the faux-gun out of this young man’s hand and yelled at the whole class,
“CAN YOU PLEASE REMEMBER THAT THIS IS A FIREARM AND NOT A TWIRLING BATON.”
We all giggled, because we were 12, but he was serious. The last thing you want to do when
handling a firearm is be flippant about it. My friend did not pass the course that year,
because he was too casual with the weapon he was holding.
King Solomon had to know a thing or two about weapons. Obviously, we are in the time
before firearms, but in the age of swords, bow and arrows, spears and shields, a soldier's
weapon was still to be respected. In Ecclesiastes 9, Solomon talks about war and weapons.
But not the kind we have been talking about. He gives us some wisdom on an

underestimated weapon that we have with us always, one that we often treat like a twirling
baton.
It is better to hear the soft-spoken words of a wise person
than the rant of a tyrant in the company of fools.
Wisdom is better than weapons of war,
yet one wrongdoer can undo much good.
Ecclesiastes 9:17-18
Notice what the most powerful weapon is here.
In the face of tyranny: soft-spoken wisdom.
In the face of war: Wisdom is better than a weapon.
Now, maybe you are like me and you feel a bit of skepticism here. We tend to live by the
motto “he who has all the guns makes all the rules.” It seems to us, there is no way that a
soft-spoken word of wisdom would stand a chance against an army!
Here, we are the ones underestimating how powerful our words are.
There is a popular phrase that my son learned from Daniel Tiger (PBS Kids show). It’s so
helpful that we have adopted it as a mantra for our family when we are not communicating
well. We are constantly saying, “Use your words.” This is a reminder to speak out what you
are feeling instead of throwing a fit or lashing out. This seems like such a simple solution
and, according to Solomon’s wisdom, would be a more powerful way to communicate.
Once kids learn how to use their words, or better yet understand that their words have
power, they are able to communicate and negotiate life without popping off every time they
disagree. Us adults could learn a thing or two from Daniel Tiger. Understanding that our
words have power, and can be harmful when recklessly thrown around, opens a key to
communication and peace that trumps force every time.
Words are weapons; there is not doubt about it. James implored us to tame them. Solomon
would ascribe the power of life and death to them (Proverbs 18:21). In our words, we are
wielding a weapon of mass destruction, yet we’ve been throwing them around like a
twirling baton.
For reflection and prayer:
Consider your words. How have you been reckless and careless with the power of your words?

Proverbs 18:21 says ‘The tongue has the power of life and death’. Have you ever considered
the power your words hold? Have you used your words to damage or tear down someone blatantly or passively?
Pray today that you feel the weight and power that can come from your mouth. Speak life
giving words that uplift and edify. Ask God to convict you in the areas where your words have
been flippant and irresponsible. Ask for forgiveness and seek repentance.

Chapter 10 - Day 1
The Weight of Wisdom - Ecclesiastes 10:1-2
Zach Owen
We all have people in our lives that we look up to for various reasons or needs - spiritual
guidance, life advice, wisdom or maybe just someone you admire for their success and
work ethic. Sometimes it could be someone you have met and bonded with, and others you
may not know from Adam, but you still feel a connection all the same.
What happens when that person we look up to stumbles? We’ve seen it before - the
basketball coach gets caught in a cheating scandal, the movie star is having extramarital
affairs or maybe the close friend just says something that leaves you hurt and defeated.
In verse 1 of chapter 10, King Solomon says “As dead flies give perfume a bad smell, so a little
folly outweighs wisdom and honor.” Maybe you cannot relate to the actual smell of a dead fly
specifically, but something dead and decaying is not going to smell great. Mix that with
perfume? It won’t enhance it. It’s going to taint it. Now imagine opening a bottle of perfume
expecting to smell a sweet fragrance, but, instead, you get a whiff of rotting carcass. What is
that smell? Eu de disappointment.
The same is true for when you look up to someone for their wisdom and expect them to
speak and act honorably, but then say or do something that really rubs you wrong, and you
are left disappointed. That one fly can ruin the entire bottle of perfume, and it gets thrown
out and is no good anymore. Similarly, a wise man can be rejected for even just one small
mistake or flaw.
Verse 2 goes on to say “The heart of the wise inclines to the right, but the heart of the fool to
the left.” I realize there may be a desire for some of you to make a political joke here, but
that would be missing the point. Perhaps a better phrasing would be that a wise man’s
heart is at his right hand, but a fool’s is at his left. This comes from the fact that the majority
of people are right-hand dominant, thus more skillful with the right hand compared to the
left. The right side of the body is considered the “spiritual side” of the body, with the left
side being the “earthly side.” A wise man will let the spirit control him, and not the flesh.
And it’s not just foolish actions that make someone foolish. It’s their hearts that are foolish.
So, they are foolish and that makes them do foolish things. Are you feeling a Forrest Gump
quote coming on? No, not the chocolate one... “Stupid is as stupid does.” One isn’t foolish
because they do foolish things; they do foolish things because they are foolish.

A foolish heart of a person who has a good reputation will eventually cause them to lose
their reputation. If we are choosing to give our heart to earthly things, we are running to
evil.
This is why “a little folly outweighs wisdom and honor.” That perfect concoction of wisdom
and honor is ruined by just the slightest bit of wickedness in our hearts.

For reflection and prayer:
What small ways are you letting foolishness into your life?
Let’s pray that God gives us wisdom and helps to seek Him in all that we do and say.

