A D VENT 20 1 8 G U ID E
WELCOME TO ADVENT
God has given us this season of Advent as a way to
remember His work in the world and in our lives.
Advent comes from the Latin word aventus which means
“coming.” This Latin word is the translation of the Greek word
parouisa which is commonly used to refer to the second coming
of Christ in the New Testament.
This is the two fold perspective and purpose of Advent:
1) To prepare and anticipate the coming of the babe, Jesus, heir
of David’s throne and promised Messiah.
2) To be on alert for the second coming of the Son of God, Jesus,
King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
Over the next several weeks, you will be guided to recall what
God has already done for you in Jesus Christ, as well as look
forward to what He will continue to do in you and through you.
May God bless this journey of Advent!

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

This guide is meant to be a tool to
direct your thoughts and prayers.
This is not meant to replace a
daily time of Bible reading and
prayer, but to supplement that
time. For many, a daily time
of Bible reading and prayer is
private. This guide can be used
in private, but it is intended to
be experienced in community.
Gather with your family, spouse,
friends, neighbors, small groups,
or community and work through
the guide communally. Though not
necessary, we believe it’s the best
way to experience Advent.
Each day, you will read Scripture,
a brief devotional thought, and be
encouraged to respond in prayer
and action. You are free to take
as long as you need, and don’t get
discouraged if you have younger
children who seem distracted. Be
flexible and positive. It’s not as
important that you “get through
the material,” as much as you let
the “material get through you.”

THE ADVENT CANDLES
(Optional)

There are four candles associated
with Advent. They traditionally
serve as reminders of the season
of longing we experience during
Advent. Three of the four are
purple in color - the color of
mourning. Lighting the purple
candles reminds us of how dire
our situation really is without a
Savior. There is one pink candle
- this candle is lit toward the end
of Advent during the week we are
to think on and anticipate joy.
Pink is a color of relief from the
monotony and grief of the purple
candles. Each Sunday of Advent,
we encourage you to light the
candle for that week along with
the candles of the previous
weeks as you go through the
devotion for that day.

CHILDREN DEVOTIONS

If you have younger children who need a little
help to stay connected with the devotional time,
we have provided a few ideas.

WEEK 1 - HOPE

Sunday, December 2
I Chronicles 29:14-16

Savior, Jesus Christ! Advent begins with hope. As the Christmas
season descends upon us, we often lose sight of hope. Our hopes
become lost as the distractions of the season pile up.
Today’s good news is that hope is most definitely not lost! We just
misplaced it. We forgot where to look. Like the car keys on a busy
morning, sometimes hope is not where we thought we left it. We
frantically search for it because we can’t go anywhere without it.
Has that ever happened to you? Don’t despair! Hope is found!
King David certainly knew where hope is found. In I Chronicles 29,
David praised God with words like everlasting, power, glory, majesty,
splendor and exalted. God provided needed materials and labor
for David, Solomon and the people of Israel to build the temple in
Jerusalem.
David recognized the ultimate source of hope, God’s providence and
His provision. Failing to acknowledge that God protects and that God
provides leads us to the same place as David’s ancestors. We live as
strangers in a shadow world with no hope.
God provided a baby in a manger who would become our ultimate
protection against sin, death and separation from our Creator.

Prayer

Have you misplaced your hope? Are you mired down so badly that
you can’t see how God is providing and protecting you? Ask God
today to show you that this life is not a life without hope. Pray today
that God will open your heart so you can celebrate this Advent
season and every day like David did.

Monday, December 3
Job 4:5-7
Have you ever had a Job kind of day? It’s a day where
nothing seems to go right. Christmas this year may blindside
you with a day like this. You go to the mall and someone
dings your car in the parking lot. You run all over town to
find the right gift, and it can’t be found. You get home just in
time for dinner only to find out there is no dinner. The kids
trashed the house, left a pile of dishes and laundry for you to
wash and then retreated into their rooms.
Sounds bad, right? Job had worse days than that. In fact, Job
had such a rough time that his friends tried to cheer him up.
One friend, Eliphaz, reminded Job that God wouldn’t forget
his commitment to fearing the Lord. That’s how the word
piety is translated in verse 6. Eliphaz also reminds Job that
his blameless ways are his hope. I don’t know about you, but
my blameless ways don’t exist, much less bring me hope!
Paul wrote in Romans that we all sin and fall short of the
glory of God. We miss the mark; we don’t measure up. Yet,
God loves us. In fact, God loves us so much, He sent one with
blameless ways to this earth to be our hope.
“Consider now: Who, being innocent, has ever perished?
Where were the upright ever destroyed?” Job 4:7. This
rhetorical question posed by Eliphaz to Job has a very real
answer. Jesus perished. Jesus’ physical body was destroyed.
God restored Jesus’ body. God restored Jesus’ position. God
did the same for Job, and He will do the same for us. Our
hope is in a God who restores.

Prayer

Take time to slow down today. Ask God to restore your
spirit if you find yourself pulled in too many directions. If
your thoughts are jumbled, if your house is chaotic and
everything just seems disorganized, ask God to calm you
with restoration hope. Spend time thanking God for His
perfect plan that will restore us again to our Creator.

Tuesday, December 4
Psalm 119:113-120
John 1:1 says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God.” In one beautiful sentence,
John captures the magnificence of creation spoken into being,
the manifestation of God’s image, and the distinct person of Jesus
Christ. The Word is our hope today.
The Psalm writer, years before John wrote his gospel, had the same
idea. God is indistinct from His words. The writer speaks of loving
God’s law and how God’s words are a refuge and a shield. We can
wholly put our hope in God’s word.
Think of it this way. God’s words tell us who He is. Who He is and
what He does are all found in His words. Take a close look at verse
116. Sustainment, as promised by God, gives life, says the writer.
That’s our hope - sustainment - whatever we need to live. God
promises a life here and a life hereafter. Our hope was a spoken
promise made in the garden. God told Adam and Eve about victory
over the serpent. God revealed His word to Isaiah that Jesus would
be born in Bethlehem. Jesus’ words proclaimed a victory over sin,
death and the grave!

Prayer

How many times will you say “Merry Christmas” or “Happy
Holidays” this Advent season? Quite a few, one would guess.
Repetition often diminishes the meaning, the emotion, and
the thoughtfulness of our words. God’s words are the exact
opposite. Dwelling in and on God’s word strengthens our hope and
strengthens our shield and refuge. Pray today and give thanks to
God for His words. His words are life sustaining. They are fulfilling.
They hold promises far beyond our imagination. Make this your
prayer today, “I stand in awe of your laws, God.”

Wednesday, December 5
Matthew 12:18-21

Shakespeare famously said in Romeo and Juliet, “What’s
in a name?” I guess it really depends on the name. Neither
Montague nor Capulet means much to us these days; but
what about the name of Jesus? What does it mean to you?
In today’s passage, we see Jesus guarding His name so to
speak. He warns followers not to tell others about Him just
yet. Later, the time would come for His followers to declare
His name. The time would come for followers to remember
what they had seen Jesus do. His name would become
synonymous with “servant” and “proclaimer of justice” v.18,
Matthew tells us that this was God’s plan, fulfillment of
prophesy given to Isaiah for us this Advent season.
The name of Jesus is our hope!

Prayer

Use as many names as you can for Jesus in your prayer
today. When you can’t think of anymore, use some adjectives
and adverbs that come to mind when you dwell on the name
of Jesus. Ask God to illuminate what the name of Jesus looks
like in your life. Are you living up to His name as a humble
servant? Are you hiding His name from your family and
friends, so they don’t criticize you? Would you shout His
name from the rooftops for all to hear? Pray for courage and
boldness to proclaim the name of Jesus this Christmas.
What’s in a name is everything.

Thursday, December 6
I Peter 1:3
When is the right time to buy the perfect, real Christmas tree
this year? Is it a week before Christmas, is it 2 or maybe 3 weeks
before Christmas? No matter what your answer is, we all know
what keeps a real Christmas tree looking good; water. Without it,
even the heartiest of Douglas fir or blue spruce won’t make it until
Christmas morning. Your living room will be carpeted in needles,
and pretty, green boughs will turn brown quickly.
Hope is the same way. It needs Jesus’ living water to keep it
strong, vibrant and alive. God gives us a living hope, not one that
starts out full of potential then withers over time. Our hope isn’t
musty, old, or found only in a book. It’s not a hope you throw out
when Advent is done.
The clearest, coldest, and best tasting water comes from streams
where the water travels a great distance to reach us. Whether it’s
the French Alps or the Rockies, the best water never stops flowing
on its journey to us. It doesn’t get stale or stagnant.
Our new birth into a living hope doesn’t slow down, wear out or
stop either. Peter reminds us that it comes from an eternal source;
the resurrection of Jesus.

Prayer

Ask God to remind you today of His great mercy. God’s mercy is
unfathomable at times. When we think of Jesus’ death and His
resurrection, we tend to focus on it as a one-time event that echoes
into eternity; you can hear it, but it grows fainter and fainter the
farther we get from it. God’s mercy is on display every moment
of every day and the resurrection of Jesus is the fountain that
nourishes us from moment to moment. Thank God today for the
coming time when resurrection power will be replaced with life
eternal. Praise God for His mercy. Praise God for making a way for
us to live with Him forever.

Friday, December 7
Titus 2:11-15
Are you prepared for Christmas? Is all the shopping
done? Are all the gifts wrapped? Have all the travel
arrangements been finalized? There is so much to do,
right? Some of us wait until the very last minute to do
our Christmas shopping. Every year, we may vow to start
earlier but never do. We don’t like the frantic, last-minute
types we see around town. We feel like we’re not doing
Christmas right, but we never seem to change.
Where our hope is concerned, last-minute preparation
doesn’t pay off. In fact, this passage in Titus encourages us
to act as we await our blessed hope – the appearing of the
glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. Advent
is the perfect time to reflect on changes we might need to
make so we are ready when our hope arrives.
Paul, the author of this letter to Titus, changed as he
awaited his blessed hope. He became all things to all
people for one purpose, so that others could see Jesus
through him. Reflect today on the qualities Paul calls Titus
and us to possess: self-control, upright, godly living. God’s
plan for our hope sent Jesus to Bethlehem at just the right
time. God’s plan for Jesus to return will be at just the right
time according to His will and purpose. Don’t wait until the
last minute to prepare for the arrival of our blessed hope.

Prayer

If you are a procrastinator, ask God to move you. Ask God
to examine your heart and spirit and direct you to the
changes you might need to make to be ready when Jesus
returns. Ask God to help you become part of a people that
are Jesus’ own, eager to do what is good. Pray that God
will soften your resistance to change.