Chapter 10 - Day 2
Water or Gasoline? - Ecclesiastes 10:3-4
Allen Tyger
If I did my math right (which I usually don’t) and you did your reading right (which you
probably did), this devotional should fall somewhere around Thanksgiving. It is one of my
favorite holidays, filled with all of my favorite things: family, food, football. Thanksgiving is
steeped in tradition. It’s likely that you have a way that this holiday has been done in your
family for years. You have it at the same house, with the same dishes, same schedule and
same people. Our family is the same, but a few years ago we added a new wrinkle, the deep
fried turkey.
I know many purists will roll their eyes at such a thought. Because the turkey must be
cooked in an oven for five hours, heating up the entire house and drying out the white
meat. Listen y’all. There is a better way. The deep fried method is a magical way to lock in
the juices and still get that crunch that us chicken wing lovers like as well. It’s really the
best. But there is one thing that can be quite a problem with the deep fried turkey method,
and that's just it…the method.
With a quick YouTube search, you can find a number of videos of people who have failed at
this task. Some don’t account for the oil displacement from the size of their turkey. Lesson
there: oil and an open flame don’t mix. Some don’t properly thaw their turkey. Lesson
there: oil and water (even frozen water) don’t mix. Some are just careless with the process
altogether, and many houses, garages, sheds and yards have paid the price for the mishaps.
Most of those videos end with a large fire, property damage and a very inedible turkey.
Most of the time these situations are made worse by the panic that ensues as something is
catching fire. People grab random things to try to put the fire out, most of the time only
making the fire worse. While everyone is screaming and looking for answers, the flames are
just getting hotter and higher. There is something to be said about being calm under
pressure.
Solomon said it like this,
Fools are easily spotted when they walk down the street:
their lack of sense is obvious to everyone.
If someone in charge becomes angry at you, don’t leave your post;
a calm reply puts great offenses to rest. Ecclesiastes 10:3-4
Fools are easy to spot, especially on YouTube. It’s easy to look at someone’s mistake and
say that we would never do that. But what about the times when the chaos comes at you.
What about when, by no fault of your own, a fire is thrown in your lap. A co-worker has a

problem with you. A person on your commute cuts you off. Your boss is angry at you. Your
kids are screaming at you. These are the times when you measured, prepped and prepared,
yet the turkey still caught fire.
I’ve heard it said that the measure of a leader, a person of integrity is shown in what kind of
bucket he/she brings to a fire; a bucket of water or a bucket of gasoline. Our life is filled
with little flare ups. Our lives also encounter five-alarm fires. But the test of wisdom and
faith is not if you have or do not have fires; it’s what you bring in your bucket.
We all know people who carry a bucket of gasoline with them. No matter the situation, once
they show up and dump out their bucket of drama, the flames are going to double. These
are like the fools that Solomon points out on the street. Easy to diagnose, easy to confirm,
easy to avoid.
But the second scenario he paints is when drama, hurt or pain is thrust at you. You are not
a fool, but you now have a chance to be. Every situation in our lives gives us an opportunity
to be a calm voice of reason or an agent combustion.
Maybe as we gather as families and friends over this holiday, we should consider what we
are contributing to the dinner this year.
When that family member shows up uninvited: water or gasoline?
When that topic comes up again: water or gasoline?
When that political debate inevitably breaks out: water or gasoline?
When that team starts to lose: water or gasoline?
When no one is helping clean up: water or gasoline?
When everyone is getting irritable: water or gasoline?
When this holiday becomes about something other than what we are thankful for: water or
gasoline?
Which will you be carrying? Let us be peacemakers, a refreshing drink of cool water in red
hot situations. Because let’s be honest, no one enjoys dinner over charred turkey legs.
For reflection and prayer:
Be honest with yourself, when hard stuff comes your way, do you tend to carry a bucket of
water or a bucket of gasoline?
Pray today that God would guide you with discernment. Pray that He would empower you
with the Holy Spirit to approach situations in your life with a ‘calm reply’ rather than a harsh,
immediate response. Pray for opportunities to be a person of peace in tense moments.

Chapter 10 - Day 3
The Pain of Stupidity - Ecclesiastes 10:8-11
John Presko
When I was in high school, I had a small manual Datsun pickup truck. We had an old garage
that was separate from our house, and I did not get a place in the garage to park. My space
was right in front of the door that went into the work area. This space did not have gravel.
It was all covered with grass. Our drive was about sixty feet long and I would often pick up
speed on my way into the space and slide into perfect position.
On a Sunday in April after church, I had my girlfriend (now my wife), Brenda, with me, and
we were going to stop by my house to pick something up on the way to her house to
celebrate her birthday with her family. I wanted to show off and show Brenda how I slid
into my parking spot, but that day some of those April showers had come down earlier and
the grass was still wet. When I slammed on the brakes to slide into my spot, they did not
work like normal, and I slid right into the garage. I looked up and my beautiful little
birthday girl was on the passenger floor of my truck.
Brenda was okay, but I had just felt the pain of my stupidity in trying to show off for my
girl. We were following my mom home and as she went into the house all she said was to
wait: “wait for your dad and see what he says.” Of course, with my dad being the preacher
and the last to leave the building every Sunday morning, we waited for what felt like an
eternity to see what my dad would say and if I would still get to go to Brenda’s for the day.
He came home and all he said was that I was responsible for paying for the repairs to get it
fixed. I was so relieved, but my stupidity not only cost me embarrassment, but it was going
to come out of my checkbook.
Solomon says,
“When you dig a well, you might fall in.
When you demolish an old wall, you could be bitten by a snake.
When you work in a quarry, stones might fall and crush you.
When you chop wood, there is danger with each stroke of your ax.
Using a dull ax requires great strength, so sharpen the blade.
That’s the value of wisdom; it helps you succeed.”
(Ecc. 10:8-10 NLT)
Wisdom gives you an edge. Even though evil and stupidity have the upperhand sometimes,
stay true to wisdom.