Saturday, December 8
Romans 5:1-5
Tim O’Kelley tells this story:
One year for Christmas, I got the best gift a young boy could ever ask
for. I got a Sears & Roebuck Dallas Cowboy’s BMX bike. That bike was
the coolest! Of course, that Christmas, I was only 9 years old, so you
might not be that impressed! It had a blue and grey striped seat. The
chain guard looked like it was chrome-plated. It had a cool Cowboy’s
decal on it. The grips were blue, and the fenders were dark gray. My
Mom and Dad didn’t disappoint me that year. I picked it out of the
catalog. I made sure they knew when to place the order, so it would
arrive in time. Years later, I found out that my Dad and Mom didn’t
sleep at all that Christmas Eve. The bike came in so many pieces that
it took a herculean effort to get it assembled and ready for Christmas
morning. I had long out-grown the bike by then and I don’t know what
happened to it. What I cherish, to this day, is the feeling of joy I have
knowing that my Mom and Dad did everything they could, so I wouldn’t
be disappointed on that Christmas morning.
As we conclude the first week of Advent and our devotions on hope, my
desire is that we can all feel the same way about the hope we have in
God. Not a feeling of disappointment but instead, a feeling of elation and
celebration that God gave us the greatest gift possible when Jesus came
into the world to save us from our sins. We have a hope that doesn’t
fade, doesn’t desert us, always sustains us. A baby in a manger seems
an unlikely object of hope, yet God chose that place, that town, that
mother and father, that baby as our greatest source of hope. It’s a hope
everlasting, a hope eternal, a hope of better things that await us when
our blessed Lord appears again.

Prayer

Spend some quiet time in prayer today in awe of the hope we have in
Jesus. With an attitude of humility, ask God for someone that you can
pray for that needs the same hope in their life that we have. Being lost
and separated from family is not an ideal Christmas. Yet, many see no
hope this time of year. They see little to celebrate and little that will
sustain them in the new year. They are separated from God. Pray that
God will give you the opportunity to bring the hope of Jesus to your
home, your school, your work or wherever you go this holiday season.

CHILDREN - HOPE
Play a “What do you hope about ______?” game.
Take turns asking each other this question and
filling in the blank: “What do you hope about God?”
“What do you hope about our family?” “What do you
hope about Christmas?”
Talk about the difference between saying, “I hope
I can feel the love of Christmas this year,” and “I
hope I get lots of presents for Christmas this year!”

Pray

Pray that God will give you the opportunity to bring
the hope of Jesus to your home, your school, your
friends or wherever you go this holiday season.

WEEK 2 - PEACE
Sunday, December 9

Colossians 3:15; Matthew 5:9; James 3:17-18
“Peace” is a wonderful theme. Peace brings joy to the soul. Even the sound of this
beautiful one-syllable word creates a sense of tranquility. The same is true of the
Greek word “Eirene” (air-A-nA) translated “peace.” This word is found in all but one
New Testament book. It is used to describe harmonious relationships, friendliness,
freedom from molestation, order in the state, individual internal security and
harmony between God and man accomplished through the gospel.
Peace is the opposite of nervousness, calamity, frustration and despair. In times of
war and destruction, people long for peace. Those experiencing family discord and
marital disfunction long for resolution and reconciliation. In every relationship,
we seek peace. When suffering depression, the soul longs for internal peace. Those
who are in contention with their Creator need peace with God. Life without peace is
miserable. Life with peace is pleasant.
Ever since Adam and Eve were banished from the Garden of Eden, mankind has
habitually destroyed peace to pursue power and selfish gain. However, any survey
would demonstrate that people prefer peace over war, turmoil or struggle. Whether
the issue is having peace with God, peace with fellow man or peace within the
human heart, peace is considered a grand prize - valued above the most beautiful of
treasures. As Christians, we recognize that Christ, the Prince of Peace, is the source
of peace.
Christmas will soon be here. This is a season to celebrate what God has done for us
in Christ. The best way to celebrate is to follow Christ’s example extending patience,
compassion, and peace to our fellow human beings.

Prayer

Please pray: “Lord, make me a peace-maker. Help me to turn the other cheek,
forgive those who sin against me, promote justice and live as a peace-maker in every
relationship and every circumstance.”

Monday, December 10
Isaiah 9:6-7
Jesus came into the world as the child of peace and the bringer of peace.
During Advent as we meditate on the coming of the promised Messiah, born
in Bethlehem in human form, we glorify God knowing peace entered the world
as a human being. Peace took the shape of a baby and came in a very real
manifestation of bone, blood and flesh.
The day of Jesus’ birth was announced by angels to shepherds. It was a
peace-giving, life-saving occasion. They praised God saying, “Glory to God
in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests”
(Lk.2:11). Jesus is God’s gift of peace to the world and to each one of us as His
special children.
One amazing aspect of being a Christian is that we can experience peace in the
midst of suffering. Peace is not the absence of conflict or trials. It is the comfort
of knowing God has our back. God loves us and promises to save us. We can look
forward to an eternal reward where God “will wipe every tear from their eyes.
There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order
has passed away” (Rev.21:4).
The child of peace grew to become the God/Man who told His disciples, “Do not
let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me” (John14:1).
After He went back to heaven, He gifted His people with the Comforter (the
Holy Spirit). He told His disciples, “I will not leave you as orphans; …the
Advocate [or Comforter], the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my
name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said
to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid” (John
14:18, 26-27).