Alabama University coach Paul “Bear” Bryant was one of the first football coaches to watch
films of his opponents. He knew that at the highest levels of college football, strength and
skill alone wouldn’t be enough. He wanted to find an edge.
He watched film and tried to find habits or patterns that could give his team an advantage.
More often than not, he would find some trick of the trade. For one of his bowl games, he
noticed that an opposing offensive guard put down his right hand when he was blocking
left and his left hand when he was blocking right. Nobody else noticed, but Bryant picked it
out. He instructed his linebackers to watch the guard. They shut down the other team’s
offense because they knew the flow of the play. Another time, he picked out the fact that the
opposing quarterback moved his right foot back slightly before the snap on passing plays.
Nobody else saw it, but Bryant picked it out. He told his defense to watch the quarterback's
feet, and they did. They had the edge.
If you don’t understand and don’t ask God for wisdom, you won’t ultimately have the edge
in life. At some point, being a fool will come back to get the best of you.

For reflection and prayer:
What are some areas in your life that you could use an edge in? Is it in parenting? Marriage?
Dating? Friendship? Work? Spend time asking God for wisdom and guidance, recognizing that
you cannot do it on your own.

Chapter 10 - Day 4
mOnEy Is ThE aNsWeR foR eVeRyThInG! - Ecclesiastes 10:16-20
Allen Tyger
I’m a sarcastic guy. Like, I like to call it my love language. If there is a snarky comment to be
made, I probably made it - maybe under my breath, but I made it. I’m the guy thinking of
jokes when no one should be thinking of jokes. In school, I was constantly in trouble for
saying the wrong thing at the wrong time. You know, when something sounds really great
in your head and you don’t realize it’s coming out of your mouth at the same time? That’s
the story of my life.
The worst part about always being sarcastic is when someone does not realize I’m joking.
Like if they don’t know me well enough or they came into the conversation at a bad time, or
I just wasn’t being that funny and the jokes fell flat. This can cause quite a bit of
awkwardness. And the most awkward times of all seem to happen to me online. Posting to
Facebook or Twitter is usually what gets my sarcasm in the most trouble.
I have often said that it would be nice to have a way to show sarcasm online. When typing
or texting, I find it hard to convey when I’m being sarcastic or being serious. So, my vote
has always been that we come up with a sarcasm font. But, little did I know the internet
already answered that call.
A popular meme of Spongebob Squarepants has been circulating for years. I’m not sure
what episode it comes from and I’m not sure what the little yellow, square dude was saying,
but the meme that came out of that moment gave birth to a sarcasm font. It takes forever to
type, which may be a good thing. It’s a built-in filter to make you decide if what you are
typing is really worth it. I’ll give you an example with my name: aLlEn D tYgEr. Sarcasm is
shown by alternating capital and lowercase letters. Maybe you noticed that in the title of
this devotional as well.
Solomon may not have considered it sarcasm when he was writing in chapter 10, but it
comes off that way. That is unless you misread what he wrote and take it for the exact
opposite of what he meant. In verses 16-20, he mentions two types of people and the mind
sets they have toward money. The second, he is pretty hyperbolic with.
Blessed is the land whose king is of noble heritage
and whose princes know when to feast,
Who discipline themselves with strength and avoid drunkenness.
The roof sags over the head of lazybones;
the house leaks because of idle hands.

Feasts are happy occasions;
wine brings joy to life;
money is the answer for everything.
Ecclesiastes 10:17-19 (VOICE)
Reading this at face value, it seems that Solomon is contradicting everything he’s said
previously in this book! “Money is the answer for everything”? Didn’t he disprove that in
like every other chapter? Yes. And Solomon has not had a change of heart here. He is having
a laugh at those who are still trying to use this as their life song.
Notice first he describes the noble. These are those who are disciplined and have strength
(will power and work ethic). Then he mentions the ‘lazybones.’ This is someone who lets
the roof of their house sag and leak, not doing the work that needs to be done to maintain
or preserve the provision that God has given them. They had a roof over their head, but
they are too lazy to fix it when there is a problem.
Financial guru Dave Ramsey often uses the example of replacing a roof on your house. If
you have a home with a 20 year roof on it, you should take the cost of that roof, divide it by
twenty and save that money each year so that, when the time comes, you can replace it
without debt. Obviously, this is the best case scenario (and roofs do not always cooperate
with your plans), but this principle is a bit of what Solomon is leaning on here. It’s wise to
plan for the future and not assume you will be able to just drink or spend your problems
away when they arrive.
Solomon is mocking those who live like this. Feasting when they should be working.
Drinking when they should be making sober decisions. Throwing money at problems
instead of fixing the real issues. If Solomon was writing this is 2020 or if Spongebob was
mockingly saying this, it might read: mOnEy Is ThE aNsWeR foR eVeRyThInG!
Go back and read it again...with snark. No one believes those three things. But once the
problems start coming in life, we all have coping mechanisms. Some run to food and
socializing. Some run to booze to numb the thoughts. And some just try to spend (or better
yet, borrow) their way out of their worries.
Solomon wants to reiterate that discipline and hard work have worth, as he did many times
in the Proverbs. And those who assume that money is a way out of problems will be very
disappointed. Because when the party ends, when the feast is over, when the drinks stop
flowing and the drunkenness wears off, when the money runs out or the bills start rolling
in, you will find there was no meaning in any of it.

And your whole life story, lived for yourself and the pursuit of meaningless things, might
just be titled in the sarcasm font.
For reflection and prayer:
What meaningless pursuits do you find yourself chasing? What areas of your life do you feel a
lack of discipline?
Pray today that he would give you diligence to serve him and chase after things with true
worth and meaning.

Chapter 11 - Day 1
What are you waiting for? - Ecclesiastes 11:1-5
Jessica Clements
In my middle school years, my aunt and her family moved an hour away from us near
Beaver Lake. Our families reached a pretty quick agreement - they bought the boat while
my family found a good deal on some jet skis. Cue summers at the lake!
The longstanding joke, though, was that my uncle wouldn’t go out on the lake if there was a
cloud in the sky. While we liked to tease him about it, there was some truth to the matter.
We rarely left for the boat ramp without a thorough check of the weather radar. He knew
the percentage chance for rain, the predicted temperature for the afternoon and the time of
sunset (and probably the mold count, too).
This memory came back into sharp focus for me this summer as my husband’s family and I
were packing up for a day on the lake - loading up the cooler with sandwich fixings, stuffing
bags full of towels and snacks, and wrangling swimsuits, life jackets and sunscreen on six
little ones. [Sidebar: It’s not as easy to just “go to the lake” as what I remembered when I
was a teen!] Then, we looked up at the skies. You see, it didn’t look so good up there.
Instead of the bright blue sky we come to expect in July, it was gray and gloomy, with the
telltale haze of rain in the distance. The weather hadn’t been good all week, but we knew
the forecast could change hourly. We decided to go for it, and we chased the clouds all
morning. The rain didn’t come until we were heading in for the afternoon. It may not have
been the most picturesque lake day, but it was full of memories, of moments and of joy.
And, we might have missed it all if we had only focused on the clouds.
Now, there’s nothing wrong with being prepared like my uncle prefers to be, but if we had
just waited for totally blue skies to head to the lake every time, we would have missed so
many beautiful lake days growing up. We would have literally sat at home staring at the
sky. This summer we would have missed the only rain-free window of time waiting for the
threat of rain to pass because more clouds kept coming.
I think of that when I read Solomon's words in Ecclesiastes 11:4: “He who observes the wind
will not sow and he who regards the clouds will not reap.” In other words, what are you
waiting for?
We wait for all sorts of reasons: bad weather, bad advice, fear of what could be, fear of the
past, uncertainty of our next step and sheer procrastination. But, if we wait too long
watching the wind and the clouds, life will have literally blown right past us.

Maybe you’re like me, and you have a tendency to feel stuck. You don’t realize you’re
waiting, but you are. That’s why I like how chapter 11 opens in The Message translation:
Be generous: Invest in acts of charity.
Charity yields high returns.
Don’t hoard your goods; spread them around.
Be a blessing to others. This could be your last night.
When the clouds are full of water, it rains.
When the wind blows down a tree, it lies where it falls.
Don’t sit there watching the wind. Do your own work.
Don’t stare at the clouds. Get on with your life.
Why is this helpful? If you’re stuck in indecision or uncertainty, like I can be at times, start
with Solomon’s list. Be generous. Consider how you can be a blessing to others. Perhaps,
you know what you need to do, so get to work! It’s easy to make excuses, but you won’t
regret the day you decide to take action on what you are called to do. In fact, you may find
that you might only regret the days you waited.
Maybe you feel like you are in a God-designed season of waiting. Be faithful to that season,
but don’t waste it either. That is where we find a promise in verse 5:
As you do not know the way the spirit comes to the bones in the womb of a woman
with child, so you do not know the work of God who makes everything.
Even thousands of years before ultrasound technology would allow us to see a developing
baby, Solomon understood the miraculous nature of pregnancy rested solely in the
mysterious working of God. God’s ways don’t just govern the creation of life; they govern all
of our days.
Maybe that’s what we’re waiting on ultimately. We want to know, to predict and to fully
understand. But, as Solomon (the wisest of the wise) reminds us, we won’t fully understand
His ways. That can be a little daunting until we remember that, through Jesus, God has
invited us into relationship with Him. Because of Jesus, we can begin to know the Father;
we can begin to know His character and His heart. We may never understand everything
He does, but we can trust Him all of our days.

For reflection and prayer:
Are you unnecessarily waiting on something? How can you take action?

Chapter 11 - Day 2
The Power of Being Boring - Ecclesiastes 11:6
Jessica Clements
Tension. We all feel it. We all have to deal with it.
There are some people who enjoy conflict; they enjoy discussing and debating. There are
some people who are masters at navigating tense situations; they can find win-win
solutions in some of the toughest of situations. Then, there’s me. I prefer everyone to get
along all the time about everything. [I know, I know, I’m a pretty realistic person. Ha!]
Despite my aversion to conflict, one of my favorite interpersonal communication theories I
studied in college focused on tensions in relationships - between being open and closed
with each other, between wanting independence and connection, and between trying new
things and finding a familiar routine or rhythm. These tensions are like a continuum; our
needs exist somewhere between the two extremes at any given time. The presence of these
tensions is not good or bad. They simply exist.
We don’t just feel tension with external things. We feel tension internally, too. Maybe you
feel some of these tensions:
● Between what you want to do and what you need to do
● Between wanting to be with your people and wanting to be alone
● Between family time and the demands or responsibilities of the job
● Between looking forward to future things and wanting time to stand still
● Between being the fun parent and the stay-on-track parent
● Between the excitement of future goals or plans, and the seemingly mundane work
of the today
We can lose ourselves in the tension of everyday living. We may think that the everyday
acts of living, of parenting, of being a friend, of marriage, of loving, of encouraging, of
household cleaning, of caretaking, of working and so on are inconsequential. We may
believe that it’s the big accomplishments that matter the most. But Ecclesiastes 11:6
reminds us that there may just be power in the “boring” of everyday living:
“In the morning sow your seed, and at evening withhold not your hand, for you do not
know which will prosper, this or that, or whether both alike will be good.” Ecclesiastes
11:6
Once again, we are reminded that we don’t know the ways of God. We don’t know what will
ultimately reap the biggest harvest. What we do know is that we can commit to the sowing.
We can commit to living every day faithfully, trusting God with the outcome, whether we

feel like it is the mundane tasks of the ordinary or the greatest adventure we have ever
been on. I like how author and artist Ruth Chou Simons phrased it: “Let’s not wait for ideal
circumstances, balanced scheduling, and our feelings to catch up with our beliefs...before
we offer up this day in surrender and meet its tasks with worship.”
What does it look like to meet the day's tasks with worship? Maybe we need to ask
ourselves the question 17th century preacher Jeremiah Burroughs did: “But a gracious
heart says, ‘What is the duty of the circumstance God has put me into?” (The Rare Jewel of
Christian Contentment, 1648). We can worship God with our work, in our work and
through our work.
Are you a friend? A coworker? A parent? A spouse? A renter? A mentor? A leader? How can
you sow faithfully where you are? Maybe it means you keep showing up. Maybe it means
you keep meeting for coffee every week, not knowing where your conversation might lead.
Maybe it means you set the boundary or enforce the consequence knowing one day they
just might understand.
That’s the hard part of sowing. Growth isn’t instantaneous. Growth isn’t always visible on
the surface. You might just be laying the foundation for something even bigger to come as
you live faithfully in the day to day. As Ruth Chou Simons wrote, “Our good God has us right
in the midst of the tension so that the stretching we feel might be the sanctifying we need.”