Prayer

As you go about your busy life in the frantic hustle and bustle
of the Holiday season, remember to worship the Prince of
Peace. “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort,
who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we
can comfort those in any trouble with the
comfort we ourselves receive from God”
(II Cor.1:3-4).

Tuesday, December 11
Colossians 1:19-22

You have probably heard it said, “Freedom isn’t free.” At a park where
gardens have been planted in honor of our armed forces, these words were
engraved in a park bench: “The Land of the Free Because of the Brave.”
Just as the price of freedom is battle and victory against tyranny, there
are times when true peace comes at the price of defeating the obstacles of
peace. For Jesus, the price of peace was the ultimate sacrifice of His life.
Isaiah 53:5 prophesied, “But He was pierced for our transgressions,He
was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was
on Him, and by His wounds we are healed.”
True peace between God and man required a perfect offering for the sins
of mankind. Jesus defeated Satan through an act of ultimate sacrifice,
so that we could be freed from the powers of sin and darkness and enjoy
eternity with God in heaven. Jesus lovingly laid down His life for us on a
cross. That is why we celebrate Jesus at Christmas time (representing His
birth), and we worship regularly on the first day of the week (when Jesus
arose from the dead).
The apostle Paul wanted Christians to fully understand our spiritual
benefits from the cross in Colossians 1:19-22. He continues in Romans:
“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained
access by faith into this grace in which we now stand” (Rom.5:1-2).
For mankind, the price of true peace is also death - death to ourselves.
First, our sin record must be put to death. Our sins are covered by Christ’s
blood when we obey Jesus in faith, repentance and baptism. Death to sin
and self then enables us to walk in God’s light, discovering true peace free from fear, guilt and shame, and equipped to live victoriously in hope
and love.
Prayer
As much as we enjoy Christmas carols, gift exchanges, special food and
family time together, the real reason for Christmas is the cross. Yes, we
celebrate Jesus’ coming into the world at Christmas, but we celebrate His
coming because of the cross – the price of true peace. Take time to thank
God for the peace that was won for you on the cross of Christ

Wednesday, December 12
Philippians 4

If there is any doubt that an inherent link exists between prayer and
experiencing peace in one’s life we have to look no further than Philippians
4. Paul, the apostle who suffered immeasurable stress and persecution for
the sake of the gospel and eventually gave his life for Christ wrote this: “Do
not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus” (Phil.4:6-7). Communication with God brings peace in the midst
of the storm, and profound relief from the anxieties of life. It is a peace that
“transcends all understanding.”
Many people seek peace in geographic locations such as the beach, the lake,
the yoga class or on a mountain. How about the CLOSET? That’s right. In
Matthew 6:6, Jesus recommends the closet. Instead of praying on the street
corners to be seen of men, we are to pray in our closet. Jesus says, “Then your
Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you” (Mt.6:5-6). The closet
seems a bit claustrophobic and smelly. How can anyone find peace in a closet?
Jesus is obviously teaching us to not display our religion to look good before
men. However, His words also suggest that one can best seek the Lord in quiet
isolation. Jesus arose early in the morning to commune alone with His Father.
Maybe it won’t be the closet. Maybe your prayers will be just as successful
prayed in the cubicle at work, the bathtub or on a quiet hillside. And when we
leave behind the muck and debris and dust of our lives long enough to spend
time alone with God, He will reward us with the peace that transcends all
understanding.

Prayer

Christmas is a special time of reflection on the peace God offers the world and
each one of His children. Prayer is likely the best way to approach Jesus, our
Savior and Prince of Peace during the season of Advent. Pray in your closet
and the Lord of all comfort will be present with you in the
stillness of the moment and give you peace. If you feel your
life is simply too crazy, busy, frantic, etc., pray for God to give
you the wisdom to make time for quiet moments throughout
the day with Him in prayer.

Thursday, December 13
Romans 8:5-7

Proverbs 17:1 says, “Better a dry crust with peace and quiet than a house full
of feasting, with strife.” Most of us would say, “Amen!” Peace is vital for an
abundant, fulfilling life.
However, the key to true peace is missed by most people. Peace within is
dependent on peace with God and the values of God. “There is no peace,”
says the Lord, “for the wicked” (Is. 48:22). Life giving peace comes from trusting
God. Then the outreaching tentacles of His transforming grace extend from our
hearts to those around us.
Minds shaped by the Spirit of God can be content whatever life throws in our
path. When focused horizontally at other people and circumstances, it is easy
to become discontent. However, when we focus vertically on Christ we can
be content in any situation, knowing Jesus has already given us victory. As
Paul said from a Roman prison in Philippians 4:11-13, “I have learned to be
content whatever the circumstances. … I can do all this through Him who gives
me strength.”
The angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph before Jesus was born and said, “You
are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins”
(Mt.1:21). Jesus is the Greek form of Joshua, which means “the Lord saves.”
As we focus on the Christ child at Christmas, it is vital that we see the familiar
stories of virgin birth, swaddling clothes, angels, shepherds and wise men in the
context of salvation, peace and victory.
Jesus coming into the world has enabled us to be overcomers! Overcoming
every struggle through Christ with patience, perseverance and faith is the key
to genuine peace. Jesus told His disciples: “…In me you may have peace. In this
world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world” (Jn.
16:32-33). Likewise, “Everyone born of God overcomes the world” (I Jn. 5:4-5).
Peace within begins with peace with God. Peace begins with accepting Jesus’
invitation - “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls” (Mt.11:28-29; also read Rev.3:20-23).