For reflection and prayer
Are you experiencing any tensions right now? How would you describe them? How have you
seen God using the ins and outs of everyday living as a foundation for things to come? Ask God
to show you what tasks he has for you during this season of life you are in.

Chapter 11 - Day 3
Don't Forget to Live While You're Dying - Ecclesiastes 11:7-8
Brooklyn Oliver
Everyone on this planet is dying. We all know that we are dying everyday, but honestly we
don’t let it affect our daily lives, because it doesn't feel like we are dying. My Aunt Diane
wasn't so lucky. She lived for years knowing she was going to die, sooner than any of us
wanted.
This Labor Day my family didn't get to spend it on the lake or out with friends. We spent it
together mourning over the loss of a loved one. My Aunt, Diane Joy Ohmart, died after
sixteen long years of battling cancer. My Aunt Diane was a light to be around. She was
stubborn like any woman on my mom’s side of the family (Powers Family). She was a
fighter. The one thing I want to share with you today is about how my Aunt Diane LIVED.
For years, she had been fighting something that all of us in this broken world have been
affected by and that is cancer. She never let it take advantage of her time here with us and
she never stopped living. She was diagnosed with breast cancer and later on was told that
the cancer had spread to her stomach. Even during her struggle with fighting this nasty
disease in her body, my aunt never stopped living. Her legacy of loving the Lord first and
her family second was so prevalent on that day when we all gathered to lay her to rest. She
knew someday she may not be around, and a few years ago one of her daughters had twins,
her first grandchildren. She wanted to be around and make sure those little ones knew the
Lord before she left this earth and she was not able to do that. But what she did do was
pass that love of Jesus and service to him as her King to both of her daughters. So her
grandbabies will get to know Jesus through their mother and their aunt whom Diane never
stopped loving as a mother and as a child of her King Jesus. She never stopped living for
Jesus. In everything she did, she knew that God was bigger and that He was going to take
care of everything.
About a year ago I had a cancer scare of my own. My left breast had a large mass in it which
had to be removed. That is not a procedure or experience that I would wish upon my worst
enemy. I remember the day that I went in for my biopsy like it was yesterday. My mom was
with me and the nurse took us back into this tiny little room. The nurse went to get the
doctor as we sat in this room and my mom could read the worry on my face. She looked at
me and said, “If it's cancer, we will fight it with Jesus, just like your Aunt Diane”, and I knew
then everything was going to be okay. I didn’t have cancer, but I did have surgery and was
left with scars. But scars heal and my Aunt Diane was part of my inspiration to know that
everything will be okay and that whatever happens I can keep living.
During this time in my life, I am constantly reminded that God’s got this.

“You are my servant. For I have chosen you...Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. Don’t be
discouraged, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you. I will hold you up
with my victorious right hand.” (Isaiah 41:9-10 NLT)
We are humans who age and are dying every second of everyday, but there is no need to
worry, doubt or fear what our future holds, because there will be a day that Christ will
return and we will finally get to see our Maker's face. Not only will we be able to enter into
the gates of heaven, we will be with the loved ones we have lost along the way and there
will be no more pain, no more worry, no more suffering.
“God will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or
sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are gone forever.” (Revelation 21:4 NLT)

For reflection and prayer:
Is there an area of your life where you need to reminded that “God’s got this”? What does the
phrase - “Live like you are dying” - mean to you? Thank God for the promise of eternity with
Him. Spend time praying for opportunities to share Jesus with others.

Chapter 11 - Day 4
The Time of Your Life - Ecclesiastes 11:9-10
Garrett Holle
These couple of verses make me laugh. I hope that, in your own life, you have a friend who
is known for their dry and sarcastic sense of humor. Sometimes being around someone like
that can get tiring, sort of like studying the Book of Ecclesiastes might get tiring.
But this passage makes me laugh because the first part of verses 9 and 10 seem
celebratory. They align with our societal value of “living while we’re young”. Many a pop
star and Billboard #1 hits would echo out the initial part of these verses. Man, how many
partial Bible verses removed from their contexts make great pop songs!
Solomon sets up a party in verse 9:
You who are young, be happy while you are young,
and let your heart give you joy in the days of your youth.
Follow the ways of your heart and whatever your eyes see…
In an almost uncanny post-modern way, he continues in the initial part of verse 10:
So then, banish anxiety from your heart and cast off the troubles of your body...
I don’t think a single person in our world today has a problem with that part of this
wisdom. I can almost hear the youthful anthems now; no regrets, only live a full life. Listen
to your heart, do what you want! If these verses stopped there, then easily young people
would love to quote this “wisdom” to anyone who would listen! It would be Twitter bios
and tattoos all over! But Solomon wasn’t a pop song producer, was he? He was more of the
shockingly honest and sarcastic wit we all need in our lives. Let’s just look at verse 9 in
entirety to understand this:
You who are young, be happy while you are young,
and let your heart give you joy in the days of your youth.
Follow the ways of your heart and whatever your eyes see,
but know that for all these things God will bring you into judgement.
Just when we are ready to get behind a mantra of personal freedom and letting our hearts
lead the way, Solomon has to bring us back to the earth. We can live wild and free when
we’re young, yes! But God sees what we do and we’ll be held accountable. Suddenly those
chart-topping anthems seem less tattoo-able. Verse 10 is even more brutal:

So then, banish anxiety from your heart and cast off the troubles of your body,
for youth and vigor are meaningless.
Yeesh. And just like that, we’ve lost Millenials and Gen Z. Youth and vigor are meaningless?
Again, we have to understand the Hebrew meaning of that word “meaningless” is like vapor
or mist, here for a short time and then gone quickly. So what is Solomon’s point here?
Be happy and young while you can, but understand that those seasons of life are fleeting. I
don’t know a single Millennial who would argue with the value of having adventures, but
they may struggle to hold in mind that adventure is not permanent. I grow tired of seeing
“Not all who wander are lost” or “Live. Laugh. Love.” or other home decor sayings on photo
captions, and I think that is where Solomon may be coming from. Yes, enjoy that trip or that
experience! Celebrate your ability to do those things! But that is so not what life amounts
to.
If we can remember that those mountaintop experiences (whether literal or figurative) are
amazing but also finite, then maybe we will not lose ourselves when life isn’t so glamorous.
Maybe if we had the right perspective, we’d care about each other when we are not “living
our best lives,” those moments that slam us back to the ground and reality and nothing in
our day seems Instagram-able.
Understanding the highs as what they are (meaningless or like a mist) helps us to enjoy
them while also keeping us leveled out. Then when the lows come (and they will), we can
see those as just a season or vapor in life as well. So, yeah! Live it up! Enjoy that vacation or
sky dive or hiking trip! Don’t be burdened with troubles that keep you from enjoying those
times. But don’t lose yourself to chasing those brief highs. They don’t last forever. Fix your
eyes on He who does last forever because when you’re in the lowness of life, those highs
and momentary excitements will seem far away and meaningless. But your God will not.
If we can walk the line that Solomon is asking us to here, then life won’t have the power to
destroy us. We can then see life as the roller coaster it is - temporary.

For reflection and prayer:
Reflecting on all of the things that we can chase after in our search for meaning, what area or
areas seems to be most alluring to you? How does Solomon’s teaching of its temporariness
alter your perspective? How can you keep your eyes fixed on God through it all?

Chapter 12 - Day 1
Remember Your Creator - Ecclesiastes 12:1-4
John Presko
“Remember your Creator” says Solomon. I have been to a few places in the United States and
in the world that are beautiful awe inspiring places on the Earth. I love the mountains of
Colorado with its beautiful lakes in which the image of the mountains shimmer. I love the
mountains in the winter covered with snow and I love going to the beach. The sound of the
waves crashing into the shore is so peaceful and beautiful. And one of the most beautiful
places I have been to is snorkeling and scuba diving to see the beautiful corals and sea life
in the crystal clear waters of Turks & Caicos Islands. And I will have to say experiencing the
four seasons in the Ozarks of southwest Missouri is a beautiful place to live.
But I have to say that my favorite creation in all the world is people. I am a people watcher.
I love being in big crowds and watching people. As you can imagine, Walmart is one of my
favorite places to go because of all the interesting people that you see. I love going to the
mall during Christmas time, and no it is not to shop, but to walk or even better to pick a
place to sit and just watch people. My family even knows that when we go into a restaurant,
I like to sit where I have the best view to watch all the people coming and going in the
restaurant.
By far my most amazing and most beautiful creation experience that gave me a great look
at who the Creator is, that gave me a new love for the Creator and that just left me in awe of
how the Creator created human beings was the birth of my children. My son, JP came into
this world on August 10, 1994 and his birth just blew me away. I could not believe how
incredible this whole experience was. Brenda and I got to be part of bringing to life this
little baby that was ours. It was a little of both of us and yet so unique. Of course, Brenda
did the big part when it came to JP’s birth.
My daughter, Brooklyn came into the world on June 29, 1996 in a time that was very
difficult for us and she was just so tiny, beautiful and pure joy in our lives. She was such a
blessing to us that not only took our minds and hearts out of a bad place but into a new
place of love and loving others.
My daughter, Becca came into the world on July 2, 2010 and it was an incredible experience
because it was fourteen years in between Brooklyn and Becca. We had more maturity and
wisdom, yet it was hard because we were no longer young and able to bounce back from
late nights and early mornings. God showed Himself in new exciting ways.

The birth of my children was always something that deeply humbled me and brought me to
worship God and seek His help because I knew I was not qualified or able to parent these
kids without Him.
Remembering the Creator helps us to remember who is in charge and that we are here to
worship Him. We should seek His wisdom and enjoy life with wisdom. Live a godly life and
don’t become an old person who talks about what you wish you had done. Instead, be able
to talk about what you did with joy.
Enjoy Life and Remember Your Creator!

For reflection and prayer:
If you are a parent, do you remember the birth of your child/children?
What is your favorite thing in creation that helps you remember the Creator?
Thank God for his glorious creation.

Chapter 12 - Day 2
Delaying the Inevitable - Ecclesiastes 12:5-8
Tammy Hill
Let’s read Ecclesiastes 12:5-8.
We’ve been reading a lot here in Ecclesiastes about the matter of death. Before that day
comes for you, I hope you have the rich pleasure to awake before dawn and watch, with a
hot drink in hand, the subtle transformation of the eastern sky.
Sunrise!!! It’s a glorious time of the day! I’ve noticed these three things:
1. When there are clouds in the sky, the coming sun illuminates their different
textures, turns their fluff into an all out color and light show that is simply
astounding. Once the sun breaks the horizon, you’ll notice the colors fade and the
sun takes centerstage.
2. On some mornings, the clouds cover the sun. Yet, its light is too bright to completely
darken the day.
3. Other mornings, there’s not a cloud in the sky to reflect the rising sun.
For me, the clouds seem to be a fitting parallel of the Christian life or the church as a whole.
1. As the Son shines on and through us, it shows our differences beautifully, and the
radiance of Christ can make His love and mercy in us completely astounding! We get
to proclaim His love and His coming to the world.
2. We, like a thick blanket of clouds, can unknowingly cover up the Son and the world
cannot see Him. Notice though, His light is too great and still lights up the day. For
who can stop the Lord Almighty?!
3. Like a clear sky, we can clear out, not comfortable to reflect the Son in that moment.
Are there any objects in nature or experiences in God’s creation that has taught you
something or encouraged you?
Just as the “Teacher” here in Ecclesiastes writes about the almond tree blossoming and the
grasshopper dragging himself along, there are two things we can notice. First of all, the
almond tree blossoms at the end of winter, and the grasshopper no longer has the energy
and bounce in his legs like he used to. We catch the drift pretty quickly that these verses
are speaking about old age and death.....again! As we read, there is a plea to “Remember
Him” (vs. 6). It’s a passionate plea to remember your Creator before your spirit returns to
God who gave it! (vs. 7)

Through this journey in Ecclesiastes we’ve been given a good, hard look at the
meaninglessness and the hopelessness of life without God. Have you ever wondered, “Why
is the book of Ecclesiastes part of the Bible?” I believe we can now say, “We know exactly
why!” The sad desperation of this book gives us a glimpse into the feelings or
discouragement of a good amount of people we live alongside and pass everyday.
Let’s read Luke 16:19-31.
● What do you think might be the significance in this parable that Jesus gives the man
Lazarus a name and not one to the rich man?
● What does this parable tell us about what our focus should be as we live on this
present Earth?
In Philippians 3:13-14 we read, “Brothers, I do not consider myself to have taken hold of it.
But one thing I do: forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead. I press on
toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”
Think about what you spend most of your time doing. What goal is your life moving toward?
You may find it difficult to hang onto the joy of the Lord in these crazy times. Remember,
the JOY of the LORD is your STRENGTH!! (Nehemiah 8:10) Joy is a fruit of the Spirit and He
will help you produce it when you go to Him, your supply. You may feel life ebbing away
and have uncertainty that you’re ready to leave. Search your heart to be sure you're
trusting God with your eternity, not anyone else, anything or any deeds you’ve done.
Maybe you’re struggling with depression and ready to call it quits. Let’s not desert our post!
We’re still here and God has a purpose for each of us. Do not believe Satan’s lies and he
attempts to make you feel you have no value! Seek Jesus, the way maker and truth-teller.
That being said, is there someone you’d feel comfortable talking to or asking for help?
Finally, I encourage you to admire a sunset; it’s just as remarkable as the sunrise!!! It’s not
too late to be like a cloud and reflect His light to the world!!!
For reflection and prayer
Can you think of five people who need to know God’s love and forgiveness? Would you commit
to praying for them daily? What are some ways you can reflect God’s light to them this week?
Will you do it? What is your view or image of Heaven?
If you feel like you need to grow your understanding of the reward and destination of
Heaven, Randy Alcorn’s book “Heaven” is a great resource to deciphering promises found
in scripture. Rejoicing in the hope of the glory of God will help us persevere to the end!
Only one life ‘twill soon be past. Only what’s done for Christ will last. (C.T. Studd)

Chapter 12 - Day 3
Cattle Prod Theology - Ecclesiastes 12:11
Allen Tyger
I grew up on a farm. Well, more accurately I grew up surrounded by a farm. Our family
lived in an old house in the middle of farmland that had been handed down a couple of
generations. We didn’t really do much farm work. Other farmers would run cows on our
land, and we would help from time to time. But I was not a farmer by any stretch of the
imagination. As a matter of fact, I was terrified of cows.
Something in my head had me convinced that every cow was that cartoonish bull wanting
to charge and chase me through the field while tossing me up in the air only to catch me,
twirl me and bounce me again. As a child, it was my biggest fear. Yes, cows...I know.
I remember a time when my mindset toward cows shifted quite a bit. I was helping feed the
cattle with a family member, and he noticed that I was uncomfortable. Sensing that I was
not going to be much help if I was locked in the truck all day, he decided to intervene. He
reached behind the seat of his truck and pulled out a long, orange wand. It was a cattle
prod. He explained to me that this would help the cows remember their place. So, if they
got out of line, I could jab this in their backside and they would get the point...quite literally.
I stood in the back of that truck with power, standing like Thor commanding Stormbreaker.
“Stand back cows, I’ve got a prod and I’m not afraid to use it.”
Another thing this helped me realize is that, not only were cows now afraid of me, but they
were also incredibly stupid. I could shock a cow for getting too close to me and that same
cow would return just minutes later for another jolt. Come to find out, these cows only had
food on their minds and no matter how many times they got prodded, they were going to
need another reminder soon.
We are like that, too. We can get so focused on what we want, that sometimes we need a
little jolt or prod to remember our place. The Bible is full of cattle prod moments. I think of
God reminding Job where he stood in the Cosmos. God setting the Israelites straight via a
forty year time-out in the desert. God using a fish to not just prod but projectile vomit Jonah
toward Nineveh. Not to mention the northern and southern kingdoms being taken into
captivity, the prophets jabbing the kings all along the way, and the 400 years of silence that
spoke volumes as to God’s displeasure.
God’s word has been a constant in what you could call Cattle Prod Theology. Solomon,
using the livestock illustration, seems to agree.