Prayer

Perhaps you don’t feel much like an overcomer. Allow Christ to be your
overcomer! Pray that God’s peace would wash over you because of what Christ
has already done for you. He is your victory!

Friday, December 14
Romans 12:9-21

During Advent and Christmas, we focus on the gospel which is “the good news of
peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all” (Acts 10:36). Yet there was a moment
in Jesus’ ministry when He took up a whip and drove the money changers out of the
temple of God. Jesus said opposite (not contradictory) things about peace. As we
would expect, Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you” (Jn.14:27).
But in a very different context, Jesus also said, “Do not suppose that I have come to
bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come
to turn ‘a man against his father, a daughter against her mother’… Anyone who loves
their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me... Whoever does not take up
their cross and follow me is not worthy of me” (Mt. 10:32-39). This truth should also
be recognized at Christmas time.
Peace with fellow man is an important virtue taught by God; however, not peace at
any price. There is a difference between the kind of peace and unity God wants to see
among His people, and a false ungodly peace that surrenders to worldly values and
tolerates sin which God has condemned. James 3:17 says, “the wisdom that comes
from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving…” Peace is vital, but purity among
God’s people takes priority over peace.
When Christians ignore moral and social evil for the sake of keeping people in the
pews and avoiding persecution, it is a decision to put peace above purity in the
church. May the prophetic words of Jeremiah never be true of us: “They dress the
wound of my people as though it were not serious. Peace, peace, they say, when there
is no peace” (Jer. 6:14).
There are times in this life when godly peace is not possible; however, Paul offers
wonderful guidelines for Christians who want to extend peace in a corrupt and sinful
world.

Prayer

How can you live in peace with others today? Look over the
last Scripture one more time and find one or two things you
need the Holy Spirit to help you with today. Ask Him for help.
Pray that the peace of Christ would flow out of you to others in
tangible and specific ways.

Saturday, December 15
Colossians 3:12-17

Advent is a wonderful time to focus on the need for peace among men.
George Campbell Morgan (1863-1945) translated the angel’s proclamation
of Luke 2:14 this way: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace
among men in whom He is well pleased.” He said “there is no doubt that it is
not peace or good will toward men, but ‘among’ men – peace among men in
whom He is well pleased.”
The birth of Jesus brought into the world the principles of love, grace,
patience and forgiveness that can potentially lead to peace among men when
those values are fully practiced. However, Satan still has a choke hold on
this world. Jesus referred to Satan as the “prince of this world” (Jn:14:30).
He also said, “Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness
instead of light because their deeds were evil” (Jn. 3:19). Warfare and strife
continued on earth after Jesus’ earthly ministry, and will continue until
Satan is fully defeated and cast into the lake of fire after the end of time
(Rev. 20:10). Therefore, perfect and permanent peace among men will not
occur until God’s people experience our final perfect home in heaven.
In the progressive times of the 18th century, the dominant view of the
end times was called “postmillennialism.” This view taught that good will
triumph over evil, and the forces of Satan will gradually be defeated by the
expansion of the Kingdom of God throughout history up until the second
coming of Christ. This overly optimistic belief was destroyed by the
1st World War, which exposed the full corruption of man. It was totally
obliterated just a quarter of century later by the evil and cruelty of the
Holocaust and 2nd World War. In this world, strife among men, fueled by the
powers of darkness, will dominate over the powers of light and peace.
However, that does not change the values and reality of peace available
to those who follow Christ, or the fullness of peace that will come in the
eventual new reality of heaven. As Paul said in Romans 16:20, “The God of
peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.” The values of godly peace are
summed up in Colossians 3:12-17.

Prayer

Let’s pray regularly that these values will be reflected in our personal lives,
and commit to promoting peace among men functioning as salt and light in
our less than perfect world (Mt.5:13-16).

CHILDREN - PEACE
Before today’s devotion, play some quiet slow music
in the background and give each kid something
to make noise with, such as a spoon and metal
bowl. Ask them to start making noise and singing
Christmas music loudly when you say, “Go”.
Ask them to stop when you say, “Stop”. Now have
everyone pay attention to the quiet music in the
background.
Ask: Which reminds you of peace? After your
devotion, continue to talk about how God’s peace is
different from quiet music or rest.
Pray
Father, Thank you for making peace possible. Make
me be a peacemaker like you. In Jesus’ name.
Amen.

WEEK 3 - LOVE
Sunday, December 16
Romans 5:6-8

“What’s love got to do, got to do with it, what’s love but a
second-hand emotion, what’s love got to do, got to do with
it, who needs a heart when a heart can be broken?”
Kids and teenagers who grew up in the 1980’s might
remember these lyrics. Tina Turner posed the question;
what is love really? Is it something great and wonderful or
is it cheap, overly-used and available anytime anywhere?
Welcome to Week 3 of Advent. This week’s theme is love.
What’s your perspective on love this year as Christmas
creeps closer? Are you taking the Tina Turner viewpoint?
Be honest; it’s ok.
Our culture, society in general, even those closest to
us, seem to take love for granted. We “love” this or that
product. We “love” this or that person; they are just the
best, aren’t they? “We love them to death.” Have you ever
heard that expression? If you grew up in the Southeastern
United States, you may have often heard that phrase
spoken by older, genteel Southern ladies. Sometimes, it just
sounds false and rings hollow.
The apostle Paul might have felt the same way when writing
to Roman Christians. He makes the point that someone
would have to be a pretty good person for another to die in
his or her place. It rarely happens, yet God did just that for
us. He sent someone else to die in our place. The birth of
baby Jesus, His life on Earth and His death on a cross are
powerful demonstrations of God’s own love for us. We are
not righteous or even all that good, Paul says. We fail, we
fall, yet God loves us still.