The words of the wise are like goads; the collected sayings of the masters are like the
nail-tipped sticks used to drive the sheep, given by one Shepherd. Ecclesiastes 12:11
(VOICE)
Now, I don’t know much about sheep, but from what I have heard they are even dumber
than cows. Sheep are mentioned over 500 times in the Bible. And, guess which animal we
are most often compared to?
Jesus called himself the Good Shepherd in John chapter 10, describing the relationship His
current and coming disciples would have with Him. He tells the parable of the lost sheep in
Luke 15, showing the Father’s concern over the lost, and subsequent party when they are
rescued. These, along with many other illustrations, shape our relationship with the Father.
If we are truly his sheep, we will know his voice. We will listen and obey and also know that
He protects, guides, and cares for us (Psalm 23).
But there are times when the words from God feel less like comfort and more like a cattle
prod to the hindquarters. Sometimes we lose track of what we are really pursuing, become
interested only in our next meal, our carnal desires or our selfish indulgences. Solomon
says that all of these proverbs and wise sayings, the hard to swallow, painful truths that he
has laid out, are here to steer us back to God.
Like a medieval cattle prod, just a stick with a couple nails on the end, God used his
prophets, wisemen, commands and ultimately his Son to point us, or more accurately prod
us, back to Him. Jesus would come as the ultimate redirect, God’s plan to get His sheep back
once and for all (Hebrews 10:10, Romans 6:10). God sends His one and only Son, not as a
slight poking reminder, but a lightning rod pointing us straight back to His heart...a Good
Shepherd that would do anything, even lay down His life for His sheep.
So next time you feel the prod of God, don’t be quick to dismiss it. Don’t be so stubborn or
foolish to think that you know better than Him. Don’t continue with your own agenda,
assuming God doesn’t have a better way for you. After all, He holds the prod, and He’s not
afraid to use it.
For reflection and prayer:
Have you ever felt the prod of God in your life? How did you respond? What is God calling you
to do right now that maybe you are ignoring to pursue your own selfish desires?
Pray today that God would show you vividly His plan for your life. Pray that He shows you
where He has been trying to steer you. Pray for conviction to feel that direction and hear His
words, no matter how harsh or difficult to follow.

Chapter 12 - Day 4
The Meaning of (this Meaningless) Life - Ecclesiastes 12:13-14
John Presko
What a great book to spend the last twelve weeks reading, meditating on, hearing sermons
about and reading through these devotions. Learning from the wisdom of Solomon, the
wisest ever, has been a great benefit to me and I hope that it has to you also. Thank you for
joining us in this devotional.
As expected, Solomon ends this book with a bang and such wisdom. We don’t own our
lives, because life is the gift of God. We are stewards of our lives and one day we must give
an account to God of what we have done with His gift. Corrie ten Boom said, “The measure
of a life, after all, is not its duration but its donation.” Solomon ends this book with three
obligations we must fulfill to make our lives count.
I want to close with three points and comments from Warren Wiersbe.
1. Fear God
Ecclesiastes ends where the book of Proverbs begins (1:7), with an admonition for
us to fear the Lord. The fear of the Lord is that attitude of reverence and awe that
His people show to Him because they love Him and respect His power and His
greatness. The person who fears the Lord will pay attention to His Word and obey it.
He or she will not tempt the Lord by deliberately disobeying or by “playing with
sin.” An unholy fear makes people run away from God, but a holy fear brings them to
their knees in loving submission to God.
“The remarkable thing about fearing God,” wrote Oswald Chambers, “is that, when
you fear God, you fear nothing else; whereas, if you do not fear God, you fear
everything else.”
The prophet Isaiah says it perfectly in Isaiah 8:13:
“Make the LORD of Heaven’s Armies holy in your life.
He is the one you should fear.
He is the one who should make you tremble.”
And the psalmist describes such a man in Psalm 11:2:
“The wicked are stringing their bows and fitting their arrows on the bowstrings.
They shoot them from the shadows at those whose hearts are right.”

2. Keep His Commandments
God created life and He alone knows how it should be managed. He wrote the
“manual of instructions” and wise is the person who reads and obeys. “When all else
fails, read the instructions!”
The fear of the Lord must result in obedient living; otherwise, that “fear” is only a
sham. The dedicated believer will want to spend time daily in Scripture, getting to
know the Father better and discovering His will. “The fear of the LORD is the
beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction.” (Proverbs 1:7)
The last phrase in verse 13 can be translated “this is the end of man” or “this is for
all men.” G. Campbell Morgan suggests “this is the whole of man.” He writes in The
Unfolding Message of the Bible, “Man, in his entirety, must begin with God; the whole
of man, the fear of God” (1961, p. 228). When Solomon looked at life “under the
sun,” everything was fragmented and he could see no pattern. But when he looked at
life from God’s point of view, everything came together into one whole. If man wants
to have wholeness, he must begin with God.
3. Prepare for Final Judgment
“God shall judge the righteous and the wicked.” (3:17) “But know that for all these
God will bring you into judgment.” (11:9) Man may seem to get away with sin, but
their sin will eventually be exposed and judged righteously. Those who have not
trusted the Lord Jesus Christ will be doomed forever.
“The eternity of punishment is a thought which crushes the heart,” said Charles
Spurgeon. “The Lord God is slow to anger, but when He is once aroused to it, as He
will be against those who finally reject His Son, He will put forth all His omnipotence
to crush His enemies.”
Six times in his discourse, Solomon told us to enjoy life while we can; but at no time
did he advise us to enjoy sin. The joys of the present depend on the security of the
future. If you know Jesus Christ as your Savior, then your sins have already been
judged on the cross and “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which
are in Christ Jesus.” (Romans 8:1) But if you die having never trusted Christ, you will
face judgment at His throne and be lost forever. (Revelation 20:11-15)
Is life worth living? Yes, if you are truly alive through faith in Jesus Christ. Then you
can be satisfied, no matter what God may permit to come to your life.
“He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have
life.” (1 John 5:12 NKJV)
For reflection and prayer:
Pray that God will grow in you a healthy fear to keep His commandments and to pursue His
return.