Prayer

Spend time today reflecting on your view of love. Ask
yourself which type of love you have for others and for
God. Is it an empathy, a friend bond, a physical bond, or is
it that unconditional love that could send you straight into
death’s path for another? Pray to God for illumination of
His amazing unconditional love this Advent season.

Monday, December 17
Luke 1:45-55

What’s your favorite Christmas or holiday tradition? Is it a place you
always go with your family? What’s that one activity you always do
with your kids and your spouse? Now ask yourself this question: How
disappointed would my family be if we broke with tradition this year?
We do our best to keep promises because we love our family, don’t we?
We work hard to make memories that last long after all the Christmas
trimmings are put away until next year. God’s love for us works in
much the same way.
The apostle Luke reveals to us today just how excited Elizabeth and
Mary were about the impending births of their sons. Their excitement
was contagious! They were enthusiastic! So much
so, in fact, they considered themselves blessed.
“Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord
would fulfill His promises to her!” (v. 45).
Mary goes on in this passage to praise God for
keeping his promise and offers up her sincerest
gratitude. Have a rejoicing soul and spirit this
Christmas. In all that you do this season, view
God’s love through His fulfilled promise of a
Savior on display. Make it contagious. Make
it evident. Jump for joy like baby John did
(Luke 1:41)!

Prayer

Are the obligations and traditions of
Christmas wearing you down? Are you
loving your family but not really loving
all the promises and obligations you must
meet and keep? It’s ok, you are not alone.
Pray over God’s promises. Thank God for
His never-changing love. Thank Him for
keeping His promises to Abraham and His
descendants. Remember, that’s us! Rejoice
in prayer and song like Mary did. In fact,
find your favorite Christmas hymn and
pray those words to God!

Tuesday, December 18
Isaiah 9:6-7

UNICEF estimates 350,000 babies are born around the world each
day. That’s four babies per second! Since it’s a common occurrence,
how does childbirth become a “blessed event”? Have you ever been to a
gender reveal party? Someone spends time and money filling cupcakes
with either blue or pink frosting. Soon-to-be parents spend hours
registering for baby gifts at the local Target or on Amazon. One baby
shower after another loads up parents with all kinds of useful baby stuff.
Moms and dads read books on childbirth and take birthing classes,
agonize over just the right name for the new arrival, and they might
even take Fido to a class on being a good sibling. It all sounds extreme
for such a common occurrence!
The simple answer is love. The birth of a new baby fills up those around
it with love. Expectant parents overflow with love when they hold the
new baby. Grandparents are overwhelmed with love when they see their
kids become parents. Extended family and friends shower the baby and
the parents with love and support.
The Israelites waited a long time for the arrival of their King. What love
God showed them! What love God showed us by giving His Son to us! He
made us part of His family and loves us just like family. No one needed to
search for the perfect name. God did that. Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty
God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace; Jesus is them all.
Take time today to reflect on what seems common. A child was born.
This was no ordinary baby and no ordinary birth. This was no ordinary
love. In fact, it was so extraordinary that the Israelites almost missed
it. An earthly government can only last so long, but a heavenly kingdom
lasts forever. Only God’s extraordinary love gives us an eternal home.
Prayer
Mary and Joseph overcame difficult circumstances to have no ordinary
baby. Their journey was long. Their resting place in Bethlehem wasn’t
so great. Yet, God’s love made it possible. God’s love sustained them.
What do you think is impossible for you to do during Advent this year?
Maybe it’s something on the horizon next year. No matter what it is,
God’s love makes all things possible. Pour out your adoration for that
extraordinary child that makes all things possible. With thanksgiving,
remember God didn’t stop there. That baby became a man who died to
save us.

Wednesday, December 19
Galatians 5:22-26

Do you still receive the obligatory fruitcake
or basket at Christmastime? Let’s be honest:
who wouldn’t want chocolate instead? We
could all stand to eat a bit more fruit, but if
we’re honest, chocolate just feels like more of a
celebration, doesn’t it?
We may not eat as much fruit as we should, but
we can appreciate what it takes to grow fruit.
It takes patience. The average dwarf species
of apple trees takes about 3 to 4 years to bear
fruit. A standard sized tree takes from 5 to 8
years to make good fruit.
Advent reminds us that our love for God should
grow. Our love for one another should grow.
Our love for people who don’t know Jesus
should grow. All it takes is time and patience.
And it all comes about from the Holy Spirit of
God. Many of us know that loving others takes
work. It’s not always easy. This is why we need
to pray that God’s Spirit would continue to
grow His love in us and through us.

Prayer

Spend time asking God if you are growing
good fruit during this Advent season. Are you
running out of patience, waiting on someone
or something at every turn this year? God’s
love doesn’t have a limit. It’s not poured out
in measured quantities and then gone. Thank
God for His never-ending love. Ask Him to be
patient with you as you grow.

Thursday, December 20
Matthew 5:43-48

Good gifts are hard to keep quiet. Have you ever
gotten a gift so incredible you couldn’t resist
telling everyone about it? Good gifts have a way
of gaining popularity almost on their own. A
word here, a word there, and before you know it,
everyone is sold out. It could be the latest phone
or device. It could even be the latest Keurig or
InstaPot.
Would you tell everyone you met about the
greatest gift of all? Would you tell your enemies?
God’s love that came to earth as a baby is the
greatest gift imaginable. That baby grew into a
man who bore our sins to the cross and to the
grave. He died and came back to life so that we
can live. Are you keeping it a secret or are you
telling everyone about God’s gift of love? Don’t
wait. Don’t hesitate. Advent is the time to sing and
shout Jesus’ love, His majesty, His power over sin
and death.
Jesus himself reminds us. “Love your enemies.”
Share this gift of good news with them. When we
do, Jesus promises that we may be children of our
Father in Heaven. Who doesn’t want to receive
that gift? Go and give the gift of God’s love.

Prayer

It’s not easy to be bold proclaimers of God’s love
for all, even during Advent. Spend time today with
God asking for boldness. Ask God for courage to
speak kindly and gently to someone who needs
God’s gift of love.

Friday, December 21
John 3:16

On this day in 1988, terrorists hijacked Pan Am
Flight 103 en route to Detroit, Michigan, from
Frankfurt, Germany. A bomb exploded onboard
over the Scottish city of Lockerbie. All the
passengers and the crew as well as 11 people on
the ground died that day.
A senseless tragedy like this one often makes us
question how God could love the whole world. It’s
full of bad people who do unspeakable things. Not
only does God love the whole world, but He wants
to save the whole world. It’s hard to understand
sometimes. God’s desire is that all who believe
should not perish but have eternal life.
Tragedy anytime is difficult to comprehend.
Tragedy during the Christmas holiday is heartbreaking. God’s gifts of love and eternal life never
cease to be a comfort to us. Our sincerest wish
is that the families of believers who died in this
tragedy are reminded of God’s great love today.
Additionally, you have probably endured some
kind of tragedy around Christmastime that makes
it challenging to see God as a God of love. Yet His
love is demonstrated through tragedy. He gave His
one and only Son for you. Out of this tragedy has
come life, joy, peace and hope.

Prayer

Spend time today praying for victims of Flight
103 and their families. Ask God to ease the pain of
loss. Ask God to shine His love where it’s needed
the most all over the globe. Reflect on how God’s
love comforts you. “For God so loved the world….”.
That’s us. Also, pray for others who are reminded
at this time of year of past tragedies. May the
sacrificial love of God bring healing to others.

Saturday, December 22
I Corinthians 13

This week’s Advent theme of love concludes today. The best place to both
end our week and begin our understanding of God’s love is with Paul’s love
chapter. God’s love is alive. It’s not old-fashioned, out-of-date or over-used.
It’s not just an emotion reserved for the special people in our lives. It’s not
private, kept out of sight from the world, just between God and us.
God’s love exemplified through His Son, Jesus Christ, is imbued with a
power we can’t fully understand this side of heaven. Look at how Paul
describes God’s love:
Patient, kind, not envying, not boastful, not proud, not
dishonoring, not self-seeking, not easily angered, keeping
no record of wrongs, not delighting in evil, rejoicing with the
truth, always protecting, always trusting, always hoping,
always persevering.
When I look at this list, I see the best person you and I could ever know. I
see the best friend we could ever have. I see a love so vast, so deep and so
wide that I feel like a child again. Waking up, not just on Christmas day, but
every day, with a sense of wonder and gratitude, like presents under a tree,
wondering where they came from. Is this list all for me? Unwrapping each
gift one by one, feeling a gratitude so profound; it compels me to find the
source.
Paul’s list of gifts comes from our Creator. They come from the God who
spoke this universe into existence. They come from the God who knit me
together before I was even born. This God sent someone to die in my place,
Jesus. Someone who makes it possible for me to know in full just as I’m
fully known. One day, for all eternity, clothed in righteousness and warmed
by God’s own radiance, standing before Jesus, we will clearly see God’s
love. Everything we missed in this life, everything we failed to see, failed to
recognize and failed to heed will be revealed. The face, the hands and the
feet of God’s love, Jesus, is the only gift we ever need.

Prayer

Have some quiet time today with God. Ask God what it must have been
like to see Jesus separated from His Father. Pray that God gives us an
opportunity to share this gift of love. Ask God to never take away the childlike wonder we have that God loved us so much that Jesus came to save us.

CHILDREN - LOVE
Memorize John 3:16 today as a family.

For God so loved the world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall
not perish but have eternal life.
John 3:16 (NIV)
Have your kids repeat each phrase after you in a
funny voice or memorize it to the tune of a song
by looking up online “Eternal Life (John 3:16)
by Seeds Family Worship.
Talk about the idea of God giving His son. At
Christmas, we think of God giving His son to us
as a baby, but he also gave His son to us as the
ultimate sacrifice for our sins when Jesus died
on the cross.
Pray
Father, thank you for the way You love me.
Show me little ways that I can love all of the
people around me. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

WEEK 4 - JOY
Sunday, December 23
Nehemiah 8:9-12; Psalm 30:4-5
As we head toward the conclusion of another season of Advent, we
draw our attention to the Advent candles. Even if you have chosen
to not use candles to celebrate Advent this year, there are still some
observations we can make. The three purple candles show the color of
mourning and sadness. They represents our longing for Christ to come.
The sadness is because we know things are not right in the world. We
believe that it is only when Christ comes that things will be as they
ought.
This week, we begin to light the pink candle. This is the color of joy.
Just like the Israelites had to be told to stop mourning and be joyful, we
also need a reminder that joy is ours because Christ, the Word of God
made flesh, has come. The Israelites mourned because they understood
the Word of God and their hearts were convicted.
It’s natural to feel conviction from God’s Word. This is what happened
to the crowd in Acts 2. When they heard the words of the Apostle
Peter, they were cut to the heart and asked what they should do.
Peter told them to repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ
so that their sins would be forgiven and they would receive the Holy
Spirit. Perhaps over the course of this Advent season, you have felt
the convicting power of God’s Word each day. When this happens, it is
difficult, but it’s still good.
The joy of the Lord comes on the heels of our mourning and our
convicted hearts. Psalm 30:4-5 tells us that our mourning will not
last forever. In fact, joy comes in the morning. Even if there has been
sadness for you this Christmas season, believe that joy is on the way.

Prayer

Sometimes we do not feel the joy that is typically supposed to be
associated with the season of Christmas. If that’s you, pray that God
would birth His joy in your heart. Joy doesn’t only come about through
ideal circumstances, but rather through His presence. Offer a prayer of
thanks for the unshakable joy He’s already given you in Christ.

Monday, December 24

2 Corinthians 4:16-18; Psalm 73:25-26
Perhaps you’re celebrating Christmas with family today.
In some families, presents are opened on Christmas Eve. It
is a joy to watch children opening Christmas presents. The
movie scene that comes to mind is the closing scene of
“A Christmas Story;” you know, “You’ll shoot your eye
out!”…that movie! The boys have unwrapped all their
presents and Ralphie’s little brother, Randy, is passed out
on the floor, exhausted from so much opening. Perhaps the
joy was just a little too much for him.
We all know that this kind of joy doesn’t last. This world
simply can’t produce a lasting joy. Even the joy we feel at
this time of the year will not last.
As Paul wrote to the church in Corinth, we have a weight
of glory beyond all comparison. No matter what joys or
struggles we face in this life, goodness, joy and light are on
the way. This should birth a new living joy within us.
Asaph wrote in Psalm 73 that God is the strength of our
hearts. If your heart feels weary today, know that God is
present and He not only gives you strength…He is your
rock! He’s your foundation. Nothing can take His joy away
from us.

Prayer

Ask that God would help you to not base your sense of joy
on only what the world can give. Seek the joy of the Lord.
Ask that God would help you to have a renewed perspective
on where lasting joy truly comes from.

Tuesday, December 25
Matthew 2:9-12

Maybe you grew up singing the Christmas carol, “We Three Kings.”
It’s highly likely that the men who came to visit the child Jesus were
not actually kings. And there weren’t necessarily only three men.
We do know that they were learned men, students of the stars and
students of ancient texts, so we can safely assume these were the
“Ivy League” teachers of the day. It’s hard to imagine such dignified
and sage men getting giddy. But that’s what they did. When they saw
the light, the star that revealed the location of the Messiah, they
“rejoiced with exceedingly great joy.”
When was the last time you worshiped in a way that revealed great
joy? You might say, “I’m not really an expressive person.” Perhaps
you’re inclined to think that the way you worship, the way you move
toward God, is with an inward expression. Yet God did not move that
way toward us. He still doesn’t.
God moves toward us in Christ. The indwelling of His Holy Spirit,
His daily provision, His daily protection, even the breaths we are
taking right now is evidence of the way God is moving toward us in
a tangible and outward way. Perhaps we would do well to follow the
example of the Magi and make a move toward God in worship in a
tangible…and joyful way.
As we celebrate Christmas today, may our celebration be more than
presents, food, family gatherings and watching Christmas parades on
TV. May joy and light fill our day, just as Christ has filled our hearts.
Merry Christmas!

Prayer

Pray this: “O Jesus, we praise You for coming into the world. You are
hope. You are peace. You are love. You are joy. You are light. As we
put the spotlight on You today, we’re asking that our hearts would
be filled with Your presence. O God, You make us glad by the yearly
celebration of the birth of Your only Son Jesus Christ. Grant that we,
who joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence
behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God now and for ever. Amen.”

CHILDREN - JOY

When hanging out or driving around looking at
Christmas lights, talk about how Jesus is the spiritual
light of the world. Without Him coming to earth and
dying for us, we would walk in spiritual darkness. Just
as plants need the sun to grow, we need the Son to grow
spiritually.
Talk about how much joy that brings you!
And just as the moon has no light of its own, reflecting
the light of the sun, so are believers to reflect the light
of Christ so that all can see it in us. They can see the joy
that is in us because of Jesus!

When Jesus spoke again to the people, He said, “I am the
light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life.”
John 8:12

Pray

Father, I thank You for the joy that You give me. Help me
to keep growing in my faith. Help me to show my light,
my joy, to others to bring them closer to you. Help me
remember this joy we have at Christmas time the whole
year through. Thank you for sending us your Son.
In Jesus’ name. Amen.

